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>,  FORTUNE'S   FOOT-BALL, 


:^  **  Nothing  couM  have  Increafed  the  agitatioaof 

'  |%iy  mind  during  the  remainder  of  that  day:  Several  times 
5  I  was  tempted  to  accufe  my  kind  keeper  of   infideHty  ; 

^-^  again  I  would  reproach  myfe.lf  with  injuflice  and  in- 
^  gratitude — In  the  midfl  of  my  reveries  the  door  of  my 

^  cell    flew    open,  and  the  keeper  beckoned  me  to    fol- 

■^low  him  :  I  obeyed  without  fpeaking  a  word — He  led 
-^  ine  to  the  outer  gate,  where  flood  the    Friar. — He 

;wf  unlocked  the  gate  and  we  fallied  forth  precipitately.— 

^  We  went  through  a  narrow  flreet  which  led  to  the  open 

^^  country. 

<^  After  we  had  travelled  about  two  miles,  at  a  pret- 
>»  ty  round  rate,  he  led  us  into  a  wood,  and  cefired  us  to 
Js  wait    his   return  in  filencc.     We  retired  about  a  hun- 

**  dred  yards  into  the  wood  and  fat  down  ;  the  Friar  te- 
^  gan  to  return  thanks  for  fo  fuccefsful  a^t  beginning,  in 
\   which  I  joined  Mm,   and,  after  feme  preparatory  chT- 

1  courfe,  he  informed  me  that  they  defigned  to  go  to  Le- 

^  on,  where  he  ha:l  et  brother  fuperior  of  a  Mo  nailery. 

He  then  very  kinJly  inllrucre  1  me  how  to  conducl  my- 

A  felf  j  pointing  out  die  nearefl  and  rr.oPi  private  ways  to 
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Leghorn,  where,  he  cbierved,  I  might  picbably  meet 
with  a  vefiel  bo\;nd  to  feme  port  in  Great-Britain. 

^'  Our  companion  then  appeared  riding  one  horfe, 
and  leading  two  others  faddlel:  V/e  mounted  and  rode 
together  about  ten  Engli/li  miles,  and  then  halted  ex- 
adly  in  the  interfedion  of  two  roads,  where  we  took 
an  aiTeciionate  leave  of  each  other  :  They  proceeccd 
flraight  forward  ;  and  I,  agreeably  to  the  diredicns  of 
Vuj  fellow  travellers,  took  the  right  hand  road. 

^^  Having  travelled  through  mofl  parts  of  Italy  ia 
my  youthful  days,  I  was  not  much  at  a  lofs  ;  but 
found  the  way  to  Legliorn  very  readily,  where  I  dif- 
pofed  of  the  horfe  to  gre^it  advantage. '  Thus,  gentle- 
men and  ladies,  I  have  given  you  a  fuccind  account 
of  all  the  difafters  which  has  befel  me  fnce  I  parted 
with  ray  pu[:^l  here  ;  and  I  aflure  you  I  look  on  n\f 
efcape  as  very  little  fhort  of  a  miracle." 

They  all  heartily  congratulated  him  on  his  good 
fortune,  r.nd,  having  a  fme  leading  wind  and  pleafant 
weather,  they  fi;erit  their  time  very  agreeably,  until 
they  had  pafTed  the  lilands  of  Majorca  and  Minorca, 
and  were  in  expeclation  of  running  the  freights  of  Gib- 
raltar without  danger  oi;  difEculty. 

Oar  hero  was,  at  that  period,  as  happy  as  he  had 
ever  been  ;  he  enjoyed  the  highefl  felicity  in  the  vivifi- 
ir.g  cor.verfation  of  the  charming  Ifdbella ;  and''*agreca- 


ble  company  of  his  fcllov/  voyagers:  Certain  it  is, 
th  It  in  this  fin  all  focirty,  compofed  as  it  was  cf  per- 
rons of  diii'erent  ages,  lsx^s,  countries  ani  religious 
denominations,  there  reigneJ  what  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
found  in  the  levees  of  the  moft  augufl  princes,  namely, 
tncerity  :  Freedom  of  fentiment  was  attended  to  v/ith- 
out  cenfureor  difgiill ;  difierence  of  opinions  produced 
neither  ceremony  nor  contempt;  convivial  harmony 
reverberated  from  brcaii  to  brcaft,  and  it  was  the  de- 
light of  each  to  contribute  to  ihefatibfiiclion  of  the  other. 

Thus  utuate.1,  with  the  firraeft  confidence  of  landing 
fafely  in  his  native  country  in  a  iliort  frace,  is  it  a  won- 
der that  the  mind  of  J^vlercutio  was  tranquil,  and  that 
his  riling  hopes  deflrcyed  the  conception  of  cifappoint- 
ment? — Tliis  v/as  the  cafe. 

But  fortune,  that  fickle  goddefs,  who  delights  in 
tantalizing  her  votaries,  and  in  f.  orting  with  their  fen- 
■Ebility,  withdrew  her  amiable  fmiles,  determined  lo 
give  him  one  more  kick,  .left  he  fhould  fuppcfe  himfelf 
out  of  the  reach  of  her  heel.  They  had  jufl  loft  fight  of 
^lajcrca  when  a  violent  hurricane  overtook  them,whicii 
threv/  the  whole  company  into  the  utmoft  ccnfternatlon. 
The  captain  gave  orders  for  furling  the  fails  with  all 
the  expedition  polTible*;  in  tlie  mean  time,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  aiTift  at  the  helm  which  the  violence  of  the  tem/- 
eft  rendered  indifpeniible  nccelTaiy.  In  the  midft  of  this 
dreadful  conEicl  between  the  contending  eicrients,  a 
fud-len  and  ircnendous  fc^yoXl  deprived  the  mip  oihet 
A    Z     ■ 
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maln-top-mafl,  together  with  fix  of  her  ableftfeamen, 
who  were,  unfortunately,  on  the  main- top-fail -yai" J, 
furling  the  top-fail. 

This  was  a  drea^lful  ftroke,  of  which  the  captain  w.a* 
fully  fenfible ;  however,  he  continued  to  give  his  orders 
with  compofure  and  firmnefs ;  and  was  obeyed  by  hi* 
men  with  intrepidity  and  alacrity.  The  ftorm  raged 
Cxteen  hours,  without  intermiifion  or  abatement,  ..and 
was  fucceeded  by  dark,  cloudy  weather,  and  a  brifk 
gale  of  wind  for  feveral  days.  Every  other  perfcji  on 
board  appeared  more  concerned  for  their  perfcnsl  fafety 
than  Mercutio,  who  had,  by  a  long  feries  of  misfor- 
tunes," difapp ointments  and  dangers,  become  habituat- 
td  to  them  ;  he  had  acquired  an  uniformity  of  temper 
and  a  ferenity  of  countenance  on  all  oceafions,  which 
amazed  his  companions,  and  was , peculiar  to  himfelf: 
He  difplayed,  however,  en  this  occalion,  a  more  than 
ordinaiy  degree  of  compofui^e,  w^uch  was  abfolutely 
tecelTary,  to  infpire  Ifabella  with  fortitude  to  fupport 
her  in  that  alarming  Ctuation, 

Early  one  morning  they  were  again  overtalcen  by  a  moft 
tremendous  hurricane  ;  heavy  fqualls  of  hail,  accom- 
panied v/ith_dreadful  claps  of  thunder  and  almofl  in- 
ceflant  flreams  of  lightning,  continued  to  annoy  them 
until  feven  in  the  evening,  when  the  clouds  began  to 
difffirfe  ;  but  a  heavy  weftein  gale  continued  to  blow 
with  unabating  rigour,  for  the  fpace  of  four  days  ^id 
^hts.     Tkgir  fwtitude  eruirely  foifook  them  !  Evea 
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Mercutio  had  n€ar]y  "forbore  to  hope  !  1'he  fea  roUed 
in  dreadful  mountains,  fo  that,  confidering  the  fhat- 
tered  condition  of  the  fhip,  and  the  lofs  of  tlie  fix  men, 
it  was  little  lefs  than  a  miracle  that  they  were  not  en- 
tombed in  the  ocean« 

At  length  it  pleafed  God  to  lull  the  furious  ',rav«t 
into  aftate  of  perfed  tranquillity  ;  and  the  fur£^ce  of  the 
capacious  bed  of  waters,  fmooth  and  tranfparent, 
once  more  met  their  raviilied  fght.  Soothing  as  this 
change  certainly  was  ;  yet  very  ferious  apprehenfion* 
began  to  arife  in  their  minds,  when  the  captain  on  tak- 
ing obfei-vation,  informed  them  that  they  were  then 
within  fixty  leagues  of  Candia,  a  large  illand  in  the 
Mediterranean,  belonging  to  the  grand  Signior,  a  not- 
ed refort  for  Pirates, 

They  confulted  on  the  mofl  expedient  and  prompt 
meafures  to  adopt,  for  their  prefervaion.  It  was  ob- 
lerv-ed  by  the  captain,  that  (hould  they  be  attacked  by 
any  of  thofe  inhmnan  pirates  Vv'hich  infefl  the  Medi- 
terranean, they  muft  inevitably  fall  viclims  to  their  cru- 
elty ;  as  they  were  deflitute  of  the  means  of  defeace  or 
flight,  and  he  therefore  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a« 
the  fliip  was  much  difabled,  it  would  be  bed  to  endea- 
vour to  make  the  illand  of  Sicily,  where  they  might 
refit,  take  in  freili  proviOon  and  water,  and  refre^ 
iheaifelves  in  tliQ  mean  time. 


This  propofal  met  the  aprrobaticn  of  t':e  v/holc 
company  ;  in  confequence  of  whicb,^  the  captain  gave 
crJcrs  to  tack,  intending  to  put  into  MelTina.  'Though 
the  w'lni  was  on  the  bea.n,  yet  they  entertained  the 
mofi:  fanguine  hopes  of  obtaining  the  defired  obj?(5>/ 
notr/ithiianciing  tl,eir  fpeed  was  much  retarded  by  the 
crazinefs  cf  the  vefTel,  wliich  leaked  c<ini'iierab]y. 
Tiiey  ftood  on  this  courfe  from  half  pafl  eight  in  th.e 
morning  until  evening,  and  though  with  all  the  induftry 
they  were  able  to  exert,  they  could  gain  but  two  knots' 
and  a  half  per  hour,  yet  -were  in  tolerable  f[  irits.  The 
horizon  4iad  inlsrcepted  about  :.€lf  the  beauties  of  the 
fun  when  they  difcovered  a  velTel  bearing  after  them 
under  all  her  canvark.  "VVhcn  this  news  was  fi.'fl  com- 
municated to  the  captain  he  appeared  fomewhat  em- 
barrailed  ;  however,  he  encouraged  his  company  v/itif 
hopes  of  its  being  an  EngliQi  fhip  from  the  Levant, 
homeward  bound.  "Notwithllanding  thefe  hopes,  he 
erouded  all  tlie  fail  his  (Kip  v/ould  bear,  and  bore  away 
for  the  ilreights  of  Meffina. 

The  darknefs  of  the  night  prevented  the  captain  from 
feeing  his  purfuers,  though  he  remained  on  deck  all 
night  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  he  perceived,  ych  at  the 
dawnof^lay,  that  notwithflanding  his  exerticnp,  the^ 
reffcl  had  purfued  them  all  nig'it,  and  were  then  with- 
in a  league.  The  riling  fun  convinced  them  to  their 
incxprelTible  concern,  that  the  velTcl  they  perceived 
was  a  Turkiili  Galley,  bearing  on  them  with  fails  ani 
oars. 
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Juft  at  that  Inftant,  the  chief  mate  from  the  forecr.file, 
tlefcrieJ  another  vefTel  unJer  crouJed  fail,  which  the 
captain  rightly  juclged  belonged  to  Malta  ;  fn?  was 
bound  to  Cephalonia,  and  was  then  within  about  two 
leagues  of  our  diflrefied  fhip's  j^ompany.  The  captain 
gave  immediate  orders  to  brace  up  the  yards  and  lay 
the  Maltefe  right  on  board,  hoping  that  by  their  com- 
bined force,  they  might  be  able  to  defeat  the  infidels 
who  gained  on  them  every  moment.  The  Turks  per- 
ceived their  defgn,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  dieir 
janclion  with  the  Maltefe,  by  getting  between  them  if 
poifible,  for  they  exped^ed  to  make  prize  of  the  difableJ 
Ihip,  without  any  refilance,  which  would  certainly 
have  been  the  cafe  if  they  had  found  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  her  lingly  ;  for  the  Chriflians  were  unprovid- 
ed with  ammunition  for  an  engagement  with  an  enemy, 
who  were  net  cnly  well  provided  with  this  article, 
but  three  times  their  number.  In  this  criiical  juncture, 
the  commander  of  the  ^vTaltefe,  perceiving  their  dif- 
trefs  ordered  a  gun  to  be  fired  to  leeward,  which  our 
captain  anfwered  by  a  gun,  and  by  hoiiling  Italian 
colours. 

The  Maltefe  and  infidels  had  the  fame  objecl  in 
purfuit,  namely,  that  of  preventing  each  other  from 
getting  along  fide  of  the  dillreffed  ihip.  A  degree  of 
maritime  fidll  was  difplayed  by  both,  on  this  cccafon, 
feldom  equalled  and  never  exceeded  ;  that  of  the  Chrif- 
tiriHs,  however,  proved  fuperior,  for  juft  as  the  pirate 
^:as  making  a  fliort  tack  in  crder  to  run  down  betv/eejt 
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them,  the  Maliefe  poured  a  heavy  broad -fide  *nto]ier, 
which  fo  difconcerted  the  Turks  that  they  veered  the 
other  vray,  and  dropt  aflern  of  the  other  velTel,  deter- 
mined to  revenge  their  difafter  on  that  defencelefy  crew* 
before  the  friendly  Mahefe  could  interfere.  Mercutio 
was  landing  by  the  ancient  flafT,  when  the  pirates  dif- 
charged  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  a  bullet  penetrated  his 
ilioulder,  and  his  foot  flipping  at  the  fame  jnflant,  ht 
unfortunately  fell  over  the  flern.  The  pirates  faw  him 
fall,  and  inftantly  threw  out  a  fmall  boat  called  a  Per- 
iliagy  (which  t^iey  generally  carry  for  that  purpofe) 
^-d  three  Turks  taking  up  the  body  of  Mercutio,  c-on- 
reyed  him  on  board  the  Galley.  This  was  done  fg 
fuddenly  that  before  the  Maltefe  could  bring  their  fhip 
to  proper  pofition  for  difcharging  another  broadfide, 
our  hero  was  on  board  the  pirate,  which  did  no  other 
execution  than  fink  the  Pevmagy'and  the  three  Turks 
who  had  not  time  to  get  on  board.  Tixis_,  however, 
had  a  very  good  efTed,  for  it  flruck  a  panic  on  the  pif 
rates,  who,  conceiving  the  Maltefe  to  be  much  flron- 
ger  than  they  really  were,  tacked  precipitately,  and 
{heered  oiT,  v/ithout  fo  much  as  looking  after  their  com- 
panions, v/ho  funk  v/ith  tlie  Permagy  and  were  feen  no 
mor€.  It  v/as  adiilinguilhed-favoui-  of  Providence  that 
the  pirates  happened  to  be  miilaken  in  the  opinion  they 
had  conceived  of  the  ftrength  cf  the  Maltefe,  for  had 
they  charged  bui  once  more  they  woulci  ha\  e  difcovered 
'  their  weaknefs,  and  conlequently,  have  captured  both 
crews  ;  for  they  liad  not  another  round  of  ammnniiicn* 
on  board.     The  Pvlaltefe  hoiiled  more  fail  and  feeaiei 
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eftger  to  give  chace  ;.  and  by  this  means,  they  were 
foon  rid  of  their  eneraiesj  who  employed  every  pofTible 
means  to  avoid  beuig  overtaken  ;  confequently  they 
Were  foon  out  of  Cglit. 

The  generofity  of  the  Maltefe  djd  net  rert  here.  Tlie 
Commander  ordered  his  boat  to  be  hotfted  out,  and,  at- 
tended by  feveral  young  Maltefe  of  diftinclion,  went 
on  board  our  diftrefled  fliip,  where  they  were  received 
with  the  moll  unfeigned  gratitude.  Finding  Ifabella 
drowned  in  tears,  bewailing  the  fate  of  her  beloved 
Mercutio,  they  exprelTe:!  their  concern  for  the  fad  event 
in  the  mofl  pathetic  manner,  conjuring  her,  at  the  fajne 
time,  as  (he  vahjed  her  life,  not  to  give  way  to  immo- 
derate grief;  as  her  hulband,  perhaps,  was  alive  an4 
■well,  and  added,  that  if  the  proper  means  were  em- 
ployed for  his  redemption,  he  might  foon  be  fet  at  li- 
berty. Thefe  words  feemed  to  infpire  her  with  ne\r 
life,  /he,  in  fome  meafure  recovered  her  former  feren- 
3ty ;  and,-  by  the  kind  attention  of  the  ether  ladies, 
{he,   at  leafi,  refrained  from  tears  for  fome  time- 

The  Maltefe  commander  next  enquired,  if  it  Vv-as  in 
his  power  to  ferve  them  in  any  thing  further?  They 
made  him  a  proper  acknowledgment  for  his  kindnefs, 
and  after  a  fhort  confultation  it  was  determined  to  con- 
vey the  property  of  Mr.  Wilcox  and  his  fellow  paflen- 
gers  on  board  the  Maltefe  fhip,  the  owners  to  accom- 
pany the  Maltefe"  to  the  place  of  their  deflination  (Ce- 
phalojaia)    where  they  might  I^d  their  property  an^ 
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remain  till  their  own  vefTcl  (LoulJ  arrive  an.i  be  repair-  , 
€d,  and  in  the  mean  time,  to  employ  every  means  to 
tntS.  the  liberatioH  of  their  friend.  The  commander 
©f  the  Maltefe  alfo  promifeJ,  that  as  foon  as  his  fhip, 
was  at  anchor,  he  would  procure  all  the  aaiflance  pof- 
fible,  and  return  and  fee  thtis  diftrefs'd  fhip  fafe  into  the 
fame  port,  where,  he  was  of  opinion,  fhe  might  be 
refitted  as  well  as  at  Meilina  ;  and  added,  that  t'le 
Streights  of  Melfma  (which  they  muft  inevitably  .  pafs 
through)  were  extremely  dangerous  at  that  feafon  cf 
the  year. 

Having  unanimou^y  agreed  to  this  propofal,  th.e-f 
began  to  remove  their  efleels,  as  before  concerted> 
which,  as  the  utmofl  diligence  was  employed,  was 
ccra;deted  in  a  fliort  time  ;  when  taking  a  Oiort  fr.re- 
weli  of  their  worthy  ca-  tain,  they  went  on  beard  v/it!i 
their  generous  deliverers,  who-croucling  all  the  fail  the 
fliip  v/ould  bear,  and  the  v/ind  proving  favourab'e  to 
their  wiilies,  they  caft  anchor  at  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
jAand  in  fiften  fathom  water,  and  a  very  commoaious 
houfe  being  procured,  Mr.  Wilcox  and  his  friends 
went  on  {hore,.  where,  had  Mercutio  been  v/ith  theui^ 
they  would  have  felt  perfe<f^ly  eafy. 

There  were  three  Englifii  fliips  lying  at  anchor  there. 
The  Maltefe  commander  went  immediately  en  board, 
and,  after  informing  the  officers  of  what  had  happened, 
foiicitei  their  affiftance  in  behalf  of  the  dilb-elTed  (hip, 
which   was  rcaaiJy  complied  with  :  Three  ibut  long 
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boats  were  immediately  fitted  out  with  mafls,  fails  and 
tow-lines  ;  and  thus  equi]^ped,  proceeded  to  their  af- 
Cflance  ;  an  officer  from  each  fhip  attended  with  their 
refpective  crews,  and  all  under  the  dire(ftion  of  the  Mal- 
tefe  commander,  who  aded  the  part  of  a  pilot  on  the 
occafion. 

As  they  ufed  every  poffible  exertion,  they  hove  in 
fight  of  their  objecl  the  fecond  day  about  noon.  They 
found  the  crew  much  fatigued  and  difpirited  ;  hov/erer, 
they  lofl  no  time,  but  making  fafl  their  tow-lines  to  her 
head,  they  rowed  inceHIintly  until  they  brought  her 
into  the  harbour,  and  moored  her  fafely  along  fide 
the  Maltefe  fliip,  to  the  no  fjiiall  fatisfadtion  of  all  par- 
ties. Having  brought  them  all  fafe  into  port,  it  ap- 
peal's expedient  to  enquire  into  the  fate  of  Mercutio. 

The  commander  of  the  Galley  In  Vvdiich  he  was  car- 
ried off,  was  by  birth,  a  Spaniard,  who,  having  been, 
guilty  of  fome  enormities  in  his  own  country,  wdiich 
had  rendered  him  obnoxious,  fled  to  Candia,  where, 
after  renouncing  chriftianity,  he  obtained  the  command 
of  the  abovementioned  Galley,  and  by  his  piracy,  had 
accumulated  a  vafl  eftate.  Mercutio,  when  he  reco- 
vered his  fenfes,  immediately  enquired  for  Ifabella,  and 
was  informed  by  an  Englifh  (lave  (wiio  had  been  cap- 
tured fome  time  before)  that  he  alone  had  been  taken 
in  the  late  engagement  ;  adding,  that  fTie  Renegado  was 
not  willing  to  engage  lire'  Maltefe,  left  fortune  might 
throw  him  ij.Vio  their  hands,  and  therefore  conceived  it 
mcfi  advifeable  to  flieer  oJ  without  his  cuftoraaiy 
plunder.  B  Vol.  II. 
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Mercutio's  wound  was  examined  imn-vediately  on  their 
arrival  at  Candia,  by  a  Surgeon,  a  native  of  France, 
and  had  alfo  renounced,  who  very  dexteroufly  extrad^ed 
the  bullet,  which  was  no  eafy  matter,  it  being  lodged 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  fcapular,  v/here  it  had  lain 
three  days  and  three  nights.  He  was  alfo  very  fkiliul 
aiid  tender  in  applying  proper  dreffings  ;  fo  that  in  a 
vfery  fhort  time  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  hand  and 
arm.  The  Surgeon,  while  he  was  dreffing  his  fhoulder 
©ne  day,  enquired  of  our  hero  what  countryman  he 
was,  with  feveral  other  queftions  relating  to  his  palV 
adventures,  of  which  being  fatisHed,  he  told  him  he 
did  not  doubt  but  his  ranfom  could  be  obtained,  if  he 
had  friends  in  England,  that  would  advance  a  fum  of 
money  for  that  purpofe. 

]VIercutio  anfwered  him  with  referve,  but  hinted  that 
^e  /hould  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  ©f  writing  to  his 
friends,  if  pernaifiion  could  be  obtained.  He  promif- 
ed  to  procure  him  the  neceffaries  for  that  purpofe,  and 
would  alfo  pafs  his  word  for  its  being  conveyed  to  En- 
gland or  elfe v/here  with  fafety  and  difpatch.  He 
thanked  him  for  his  civility,  and  the  Frenchman  went: 
immediately  and  brought  him  pen,   ink  and  paper. 

Keying  had  an  interview  with  the  Renegado,  who. 
informed  hini  he  fhould  have  his  liberty  for  5000  dol- 
lars, and  no  lefs,  he  fat  down,  and  wrote  a  pathe- 
tic letter  to  his  father,  informed  him  of  his  fituation, 
and  requeuing  a  remittance  of  the  fum.  The  letter, 
j^aving  fixll  been  perufed  by  the  Renegado^  being  dif- 
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patcheJ,  and  the  uirgeon  having  pronounced  him  tho- 
roughly recovered,  our  hero  was  conduc^led  to  the  inte- 
iior  part  of  the  idanJ,  to  affill  at  a  building,  which  the 
Renegado  had  undertaken  to  erec51  in  the  centre  of  a 
ehryilal  lake^   about  four  hundi"ed  yards  in  diameter. 

The  plan  Was,  to  convey  large  hewn  flones  on  a 
kind  of  raft,  then  to  let  them  down  gradually  to  the 
bottom  fo  as  to  form  a  folid  and  level  foundation,  large 
enough  for  the  intended  fuperjlru<5lure.  In  this  man- 
ner it  was  to  be  raifed  above  the  furface  of  the  water, 
then  a  caufeway  to  be  erecfted  from  thence  to  the  fide  of 
the  lake,  to  convey  timber  and  other  materials  to  the 
fpot.  It  was  Mercutio's  lot  to  be  employed  in  the 
quarries,  where  he  was  obliged  to  labour  from  the 
dawn  of  day  until  the  flars  were  vifible  at  night,  in 
company  with  ten  other  Chriflians,  who  had  fome  time 
before  been  capture.!  by  the  apollate  Spaniard.  Among 
his  fellow  captives,  he  obferved  one  young  man  of  an 
amiable  countenance,  who  feemed  to  endure  his  fuf- 
ferings  with  the  utmod  impatience  and  anxiety. 

Our  hero  obferved  this  young  man's  uneafinefs  with 
much  concern,  and  would  frequently  refled  fo  atten- 
tively on  the  fufTerings  of  his  fellovv"  flave,  that  he  ab- 
folutely  fgrgot  his  own — This  was  a  happy  difpofition> 
what  a  pity  'tis  not  more  general  !  Here  all  interefted 
^Views  were  exclude:!,  and  every  form  fet  alide  ;  they 
were  fo  clofely  watched,  and  lo  continually  keptem- 
pioyeJ,.  that,  as  yet,  they  had  net  found  an  opportu- 
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nity  of  difcourling  on  the  fubjec^  of  their  woes,  or  of 
mingling  their  griefs.  This  reflection  places,  in  the 
moft  confpicuous  point  of  view,  the  innate  goodnefs 
of  Mercutio's  heart.     B  ut  to  return  : 

Mercutio,  by  frequently  meditating  on  the  vif  ble  anx- 
iety of  this  young  man,  began  to  grow  remarkably  pen- 
five  ;  and  he  fought  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  private- 
ly to  him,  in  order  if  poffible,  to  remove  part  of  the 
melancholy  which  preyed  continually  on  his   mind. 

He  did  not  wait  long.  One  night,  when  all  the  reft, 
worn  down  vv'ith  hunger  and  fatigue,  had  forget  their 
miferies  in  Heep,  the  young  man,  fetching  a  heavy 
(igk,  uttered  the  following  words  in  a  low  tone  of  voice. 
*'  Oh  my  God  !  How  long  fhall  I  endure  the  pain  and 
ignominy  to  whic'h  I  amatprefent  condemned?  Not 
only  deprived  of  my  libert}^,  which,  alone,  is  far  dear- 
er to  me  than  life  ;  but  cut  off  from  all  communication 
witli  thofe  I  hold  mod  dear,  which,  miferable  as  mj 
fjtuation  is,  would  aiToivJ  me  that  confolation  I  Hand 
fo  much  in  need  of  now — my  father  has  no  doubt 
left  Italy,  before  the  arrival  of  my  letter,  or  I  fhould 
have  heard  from  him  before  now — But  what  !  dare  I 
impioufly  call  in  queflion,  the  decrees,  or  repine  at 
the  difpenfations  of  Providence  ?  The  immoital  Jeho- 
vah has  promifed  that  he  will  never  forfake  fuch  as 
repofe  a  confidence  in  his  mercy  ;  then,  gracious  God  ! 
May  I  never  be  tempted,  or  being  tempted,  may  I 
never  yield  to  the  infernal  fuggeflions  of  thofe  accurfed 
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infi  cels'.vvhc  vvGulc  liave  me  to  lenciiRce,  .".s  they  have 
Jone^  the  Saviour  of  the  worhl,  and  embrace  the  damna- 
ble dodri.-.e  of  Ivlahomet.  l^Oj  though  they  ihould  add 
tomy-prefent  mifery  ,the  mcft  excrucialing  torments 
that  malice  can  devife,  and  cruelty  execute,  yet,  for- 
tified by  an  affiance  in  Thee,  I  (Lall  rife  fuperior  to  the 
perfecutions  of  men  and  devils,  and  {hall  be  enabled 
to  view  the  bowl,  the  dagger  and  the  bowfaing  witk 
the  utmolT:  compofure." 

He  paufeJ.  ivlercutio  had  been  all  attention  to  the 
foregoing,  and,  as  he  lay  clofe  to  his  f  de,  addreffed  him 
in  the  following  mgnner.  '^  My  dear  fellow  prifoner> 
it  is  no  fmali  confolation  to  me  to  have  met,  in  this  mi- 
ferabie  Ctuation,  a  ^erfon  of  your  exalted  fentiuients, 
for,  though  we  are  condemned  to  a  fiate  of  wretchej 
boitJage,  yet  that  God  who  has  called  us  into  exif- 
tencej  has  power  to  deliver  us  out  ofthe  hands  of  thofe 
enemies  to  all  good.  Then  let  us  cherifL  thofe  fenti- 
nients  which  you  have  expreiled,  it  Vvdll  render  cui: 
chains  lighter  ;  our  labours  will  becomt:  pleafant  to  us ; 
and  we  can  eat  our  coarfe  and  fcanty  fare,  not  only 
with  content  but  dianldulnefs." 

From  fuch  reileclions  as  thefe,  they  infenfbly  felt 
into  a  difcouiie,  on  the  dhlfrent  accidents  by  whicli 
they  had  been  reduced  to  their  prefent  unhappy  ftua* 
lion.  Mercutio  at  the  requell  of  his  companion,  re- 
lated (abating  fome  pai-tlcular  circumilances)  the 
v.hole  oi  his  adventures,  from  his  firfl  departure 
B    2 


i8  roRTr"NE's    reoT-BALi,. 

from  Enghnd,  to  that  moment.  "  Pray  fir,"  faid 
the  other,  ''  do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman, who  with  his  family  failedin  your  company  frcm 
Leghorn." 

'f  Wilcox,  fir,"  replied  our  hero.  "  O  Heavens  I 
fpj  father!"  exclaimed  the  youth,  with  emotion  : — 
This  declaration  Parprized  and  pleafed  our  hero,  and 
alfo  prompted  him  to  afk  feveral  queflions  concerning 
his  adventures  Iince  his   departure  froin  Leghorn. 

'^  Sir,"  faid  Wilcox,  *'  you  have  been  fo  obliging 
a$  to  give  me  a  detail  of  your  adventures,  therefore » 
though  my  narrative  is  by  no  means  interefting  to 
any  perfon  but  myfelf,  nor  the  incidents  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  furprizing  or  diverting,  yet,  to  refufe  a 
requefl  fo  natural,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  reafo- 
nable,  would  argue  ingratitude  as  well  as  ill-breeding. 

^^  It  IS  now  two  months  fince  my  departure  from 
Smyrna,  with  a  very  valuable  cargo,  for  Amfterdam  ; 
and  as  wind  and  weather  feemcd  to  favor  us,  I  was 
in  great  expedlation  of  making  a  fliort,  pleafant  and 
profitable  voyage— Heaven,  however^  had  ptheri^^ife 
decreed* 


«  On  the  fifth  day,  at  fun  fet,  we  were  attacked  by  the 
fame  Rover  by  whom  you  were  taken.  My  (hip  was 
deeply  laden,  and  h\  uo  coadition  for  an  engagement  ^ 
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confequently,  we  had  no  hopes  of  fafety,  except  It 
could  be  accomplifhed  by  flight  ;  but  this  attempt 
proved  abortive.  After  a  chace  of  five  hours  the 
Turks  overtook  and  grappled  us.  They  immediately 
began  to  board  us,  in  which  they  met  with  little  or  no 
cppofition  ;  we  being  as  I  before  obferved,  by  no 
means  able  to  prevent  them,  it  appeared  moft  prudent, 
to  make  a  virtue  of  neceffiiy,  and  endure  patienUjf 
what    we  were  unable  to  remedy. 

'« The  Pirates  after  taking  poiTeiTiOn  of  my  flilp, 
obliged  me  and  my  crev/,  together  with  two  young 
gendemen  from  London,  lately  efcaped  from  the  Spa- 
niards, to  go  on  board  the  Gallay.  Previous,  however, 
to  our  leaving,  they  made  free  to  fearch  and  flrip  us 
all  ;  in  doing  which,  they  treated  us  with  the  utmoft 
infult  and  contempt,  in  confequence  of 'hich  feveral 
lives  were  loft.  A  Turk  thruft  his  hand  into  Charles 
Howard's  pocket,  and  at  the  fame  moment  fpit  full 
in  his  face,  Auguftus  Davenport,  ftanding  by,  and 
obferving  what  was  done,  Inftantly  drew  his  fword, 
which  they  had  not  taken  yet,  and  with  one  ftroke, 
felled  the  infamous  fcouudrel  at  his  feet. 

"  A  dozen  Turks  inftantly  ruflied  on  lum,  Howard 
and  rayfelf  fupported  him,  and  a  bloody  battle  enfued. 
The  failors,  with  the  boatfwain  at  their  head,  advanced 
to  the  attack,  armed  with  handfpikes,  and  fuch  other 
weapons  as  they  could  find.  The  deck  was  foon  co- 
vered with  blood,  and,  in  this  ftage  of  the  battle,  I  re- 
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ceived  a  flroke  v/I\ich  deprived  mt  of  fenfe  until  all 
was  over. 

^^  When  I  recovered  enough  to  take  notice  of  the 'ob- 
jects which  furrounced  me,  I  found  my  feet  fail  in  the 
bilboes,  and  my  right  hand  joined  to  the  \t£t  hand  of 
one  of  my  failors,  by  a  pair  of  hand-curfs.  It  was  juil 
clearly  day  when  I  came  to  myfetf,  the  mofl  inaufpici- 
ous  day  I  ever  beheld.  I  found  ray fe'f  exceeding  weak 
and  fick  ;  indeed  it  was  no  wender,  for  though  I  was 
Infenlible  of  it,  I  had  bled  incelTantly,  from  tlie  time  I 
had  received  the  wound  ;  and  the  blood  was  fcarcely 
•Jlanched  when  I  recovered  my  fenfes,  as  I  was  inform- 
ed by  the  poor  fellow  to  whom  I  was  handcuiTed.  He 
fuid  the  two  young  gefitlemen  were  (he  believed)  both 
mortally  wounded  ;  but  they  uifpatched  fix  Turks  be- 
fore they  fell  4  at  length,  wounded,  weary,  and  over- 
powered by  numbers,  they  were  mangled  in  a  moft 
{hocking  manner,  and  finally,  hand-cufTed  together 
as  we  were.  The  boatfwain,  being  fingled  out  by  two 
of  the  infidels,  defended  himfelf  with  the  utmofl  b'raveiy 
^pr  fome  time,  at  length  they  ciofed  on  him  in  order  to 
throw  him  down  ;  but  he  being  both  flrong  and  acli^-e, 
clafpedene  in  each  arm,  and  by  main  ilrength,  being 
clofe  to  the  gunwale,  threw  himfelf  backwards  into  the 
fea,  and  taking  both  with  him,  they  all  perilhed  together.'* 

^'  Pray,  fir,"  faid  Mercutio,  with  Impatience,  ^^  can 
you  give  me  any  particular  account  of  thofe  two  yoiing' 

gentleraen  you  jufl  now  mentioned  :'- 
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<'^  Not  a  reiy  particular  one/'  replied  Wilcox, 
^'  but  I  un  Jerftand  they  remain  iVi  town,  under  the 
care  of  a  lurgeon,  in  order  to  have  their  wounds, 
whi^h,  though  many,  are  not  mortal,  healed  ;  for 
this  Spaniards  is  very  avaricious,  and  notwithftand- 
kig  he  is  much  enraged  at  the  (laughter  made  by  them 
among  his  men,  yet  wiiLes  to  have  them  healed  a« 
foon  as  poiuble,  as  he,  fuppoling  them  to  be  perfons 
of  diliin6\ion,  expecls  a  great  fuin  for  their  raflfom  ; 
and  in  this    I  tliink  he  is  not   miftaken." 

f-  Do  you  fuppcfe,"  refumed  our  hero,  "  there  is 
any  probability  of  their  being  fent  here,  when  their 
wounds  are  healed  ?"  ^-  I  am  pretty  well  afTjred  they 
will,"  faid.  he  ;  *^  this  I  am  informed  by  a  young  Chrif- 
tianllave,  who.m  the  Renegado  keeps  to  wait  on  him 
when  on  (hore  ;  and  when  he  goes  out  on  a  cruize, 
leaves  him  to  affift  an  old  Eunuch,  to  whom  he  com- 
mits the  caix;  of  all  histreafure. 

f^  This  boy  comes  here  two  or  three  times  a  week, 
with  orders  to  thofe  Eunuchs  who  have  the  care  of  us, 
and  are  all  fubordinate  to  the  old  one  in  town.  Yon 
fee  how  difficult  it  is  to  hold  any  com^erfation  even 
among  ourfelves,  much  more  to  fpeak  to  him,  as  he  is 
under  the  flro*igeri  ir.jandJions  to  hold  no  manner  of 
correfpondence  with  any  of  the  other  flaves  ;  yet  I  have 
found  means  to  converfe  with  him,  and  find  him  a 
fmart,  intelligent  lad,  fon  to  a  very  wortliy  man  who 
fciled  with  me  in  the  capacity  of  chief  mate:   He  has 
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fince  obtained  the  command  of  a  fliip,  and  failing  lafl 
year  to  the  Levant,  v/as  attacked  by  this  Renegade, 
but  was  unable  to  take  him  or  do  him  any  damage  ;  his 
fhip  being  a  remarkable  fwift  failer,  efcaped  the  Pirate  ; 
but  this  boy  unfortunately  felling  overboard,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Infidels  in  the  fame  manner,  only  uii- 
Wounded,  as  you  did." 

After  a  fliort  paufe  he  refumed,  *'  My  friend,  I  aju 
not  without  hopes  that  with  the  afliflance  of  this  lad, 
the  Renegado  once  more  at  fea,  and  Howard  and  Da- 
venport here,  we  might  find  means  to  efcape  from 
tliefe  devils  :  I  am  completely  verfed  in  the  Arabic 
language,  which  would  greatly  facilitate  the  ent£r- 
prize.  I  {peak  this  in  confidence,  if  you  conceive  the 
undertaking  to  be  attended  with  too  much  hazard j 
keep  this  a  profound  fecret,  as  a  difcovery  would  be 
fatal  to  us  all. 

^^  My  dear  fir,"  replied  our  hero, ''  you  need  be  under 
no  apprelienfion  on  that  fcore,  I  approve  the  plan,  and 
will  freely  become  a  fliarer  in  the  enterprize.  The 
tv^'f^  young  gentlemen,  you  have  mentioned  are 
intimate- friends  of  mine;  and  though  I  already 
anticipate  the  pain  it  will  give  me  and  them  on  meet- 
ing each  Gtl'.er  in  fuch  a  wretched  Ctuaiicn,  yet 
my  heart  pants  for  the  interview."  The  night  being 
far  fpent,  and  the  fpirits  of  thofe  unfortun.^ie  youths 
exhaufled,  they  fell  into  broken  {lumbers,  until 
the  return  of  day,  and  the  appearance  of  their  keep- 
ers arouling  them  to  a  repetition  of  infult  and  fatigue. 
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That  day,  Mirza,  whick  is  the  name  the  Renega- 
c!o  had  afllimed  when  he  had  renounced^  yifited  ihe 
quarries,  to  take  a  view  of  his  ilaves,  and  to  give  fome 
orders  to  the  Eunuch.s  who  had  the  fuperintendarxe  oF 
the  work.  He  appeared,  drefled  in  a  rich  Turkifh  habit, 
and  was  attended  by  the  above  mentioned  boy.  He* 
infpected  every  part  of  the  work  minutely,  and  appear- 
ed very  well  pleafed.  Heilaid  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
day,  and  when  he  was  going  away,  told  the  chief  of  the 
Eunuchs,  he  would  fend  two  more  flaves  the  next  day, 
and  concluded  with  peremptory  orc^ers  to  pii/L  the 
vs'ork  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  and  to  look  well  to  the 
Chriftian  (laves,  left  they  /Kould  form  any  cabals  or 
plans  to  efcape.  Thefe  orders  were  heard  and  under- 
llooi  by  Wilcox.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  Wilcox 
made  feveral  attempts  to  fpeak  to  the  boy,  but  the  vigi- 
lance of  his  keepers  rendered  that  inipraclicable. 

Night  coming  on,  a  ceHation  from  labor  afTcrded  an 
opportunity  of  refuming  their  nocturnal  difcourfe, 
which  was  the  only  thing  that  enabled  them  to  enc^ure 
the  fatigues  of  the  day  v/ith  any  degree  of  ratience. 


They  remained  filent,  until  their  fellovr-fufTercrs  wtre 
afleep,  when  MercutioaddrelTedhis  partner  in^afllicftion  : 
*"'  Well,  fellow-fuiTerer,  we  have  paft  another  weari- 
fome  day,  without  any  profpe<5l  of  relief.'^  "  Ay, 
faid  Wilcox,  and  this  day  has  proved  the  moft  morti- 
fying to  me  of  any  I  have  fpent  in  this  abominable 
place  ;  Tiie  coaicinptiious  looks  and  imperious  beha- 


» 


24  F  Q  R  T  U  K  e's      F  O  ©  T-B  ALT..    ^ 

viorof  that  piratical  villain,  cut  me  to  the  very  foul— 
I  was  more  than  once  tempted  to  dafh  his  brains  out 
with  the  inftrument  I  was  laboring  #ith.  What  mofl 
mortified  me,  was  the  impoHibility  of  fpeaking  to  the 
boy  ;  for  I  want  to  infpire  him  with  a  confidence  in  me, 
that  he  may  communicate  all  the  intelligence  he  can 
poifibly  colled,  with  regard  to  the  motions  of  the  Rene-, 
gado,  without  fear.^* 

Thus  they  fpent  good  part  of  the  time,  which  their 
tyrannical  mafler  allotted  for  the  recruiting  of  their 
ftrength,  fo  that  they  might  be  able  to  perform  their 
feveral  tafKS  on  the  enfuing*day  :  How  far  fuch  reft,  if 
reft  it  may  be  called,  would  tend  towards  their  refrefh- 
ment,  the  reader  may  judge,  when  he  is  informed,  that 
the  place  in  which  they  were  confined  at  mght,  was  a 
firong  wooden  building,  about  eighteen  feet  everyway, 
without  any  aperture  in  the  fides.  The  roof  was  con- 
ftru(5\ed  of  lirong  plank  double,  laid  tranfverfely,  nailed 
together,  and  f  erfeclly  flat.  In  the  middle  of  the  roof 
v/as  a  fmall.and  ftrong  trap-door,  by  which  thofe  un-  * 
fortunate  flaves  were  let  in  and  out.  A  rope-ladder, 
flillened  to  the  to^>  of  ti'.e  roof,  ferved  tliem  to  climb  up  ; 
thea  being  pulled  up  and  let  down  on  the  infide,  admit- 
ted them  into  their  apartment,  the  ladder  being  then 
drawn  up;  the  door  fecurely  locked  and  bolted,  and 
they  left  to  their  folitary  contemplations.  It  was  a 
favorable  circumftance,  however,  for  thofe  captives, 
that  feveral  carpenters  were  at  wwk,  preparing  fluu  for 
the  infukofthe  new  buildings  ;  and  they  were  permit- 
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IfeJ  to  gather  the  (liavhigs,  of  which  the^  made  a  coiii- 
men  bed  :  On  t'lis  they  ftretcheJ  their  vvearlej  limbs 
promifcuoufly^  which  was  accounted  a  particular  in- 
dulgence. 

Early  the  next  moraing,  the  two  a  Jdltional  flaves 
were  conduced  to  the  quarries,  under  convoy  of  four 
Turks,  who  belonged  to  the  Galley.  Immediately  on 
their  arrival,  they  were  comm.itted  to  the  charge  of  the 
chief  Eunuch,  and  their  condudors  inftantly  retired. 
Mercutio  fixed  his  eyes  attentively  on  the  two  flrangers, 
and  immediately  recollected  the  features  of  his 
ref  ecled  frienJs.  His  heart  had  already  embraced 
them,  but  prudence  forbiJany  other  communication  at 
that  time  :  They  did  not  appear  to  have  any  knowledge 
cF  him,  an  J  Jie  found  it  very  aiiiicult  to  fupprels  H^ 
emotion  on  this  occafion.  That  day  appeared  to  Mer- 
cutio the  longeft  he  had  ever  ietn  :  Night,  hewever,  at 
length  put  a  period  to  the  laborious  employment  of  the 
day,  anJ  their  guards  having  remanded  them  to  their 
uncomfortable  lodging,  fecured  the  door  and  left  them 
to  the  moft  mortifying  refltcdions. 

Our  hero  and  Wilcox  had,  for  thecom^enience  of 
difcourfing  together,  taken  their  lodging  in  a  corner  as 
far  detached  from  their  fellow-captives  as  poffible  :  To 
this  corner  they  conducted  the  flrangers. 

They  remained  a  long  time  filent.  Mercutio,  how- 
ever; unable  to  refr^n  any  longer,  infornied  the  Aran' 
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gers  in  a  whifper,  that  he  had  been  told  they  were  front 
London,  that  he  was  alfo  a  native  of  that  city,  and 
finally  requefted  to  know  their  names. 

The  anTwers  he  received,  completely  fatisfied  hi'm  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  perfons.  "  You,  no  doubt," 
continued  he  ^*  were  acquainted  with  Mercutio  ;  can 
you  give  any  account  of  him  ?  I  was  once  very  intimate 
with  him,  and  fhould  be  happy  to  hear  of  his  welfare.'' 

«  Mercutio  !"  exclaimed  Charles  ;  "  if  the  perfon 
you  mean,  be  the  fame  with  whom  I  once  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  being  acquainted,  I  am  forry  to  inform  you, 
that  he  lofl  his  life  at  fea  in  an  engagement,  at  which  I' 
was  prefent,  and  if  Providence  had  not  referved  me  for 
»iore  and  gi eater  misfortimes,  I  fhould  havd  /Lared  the 
hme  fate." 


Mercutio  told  him,  he  was,  happily,  deceived  with 
regard  to  the  fate  of  his  friend  ;  for,  he  alTuredhim,  he 
had  been  in  company  with  him  in  Leghorn  within  th« 
laft  two  months. 

<'  What  do  you  tell  me  ?"  faid  Charles — ''  Mercuti#  ^ 
living  !  Pardon,  mcj  (a-,  it  cannot  be  poffible — I  fa\r 
him  fwallowei  by  the  raging  ocean,  which  was  then  of 
a  crimfon  hue.  No,  no,  I  fhall  never  fee  him  more* 
Nothing  fhort  of  a  miracle,  could  have  delivered  him 
irom  the  fiiry  of  the  waves  :  The  bare  fight  of  the  hor- 
rid confli(5t — the  flaming  fhips — the  maimed  vi^Ums, 
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floating  on  various  fragments  of  the  fliifs^  under  cJomds 
of  burning  fulphur,  was  abiioft  fufficieiit  to  extinguiili 
life  without  any  other  accident.^' 

^'  I  confefs,"  fald  Mercutio,  <'  the  prefumptioa  iK 
favor  of  your  opinion  is  very  {Irong  ;  but  I  do  aver  that 
Mercutio  is  (lill  living,  for  fromhimfelf  I  had  the  ac- 
count of  his  miraculous  prefervation."  He  then  be-* 
gan  and  related  the  whole  affair,  as  it  has  already  beea 
defcribed. 

"  Thanks  to  heaven  !"  exclaimed  Charles — ^'  Pe^l 
haps  I  may  yet  live  to  fee  my  much  loved  friend — I 
hope  he  is  at  this  moment  happy :  Well  am  I  convinc- 
ed, if  he  was  acquainted  with  my  haplefs  fate, 
he  would  leave  no  means  unalTayed,  to  afford  me  the 
carlieft  relief.'' 

^^  I  am  fully  fenflble,"  replied  our  hero,  ^' of  the 
^sallingnefs  of  your  friend  to  ferve  you,  was  it  in  his 
power  ;  but  that,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  not  the  cafe,  for 
Fortune  is  not  yet  weary  of  perfecuting  Mercutio  ;  but 
has  vigoroufly  purfued  him  to  Candia,  where  he  is  in  a 
fmiilar  fituation  to  your  own.  Here,  tliough  we  arc 
refufed  light,  by  which  you  might  procure  occular  de- 
monllration  of  the  truth  of  this,  yet  you  may  refl  aflur- 
ed,  that  Mercutio  has,  with  his  own  mouth,  informed 
you  of  his  providential  efcape  from  the  dangers  of  the 
boiftfcrous  ocean,  to  be  again  captured  by  Mahometan 
PiraLes.'* 
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The  emotioas  of  Aiigullus  and  Charles  on  this  ex- 
planation, are  much  eater  imagined  than  clefcribed  : 
Each  fuppofed  the  other  long  fince  dead,  and  confe- 
quently,  all  hope  or  expectation  of  meeting  this  fide 
eternity,  were  excluded.  Their  difcourfe,  for  fome  time, 
was  fuch  as  might  reafonably  be  expe<5ted.  on  fo  inte- 
rcflinganoccafion,  and  between  fuch  fmcere  friends. 

Charles,  recounted  the  principal  ftages  he  had  palTed 
through  fince  their  feparation, 

^^  When  the  fhip  went  down,"  faid  he,  ^'  I  fmik  a 
great  v/ay  below  thefuiface,  and,  indeed  did  not  ex- 
ped  to  rife  any  more,  for  I  found  myfelf  drawn  vio- 
lently downwards  by  a  power  which  I  was  not  able 
to- refill:,  although  I  jifed  my  endeavour  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  At  length  I  found  my  eiTorts,  to  regaia  the 
furface  began  to  fucceed,  and,  after  being  nearly  fuf- 
focated,  I  found  my  head  above-water,  }uft  as  the 
Spaniards   began  to  retreat. 

'^  One  of  the  Spanifh  {lull's  burfl  into  fragments  jYft 
at  that  inflant,  and  one  of  her  mafts,  having  been  pro- 
jecled  to  a  prodigious  heighth  by  the  exploCou-,  fell  very 
near  me,  and  when  it  came  up,  I  exerted  all  my  flrength 
to  reach  it,  and  fortunately  fucceeded,  when  I  was  at 
the  point  of  giving  up.  I  th rev/ myfelf  a crofs  the 
mall,  fatigued  and  out  of  breath,  and  after  recovering 
a  little,  perceived  two  boats  toiling  about  among  the 
tlie  fragments   of  the  fhip.     I  called  aloud  for  help. 
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they  heard  and  came  to  me,  and  took  me  into  one  of 
the  boats,  where  I  had  not  been  two  minutes  before 
our  own  two  'fliirs  returning  ft'oni  the  chace  took  us 
on  board.  Though  the  fhips  were  much  diiabled, 
we  anchored  at  Portfmouth  in  fixteen  days. 

«  The  (liips  were  refitted  with  all  poffible  expedition  ; 
but  the  gentleman  who  commanded  the  fliip  in  which 
I  returned,  being  attacked  by  a  bilious  fever,  a  fevsf 
days  after  his  arrival,  died  before  his  fliip  was  ready 
for  fea.  The  admiral  being  informed  of  his  death, 
and  at  the  fame  time  of  my  being  on  board,  honoui'ed 
me  with  the  command. 

<«  The  firi^  orders  I  received  was  to  convoy  a  fleet  of 
tranfports,  laden  with  troops,  artillery,  ammunition, 
fmall  arras,  &:c.  to  Gibraltar;  and  afterwards  to 
cruife  in  the  Streigbts  three  or  four  weeks.  We 
faiiel  accordingly,  and  meeting  with  fair  vvinds  and 
weather^  made  a  {Lort  and  profpercus  voyage. 

<i  While  the  troo;>s,  &c.  were  landing,  I  f^  ent  great 
part  of  my  time  on  fhove  with  my  friend  Davenport, 
who  commanded  a  detachment  of  thofe  troops.  One 
evening,  being  in  company  with  a  number  of  militaiy 
officers,  I  ftaid  pretty  late,  as  Auguftus  had  proraifed 
to  accompany  me  onboard,  where  I  conftantly  (lept- 
I  fappofe  it  was  midnight,  when  we  broke  up,  and 
we  immediately  proceeded  to  the  place  where  my  boat 
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la/.  It  was  perf  ecfily  calm  when  we  embarked  ;  but 
before  we  had  get  three  hundred  yards  from  /Lore, 
the  wind  began  to  blow  from  the  weflward  in  a  tem- 
peftuous  manner,  and  along  and  heavy  fwell  follow- 
ing, we  were  many  times  in  danger  of  overfetting. 
We  made  fereral  attemvts  toreland,  but  in  vain  ;  the 
fwell  drove  us  from  the  fhore,  and  we  were  finally 
precipitated  into  the  TvTediterranean  without  maft,  fail, 
compafs,  or  one  mouthful  cf  food  or  drink.  ,  After 
toinng  about  on  the  convulfed  ocean  two  days  and 
nights,  almofl  faniifhed,  and  utterly  di veiled  of  hope, 
we  efpied,  about  the  clofe  of  day,  a  Spani/li  Barca-Ion- 
ga,  at  the  diflance  of  about  three  leagues.  It  was 
impofiible  to  efcape  them,  and  indeed  if  that  couU 
have  been  effected,  we  had  no  mind  to  make  the  expe- 
riinent,  as  death  would  have  been  inevitable  :  We 
therefore  refolved  to  furrenderourfelves  voluntarily  into 
their  hands,  and  leave  the  event  to  Providence  ;  we  ac- 
cordingly rowed  towards  them,  and  as  they  fleered  dire<fl- 
ly  for  us  we  foon  met.  They  threw  us  a  rope  as  foon  as  we 
were  along  fide,  and  Auguflus  and  I  v/ent  on  board  irji- 
niediately.  We  were  received  in  a  very  handfome 
manner  by  the  commander  and  officers  :  Our  men  were 
taken  on  board,  and  the  boat  hoilled  in.  The  com- 
mander afkedme  where  we  came  from  ;  how  long  we 
had  been  at  fea,  and  feveral  other  queflions  of  a  fimi- 
lar  tendency.  I  informed  him  of  the  particulars  of  our 
diilrefs  with  which  he  appeared  affected  ;  then  calling 
'^.  ^ttenda^jt  ordered  him  to  conducft  us  to  a  cabin,  and 
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provide  fomething  to  nourifh  us.  Ke  lilce^rlfe  orJer- 
€J  an  inferior  officer  to  fee  t!iat  my  men  were  taken 
care  of,  and  that  food  fLouId  be  given  to  them^butin 
fmall  quantities  for  a  day  or  two. 

*<  We  did  not  fee  this  worthy  commander  any  moi-e 
that  night,  for  the  fervant  after  ^laving  brought  us 
fome  hot  v/ine  and  a  fjnall  quantity  of  rulk,  informed 
us  that  was  all  he  was  diredled  to  give  at  that  time, 
and  that  after  we  had  refrellied  ourfelvcs,  he  would 
fhow  us  a  bed^  where  we  might  repofe  our  weary  limbs. 

^^  We  foon  devoured  our  fmall  rep  aft,  and  though 
our  appetites  feemed  to  crave  a  further  fupply  we  found 
ourfclves  exceedingly  refreflied  ;  we  then  w^ent  to  bed^ 
andflept  foundly  till  morning. 

'« They  failed  on  towards  Gibraltar,  their  defign 
(as  we  fuppofed)  was  to  reconnoitre,  as  they  hovered 
between  Centra  and  Alberan,  twenty- four  hours,  and 
having  fatisfied  their  curiof  ty,  took  wing,  and  in  four 
days  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Valencia. 

^^  The  next  day,  we  were  taken  on  /Lore  in  my  boat, 
and  left  under  guard  in  a  houfe  near  the  waler-iiJe  till 
further  orders  flioiild  .arrive.  We  did  net  remain  long 
in  this  lituation;  Auguftus  and  mpelf were  ccnducl- 
ed  to  a  fu[:erb  building,  in  the  eaft  wing  of  the  city, 
where  the  Spanifh  commander,  and  feveral  other  offi- 
cers^ naval  and  military^  were  afiembled, 


3* 

*'  We  were  feated,  and  interrogated  concerning  GUI' 
names,  country,  the  command  each  of  us  bore  mider  the 
crown  of  England  ;  the  reinforcement  we  had  brought, 
and  the  adual  flrength  of  the  garrifon.  Having  pafT- 
ed  this  examination  we  were  releafed  with  the  ufual 
forms.  All  my  endeavours  to  get  myb  oat's  crew  releaf- 
ed proved  ine.Te6^|p},  they  were  committed  to  clofe 
confinement.  We  had  each  of  us  a  good  fum  of  money, 
fo  that  we  were  in  no  want  of  any  thing,  except  liber- 
ty (we  could  not  fuppoTe  ourfelves  free)  and  that  wc, 
intended  to  regain  as  foon  as  polhble. 

"^  In  ordei-  to  eiTeifl  this,  each  of  us  purchafed  a 
Spanifh  habit,  and  took  lodgings  in  an  obfcure  part 
of  the  city  where  we  could  remain  inccg,  till  ancpf  or- 
tunity  (hould  olfer  us  to  depart  for  Gibraltar,  or  elfe- 
Where.  Having  deliberately  weighed  every  circum- 
flance,  we  concluded  to  travel  by  Ian  J  to  Barcelona^ 
and,  if  poiTible,  to  fail  from  thence  to  Italy. 

f^  We  foon  found  a  veffel  bound  to  Naples,  the 
paOfage  from  whence  to  Venice  was  but  fhort ;  wc 
pefolved  to  travel  from  tlience  to  Hamburgh,  from 
whence  it  wouli  be  eafy  to  procure  pafTage  to  En- 
gland. We  did  not  fappofe  it  fafe- to  travel  through 
France. 

^^  We  fet  forward,  and  avoiding  all  manner  of  com- 
munication with  travellers  on  the  rout,  arrived  im 
Barcelona  iii  fafety,  though  much .  fatigued. 
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^'  After  a  few  clays  reft,  we  maJe  diligent  inquiry 
for  a  vclTel  bound  to  Rome,  or  any  other  It:ilian  port  ; 
nve  foon  found  what  we  wanted,  and  arriviog  at  Na- 
ples, propofed  to  pafs  through  Venice,  and  from  thence, 
as  ^fore  concerted,  to  Hamburgh.  Although  tliis 
j.'lan  appeared  to  be  well  formed,  a^d  fee med  likely 
-enough  to  fucceed  ■;  yet  it  pleafed  God  to  difappoint 
-our  expecflations ;  for  we  had  failed  but  a  kw  leagues 
from  Salerno,  when  a  moil  tremendous  gale  of  wind 
drove  us  notwithflanding  ourmoft  vigorous  exertions, 
on  the  Lipariillcs-,  where  we  fuUained  confiderable  lols 
and  damage  :  This,  however,  was  but  a  prelude  t^ 
greater  misfortunes.  Our  lliip's  rudder  was  carried 
away,  and  every  moveable  on  board,  except  our  wear- 
ing apparel,  a  fmall  quantity  of  proviCon,  and  an 
•anchor  of  water,  were  tliiown  overboard  In  orj^r  io 
Jighten  the  veffel.  Unable  to  guide  without  a  rudder, 
and  the  gale  continuing,  we  were  daflied  through  the 
freights  of  Meilina  with  inconceivable  rapidity  :  D©f- 
pair  was  depided  in  every  countenance,  and  certain 
,  -it  is,  that  not  one  of  the  company  had  the  mof:  diidant 
expeclation  of  furviving  the  florm.  Anew  and  not 
lefs  terrifying  profpecl  foon  prefented  itfelf :  Tlie  ir- 
j-efflible  fury  of  the  current  foon  difgorged  us  into 
the  Mediterranean. 

«*  The  horror  of  our  Ctuation  beggars  defcription— 
To  the  complicated  diilrefs  I  have  already  mer.ticned, 
difeafe  attached  itfelf ;  our  little  prcvif  en  being  nearly 
©xliaufled,  particularly  water,  the  failors,  all  Italians, 
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fell  fick,  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmofl  difficulty  we 
prefei-ved  the  veiTel  from  fmking,  two  days  and  two 
nights  5«>  and  I  am  very  fure  we  could  not  have  kept 
her  above'  water  three  hours  longer ;  but,  thanks 
to  Heaven,  when  we  were  on  the  point  of  givilS||  all 
up  for  lofl,  ^ptain  Wilcox  was  fent  to  our  relief. 

**  The  mod  exhalted  benevolence  difplayed  i^felf 
in  the  treatment  we  received  fror;»  captain  Wil- 
cox, until  fortune  threw  us  into  thC; bands  'of  the 
Pirates,  which  was  on  the  third  day  after  we  forfook 
the  wreck, 

*'  As   you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  converEng 
with  the  Captain,  I  prefurae  he  has  informed  you  o^.^ 
the  particulars  of  our  being  captured,  and  the  treat-^ 
ment  we  have   received  fince.     We  have  made  appH- 
cafion  to   the  commander  at  Gibraltar  for  relief  which 
we  are  in  hopes  will  arrive   here  fhortly. 

4 

^*  Thus  I  have  given  you  a  fuccind  account  of  our  ' 
adventures,  fince  we  parted,  and  do  aiTure  you,  that 
meeting  with  you,  though  in  this  wretched  fituation,  - 
fenfibly  diminiines  the  weight  of  my  mifery,  and  has 
in  a  great  meafure  obliterated  the  melancholy  reflec- 
tions which  has 'preyed  on  my  mind,  ever  fince  we 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  thofe  in- 
fidels.*' 
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,  .Mercutio  then  briefly  recited  the  propofals  of  cap- 
tam  Wilcox,  adding,  that  he  yet  entertained  h-opes 
of  regaining  his  liberty.  They  were  highly|||)lea{ed 
with  it,  and  very  readily  agreed  to  become  fharers  iu 
the  enterprize. 

Sleep  at  length  arrefled  their  eyejP^^  and  put  an 
end  to  their  confultation  for  that  time.  Several  dayS;, 
'nay  weeks,  elapfed  but  neither  news  nor  relief  ar- 
rived from  Gibral  tar,  and  but  one  very  {Lort  interview 
with  the  boy  could  be  procured  by  Wilcox.  Howe- 
^ver  in  that,  fhorfas  itwas,  he  was  convinced  of  the 

lad's4|integrity,  who  though  young,  was  the  very  foul 

of  the  plan. 

Fortune,  at  Isjgth,  vouchfafed  to  dart  her  ciTulgent 
bean^   on  tliem.  '^.'One  day  as  the  Eunuchs  were  re- 
galing thexiiTelves,   after  having  iffued  to  the  unfortu- 
nate ilaves,    the  fcanty  pittance   which  was  appointed 
for  their  daily  fupport,  the  boy  arrived  with  a  mef- 
Tage    from     Mirza   to   the  chief  of    them,    which, 
wh  en  he  had  communicated,  he  hailed  to  the  quarry, 
w'-^ere  the  (laves   were  taking  a  little  nouri/hment,  if 
fucn  it    might  be  called.  -  Ke   informed  Wilcox  (  a 
part)  in  a   very  few  words,   that  the  Renegade  had, 
that  very  morning,  fet  fail  with  a  defign  of  cruifing 
OxT  Malta,  in  order  to  intercept  a  Maltefe  iliip,  which 
-.^le  had  certain  informatioo  was  to   leave  Cephalonia 
^..within  two,   or  at  the   moll  three  days,  with  a  very 
v.y^uabte  cargo,   which  he  was  determined  to  poiTefs 
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Wmfelf  of,  or  perifL  in  the  attempt.  The  particular 
right  was  appointed  for  the  executloH  of  their  plan  ; 
the  bc^was  to  place  himfelf  at  a  convenient  diftance^ 
fo  that  if  the  nrll  part  of  the  plan  fhould  fucceeJ,  he 
riight  be  in  readinefs  to  condu<ft  them  fb  Mirza's  i  <i 
if  not,  that  hdj^pght  retreat  alone,  without  danger  of 
difcovery  or  ^SpHpiifpicion^ 

So  far,  then,  matters  were  laid  in  a  proper  train, 
and  wore  a  favorable  ,afpte<ft. — The  boy<3eparted,  un- 
perceived  bj  the  Eunuchs  ;-|ptid  our  captives  havirg 
rn  fome  meafure  aflliaged  theif^unger,  renewed  their 
aprlicitlon  to  labor  :  The  remainder  of  tba#*day; 
their  drivers  appeared  to  have  relaxed  fomewhat  of 
their  former  vigilance  andfeverity— dfciing  approached 
—hope  filled  their  fouls,  and  evej^fting;,j^emed  to  ^ 
augur   fuccefs.  ^Wr\'."''    -'     *• 

We  will  kave  thofe  captives  in  the  qiearry,  ancJ  « 
follow  Mirza,  who  had  left  Candia  fe\^al  leagues 
behind,  refolately  determined  to  facri£ce  every  maa 
©n  board  tLe  fhip  he  was  in  quefi  of,  to  his  revenge  ; 
which  Was  identically  the  fame  fhip's  crew  which 
had  formerly  refcued  that  in  v/hich  Mercutio  Mi 
.!L?g}iorn, 

After  cruifing  feveral  cays,  Mirza  was  continual- 
ly on  the  watch,  perceived  JiC  Maltefe  heave  in  f  ght : 
He  was  but  juft  viGble  when  he  nrlt  efpied  her,  eon- 
fsqueatly,  hehad  time  to  make  the  iieceflary  arrange^ 


II 


rORTTJNE's    r«0  T-B  A  X  £•  J^ 

caents.  He  loH  no,  time,  but  inllantly  gave  orders  to 
prepare  for  an  engagement  ;  fwearing,  at  the  fan\e 
time,  by  Mahomet  that  he  would  fend  thegjpmned 
Ivlaltefe  to  hell,  or  go  there  himfelf,  before  the  fetting 
of  the  fun. 


m' 


The  Maltefe  commander,  foon  rec^H^ed  his  adver- 

ry,  and   made  mi 
mfiiS. :    In  the  me 
diniinidied  rapidly. 


fary,  and   made  immediate  preparatipn  for  the  enfuing 
conflid :    In  the  mean  time,  the  diHance  between  them. 


No  fooner  had  thep  got  within  hearing,  than  the 
Renegade  faluted  the  Maltefe,  with  an  order  to  ftrike 
his  colours  ;  in  anfwer  to  which  he  received  a  well 
pointed  broaclfide,  which  damaged  the  Galley  very 
much,  both  in  hull  and  rigging,  but  did  no  other  exe- 
cution. This  did  but  exaf]:erate  the  Pirate  the  more, 
he  again  repeated  his  oath,  of  facrificing  every  man 
on  boardj  and  to  that  end,  made  a  vigorous  attempt 
to  board>v.in  order  to  imprefs  them  with  terror  ;  but 
in  this  they  were  deceived  ;  for  the  Maltefe  having 
brought  fix  guns  to  bear  upon  the  Galley  in  an  oblique 
direction,  loaded  with  grape,  difcharged  them  foad- 
vantageoufly  as  to  kilf  five  Turks,  befides  Mirza> 
uho,  in  a  violent  rage,  was  giving  orders  to  grap* 
pie  the   fhip. 

This  lafl  difcharge  put  an  end  to  the  confii^,  the 
crew  on  boai-d  the  Galley,  confifling  of  only  five  Turks 
and  feven  Cbriftians^  which  lafl  were  chained  to  the 

D  VoL.II. 
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oar,  they  let  her  drop  aftern  ;  the  Turks  finding  t» 
their  coft,  they  were  over-matched,  exerted  their  ut- 
mofl  fpfed  to  efcape  the  Maltefe,  who  being  deeply 
laden  and  not  in  a  capacity^  to  gi\^  them  chace,  bore 
away  for  Malta^anJ  were  foon  cut  of  fight  and  hearing 
of  the  Pirat< 


I 
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Three  of  the  *Rirks  remaining  on  board  the  Galley 
Were  officers,  and  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  Mir za 
from  the  time  of  his  renunciation  ;  and  now  each  in- 
tended, fecretly,  to  feize  up#n  the  effecls  of  their  late 
co-partner  in  guilt,  as  amattef  of  right.  They  were 
therefore  unanimous  in  fleering  towards  Candia,  ac- 
cordingly taking  every  pofhble  advantage  of  wind  and 
water,  they  arrived  in  their  old  port  on  that  very 
.evening,  which  our  heroes  had  appointed  to  make 
a  vigorous  elTort   to  regain  their  freedom. 

Having  moored  the  Galley,  one  of  the  three  Turks 
aforementioned,  fufpe<5ting,  perhaps,  his  own  ability 
to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  whole  of  the  plunder,  and 
that,  if  his  rivals  ftiould  unite  to  oppofe  him,  they 
might  deprive  him  of  any  (hare,  and  perhaps  of  life^i 
propofed  either  a  joint  partnerfhip  or  an  equal  divi- 
£on  of  the  whole.  This  propofal  was  rejeded  with 
contempt  by  the  other  two  :  Each  claimed  an  ex* 
clufive  right  to  the  difpofal  of  the  property.  Some 
altercation  enfuing,  a  rencontre  took  place,  to  which 
two  of  the  parties  attacked  the  third,  who  did  not 
flinch  a  ftep,  but  dealt  his  favors  fo  liberally  that 
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m  two  minutes  he  difpatched  one  of  bis  antngoRifls, 
and  mortally  v/ounded  the  other  ;  who  in  the  fiime 
inftant  fplit  his  head  to  the  chin,  with  his  fajj^'e^  aad 
both  Fell  together. 

We  will  turn  our  eyes  from  this  horrid  {cene>  lA 
order  to  difcover  the  movements  of  Mercutio  and  his 
friends.  At  the  ufual  hour,  the  flaves  wete  conduft- 
«d  to  their  place  of  confinement  by  their  keepers,  who 
were  fix  in  number  :  Their  company  had  been  thaC 
day  confiderably  diminiflied,  a  party  of  nine  flaveS 
and  five  Eunuchs  having  gone  to  a  mountain  abouC 
nine  miles  diflant,  to  prepare  timber  for  fawing,  and 
was  not  to  return  forfeverai  days.  There  was  but 
one  of  the  captives  left  at  the  quarry,  who  had  been, 
taken  before  captain  Wilcox,  he  had  been  lixteen 
months  in  captivity,  his  name  was  Fitzgerald^t  a  na- 
tive of  Kilkanny. 

Our  young  adventurers,  though  they  intended  to 
5idmit  all  their  Chriflian  brethren,  to  participate  with 
them  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  intended  expedition,  yet, 
they  had  prudently  concealed  their  intentions  from 
all  but  the  boy.  In  the  courfe  of  the  lall:  afternoon, 
however,  they  concluded  it  mofl  expedient  to  feel  the 
pulfe  of  Fitzgerald,  and  if  they  found  him  either  timid 
or  averfe  to  the  attempt,  to  let  it  remain  a  fecret,  until 
the  critical  moment ;  but  if,  as  they  expected,  his 
wifhes  were  congenial  with  their  own,  t®  develope  the 
whole  plan,  and  hold  then-selves  in  readinefs  for  adioite 
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They  found,  on  examination,  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
had  long  panted  for  fuch  an  opportunity,  and  when  he 
began  fo  perceive  the  drift  of  their  converfation,  the 
ardency  of  his  entreaties  for  a  full  explanation  of  their 
intentions,  and  the  avidity  v/ith  which  he  caught  every 
Tyliable  they  pronounced,  left  them  no  ^oubt  of  the 
propriety  of  communicating  the  whole  bu£nefs  without 
lefervc. 

Fitzgerald  was  in  raptures,  and  already  anticipated 
the  fwests  of  fhat  liberty  of  which  he  had  been  fo  long 
and  painfully  deprived. 

Having  refolved  on  the  time  and  mode  of  attack, 
they  anxioufly  waited  the  arrival  of  the  moment  in 
which  they  were  determined  to  free  themfelves  from  the 
power  of  the  infidels  or  facrifice  their  lives  in  the  at- 
temct. 

It  was  dark  when  they  were  commanded  to  afcend 
the  rope  ladder  ;  they  had  each  concealed  a  fhort  wood- 
en truncheon  between  the  canvafs  frock  and  the  fkin  ; 
Wilcox  advancing  to  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  on  each 
iide  of  which  flood  a  Eunuch. 

This  was  the  critical  moment!  Wilcox,  at  one 
firoke,  felled  the  one  on  his  right,  at  the  fame  inllant, 
exclaiming,  f' God  fpeed  us!"  which  was  the  Cgnal 
for  the  onfet — he  attacked  the  other  ;  in  a  quarter  of  a 
miHute  the  iix  Eunuchs  were  proHrated.     The  fliock 
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tras  f®  fuJclen,  and  the  flrolce,  fo  well  diiectca,  that 
reliflance  was  impoiTible.  They  immediately  cut  the 
rope  ladder  into  convenient  lengths,  and,  taking  the 
llrands  apart,  bound  them  fecurely  two  and  two  toge- 
ther. They  then  raifed  them  up  and  compelled  them 
to  march  to  their  lodging  with  threats  of  immediate 
death  if  they  prefumed  to  utter  a  word  ;  then  putting 
them  in,  they  locked  the  door  fecurely,  left  them  to  their 
private  cogitations,  and  departed  in  queft  of  the  boy, 
whom  they  found  waiting,  according  to  appointment. 

So  far  then  their  fuccefs  equalled  their  mofl  fanguine 
expeclations. — There  was  no  time  to  lofe,  they  there- 
fore prefTed  forward  with  all  poffible  f]-eed^  to  the  dwel- 
ling houfe  of  Mirza. 

Having  gained  admiffion  by  means  of  the  boy,  they 
ruiLed  upon  the  old  Eunuch,  bound  and  gra^ged  him, 
and  locked  him  up  in  a  ciofet. 

The  boy  then  conducfled  them  to  an  apartnlent, 
which  it  feems,  was  the  grand  depot,  or  magazine,  of 
thofe  Pirates.  Here  they  found  all  kinds  of  clothing, 
fire-arms,  &:c.  together  with  a  flrong  iron  chefl  full  of 
money  ;  and  as  every  one  prefent  had  been  robbed  of 
more  or  lefs  by  the  owner  of  the  chefl,  they  thought  it 
no  felony  to  break  open  and  divide  the  contents  of  it 
among  them,  which  they  immediately  did,  giving  the 
jboy  an  equal  dividend. 

JD    2 
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Having  fupplled  themfdves  with  arms,  ancl  moHty, 
they  valued  themfelves  on  the  acquifiticn,  and  began  to 
think  thej  were  in  a  tolerable  pofture  of  defence. 

But  notwItMlanding  the  promifing  flate  of  their  af- 
fairs, they  remembered  they  were  yet  within  the  lines 
of  the  enemy,  confequently  in  a  critical  and  dangerous 
predicament ;  therefore  wifely  refolved  to  flay  no  lon- 
ger there  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  As  they  were 
leaving  this  apartment.  Captain  Wilcox  obfervinga 
rich  Turkifh  kabit,  which  Mirza  ufually  wore  when 
oixfhore,  took  it  down  and  folded  it  up,  with  a  tur- 
ban, decorated  with  gems  of  great  value,  faying, 
•«  Though  I  do  make  free  to  take  thefe  things  without 
leave,  I  hope  the  gentleman  who  claims  them,  will 
cxcufe  me,  when  he  rellecls,  that  he  has  property  of 
mine,  in  his  own  hands  to  a  much  greater  amount ; 
A-t  all  w^nts,  I  will  rifque  his  difpleafure,  as  I  exped 
JO  have  particular  occafion  for  fuch  a  kabit  in  the  courfe 
pf  m.y  peregrination."  Their  young  guide  then  led  them 
Into  a  fort  of  ware-houfe,  where  hung  all  kinds  of  dried 
provifions  and  fruits.  Among  other  curiofities,  he 
fhowed  them  a  pipe  of  excelleat  Malaga,  with  which, 
notwithftanding  the  precepts  of  Mahomet  and  the  in- 
|unaions  of  the  Mufti,  Mirza  regaled  himfeif  privately. 
They  drank  a  little  of  his  prohibited  beverage,  and, 
every  one  taking  as  much  of  the  provilions  as  he  was 
abk  to  carry,  they  fet  out  for  the  water  fide  where 
iJiey  arrived  without  any  oppoficioa  or  iaterruptioo, 


r  o  R  f  u  K  e's   r  o  o  t-B  a  l  e.  4^ 

Nothing  could  exceed  their  aftonifliment,  when,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  three  hundred  yards,  they  per- 
ceived the  identical  Gaily  in  which  the  Renegado  had 
i^ikd^  but  a  fhort  lime  before. 

This  difcovery  threw  them  into  the  Utmofl  confler- 
toation.  They  flopped  fuddenly,  and  as  their  affairs 
feemed  to  wear  a  defperate  afpeciy  eonfulted  for  a  few 
minutes  on  the  great  hazard  they  were  expofed  to  ia 
cafe  they  fhould  unfortunately  be  diicorercd :  The  re- 
fult  was,  to  embark  at  all  events,  and  if  difcovered  and 
attacked  by  their  enemies  never  to  furrender  themfelves ; 
but  conquer  the  infidels  or  perifli  under  the  cimeter. 

They  embarked  immediately. 

The  moon  /hone  in  its  full  fplendor,  and,  in  the 
inoft  profound  filence,  and  with  ail  imaginable  {]:eed, 
they  began  to  unmoor  the  Galley.  They  perceived 
hy  the  light  of  the  moon,  feveral  perfons  go  on  /here 
from  the  other  Galley,  and  ftiape  theircourfefor  Mir* 
2a's  houfe.  The  boy  faid  he  was  certain  that  fome* 
thing  flrange  had  happened  on  board  the  Galley,  as 
Mirza  never  remained  on  board  after  the  Galley  was 
moored ;  nor  fuffered  his  officers  or  flaves  to  go  on 
&ore,  till  fhe  was  unloaded,  an  i  added,  that  he  was 
not  among  them  who  had  jufl  left  the  Galley. 

Their  curiofity  to  know  what  nitight  have  happened 
was  too  powerful  to  be  reined,  yet  koew  aot  how  to 
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procure  any  information.  Some  were  of  opiBion,  t^at 
their  fafety  depended  on  putting  to  fea  inftantly,  but  the 
greater  part  objeded,  alledging,  that  if  in  moving 
from  the  fhore^  they  ftiould  be  obferved  by  thofe  on 
board  the  other  Galley,  a  vigorous  purfuit  would  ine- 
vitably enfue,  and  as  the  Pirates  were  more  in  number, 
and  better  prepared  for  an  engagement  than  they,  death 
and  defl:ru(5!ion  mufl  be  the  unavoidable  confequence. 

The  boy  propofed  going  on  board  the  other  Galley, 
and  fee  how  matters  ftooJ,  obferving,  that  as  he  tvas 
jperfedly  acquainted  with  the  whole  crew,  he  could 
eafily  invent  a  flory  to  amaze  them  and  in  the  mean 
time,  inform  himfelf  of  all  he  wanted  to  know.  This 
propofal,  however,  was  on  the  px)int  of  being  rejeded 
for  fome  time.  It  was  urged  that  perhaps  Mirza  might, 
notwithftanding  his  former  cuftom  of  going  on  fhore 
immediately  on  his  arrival,  remain  on  boarJ,  if  fo, 
and  he  fhould  difcore'*  the  boy,  he  would  doubtlefs 
queflion  him,  and  finally  extort  the  whole  fecret  from 
him ;  ^nd  that,  having  him  In  his  power,  he  might 
difpofe  his  meafures  fo  as  to  defeat  their  whole  plan 
with  greater  facility  than  he  poilibly  could,  was  he  to 
difcover  them  juft  as  they  w^ere  leaving  the  fhore. 

All  thefe  confultations  were  held  and  the  confequen- 
dal  refolutions  taken  in  a  very  few  minutes. 

At  length,  it  was  ag>eed  to  let  the  boy  go,  to  hold 
tv^ry  thing  ia  readinefs  to  Hart  in  a  nxomtiit,  aad^  if 
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the  boy  did  not  return  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  put 
to  fea  and  make  the  bed  of  their  way  to  fome  part  of  the 
main  land,  where  peradventure  they  might  be  able  to 
elu^e  the  vigilance  of  their  purfuers. 

The  boy  returned,  within  the  time  limited,  bringing 
with  him  all  the  Chriilian  flaves  that  were  in  Mirza's 
Galley.  "Good  news!  Good  news!"  exclaimed  the 
boy — "  Mirza  is  dead — The /hip  he  went  in  purfuit  of, 
was  well  manned — repulfed  them  bravely — killed  Mir- 
za and  four  of  his  Turks  :  The  reft  brought  off  the 
Galley,  glad  to  efcape  with  their  lives.'' 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  whether  their  joy  or  aftonl/hment 
predominated  :  Certain  it  is,  the  mefTage  was  the  moft 
welcome  that  had  faluted  their  ears  for  a  long  time. 
They  interrogated  the  Tiaves  who  had  been  releafed 
by  the  boy,  and  their  f^ory  exa(51Iy  corroborated  with 
what  they  had  already  heard.  Thefe  poor  fellows 
proved  to  be,  all  but  one,  Captain  Wilcox's  failors  ; 
they  were  overjoyed  to  find  their  Captain  in  the  com- 
pany :  They  alfo  further  informed  him,  that  the  Gal- 
ley was  fo  much  damaged  in  the  late  engagement,  that 
it  would  require  much  time  and  labour,  before  flie"* 
could  pofTibly  put  to  fea  again. 

Being  now  alTured  of  the  death  of  Mirza,  and  of  the 
impoffibihty  of  being  purfued,  if  any  of  his  adherents 
fliould  attempt  it,  their  being  no  craft  to  be  had  Vv'ithin 
many  miles^  they  refolved  to  fail  inftantly.     Tliey  im- 
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mediately  caft  off  their  moorings  and  cominitting  them- 
felres  to  the  protedion  of  the  Supreme  Being,  hoifted 
fail  and  put  I©  fea.  A  fine  breeze  fpringing  up,  and 
the  veiTel  being  a  tolerable  failer  and  in  good  trim,  they 
made  a  profperous  and  very  expeditious  trip  to  And- 
och. 

On  their  paiTage,  they  concluded,  that  Captain 
Wilcox,  as  he  fpoke  the  Arabic  language  fluently-, 
rhould  go  fifft  on  fhore  in  his  Turkifh  habit,  with  the 
boy  to  attend  him,  and  endeavour  to  difpofe  of  the 
Galley.  This  refolution  being  taken,  he  went  on  fhore 
early  oh  the  next  morning  after  their  arrival,  and  ac- 
quitted liimfelf  fo  well,  tliat  before  night  he  difpofed  of 
the  velTel  to  a  merchant,  for  three  thoufand  five  hua,- 
Ired  crowns. 

The  next  day,  the  merchant  went  on  board,  examin- 
ed his  bargain,  feemed  very  well  pleafed,  and  paid  the 
linoney  to  Captain  Wilcox,  who  ^ve  him  poi^efrion  pf 
the  Galley,  riggl»g,  &c. 

They  made  no  flay  in  Antioch  but  proceeded  Im- 
■  mediately  to  Alleppo,  from  whence  a  Caravan  was  to 
fet  out  in  two  days  for  Bagdat* 

They  remained  four  days  in  Bagdat,  from  whence 
they  proceeded  to  Ifpahan,  where  they  divided  the  price 
of  the  Galley,  esqually  among  the  whole  company.    ,    ^ 
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Here  they  procured  private  lodgings,  but  the  impa- 
tience of  Captain  Wilcox  to  Tee  his  fadier  and  otlier 
friends  would  not  permit  him  to  remain  longer  than 
five  days  in  Ifpahan.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  determined  to 
accompany  the  Captain  as  far  as  Ardevil  on  his  route 
to  Peterfburgh,  ^vhere  he  had  feveral  friends,  they 
therefore  took  an  aiTedionate  farewel  of  Mercutio  and 
his  friends,  and  proceeded  towards  Allracan,  taking  the 
boy,  by  his  own  deC re,   with  them. 

Mercutio,  Chades  and  Auguflus  began,  once  more, 
to  breathe  freely ;  and  though  their  anxiety  to  return  to 
their  deareft  conne<5tions  and  native  country,  was  ex- 
ceeding great,  yet,  as  they  had  fo  long  endured  the 
mofl  humiliating  and  painful  flavery,  and  were  now  re,- 
/lored  to  new  life,  as  it.  were,  and  liberty,  they  deter- 
mined to  fpend  one  month  in  Perfia,  in  order  to  recruit 
their  wafted  ftrength,  and  to  make  fome  obfervations 
on  the  cuftoms  and  genius  of  the  natives.  In  order  to 
this,  they  procured  each  a  complete  Perfian  habit,  and 
refolved  to  live  as  privately  as  poffible. 

They  had  been  near  three  weeks  In  Ifpahan,  had  vl- 
fited  every  place  of  amufement,  and  had  feen  every  thing 
worthy  of  the  attention  or  obfervation  of  the  curJous> 
when  they  -were  informed  that  the  Sophi,  intenc'ed  to 
revier/  his  cavalry  on  a  beautiful  plain  at  the  diilanec  of 
feven  miles  from  the  city. 

They  refolved  to  indulge  themfelves  with  a  fight  of 
the  Periian  monarch,  whom  yet  theyiiad  not  feen,  and 
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iikewife  tke  evolutions  of  his  cavalry,  whofe  dexterity 
tliey  had  frequently  heard  applauded. 

Horfes  were  procured,  and  they  fet  out  early  in  the 
day,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  chooiing  a  con- 
renient  fituation  :  This  done,  they  difmounted  and 
waited  the  arrival  of  the  cavalcade. 

In  a  fhort  time,  the  approach  of  the  Sophi  was  an- 
nounced, by  a  fucceffion  of  /houts,  the  echoes  of 
which  reverberated  from  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
refembled  the  found  of  diflant  thunder. 

Under  a  cloud  of  duft  which  overfpread  the  whole 
plain,  at  length,  appeared  in  the  front  of  a  vaft  body 
pf  hdi-fe,  his  majefty,  mounted  on  a  beautiful  Arabian, 
and  his  fon  Abbafs,  prefanotive  heir  to  the  PerGan 
Uiadem,  on  his  left,  a  youth  of  about  fifteen. 

Our  herd  and  his  friends  wei-e  highly  gratified  with 
the  performance  of  the  cavalry,  for  though  their  ma- 
noeuvres are  quite  dilTerent  from  thofe  of  the  Englifli 
horfe,  itmufl  be  confefled,  the  Perfians  are^imaziHgly 
expert  at  throwing  the  lance,  as  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  fee  them  flick  a  lance  into  a  mark  as  fmall  as 
a  {hilling,  when  on  full  fpeed,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty- 
yard  s. 

The  fun  {hone  clear,  and  the  arms  and  accoutre-^ 
ments  of  the  men,  as  well  as  the  furniture  of  the  horfes^ 
reflected  its  rays  with  encjeafed  luilre. 
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The  young  prince  rode  a  herfe  young  and  fkittifli, 
thefudden  motion  of  the  cavahy,  in  drawing  thei^ 
fvvords  in  oppofition  to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  produced 
an  inftantaneous  ftream  of  light,  Cmilar  to  a  flafti  of 
lightning,  which  fo  aurighted  the  horfe,  that  he  darted 
away  with  his  utmofl  fpeed,  towards  a  fmall,  though 
deep  and  rapid  ftream  called  Zenderhend  ;  the  prince 
unable  to  check  his  career,  was,  in  the  greateft  appre- 
henlicn  of  danger,  borne  away  at  an  amazing  rate. 

It  happened,  fortunately,  that  Mercutio  and  his 
company,  being  well  mounted,  took  a  fiiort  cut,  in  or- 
der if  poiTible  to  intercept  tlie  paflage  of  the  affrighted 
beafl,  to  the  river.  The  prince  called  aloud  for  help, 
being  then  within  a  few  perches  of  the  ftream  when 
Charles  and  Auguftus  threw  themfelves  between  him 
and  it,  while  Mercutio  undauntedly  fpurring  his  horfe, 
feized  the  prince's  bridle,  gently  curbed  and  turned  the 
foaming  courfer. 

The  whole  body  was  In  motion,  and  advancing  ra- 
pidly to  the  fpot,  where  Charles  and  Auguftus  were  af- 
Cfting  the  young  prince  to  difmount,  who  was  by  that 
time  faint  and  almofl  breathlefs. 

They  had  juft  placed  him  under  a  tuft  of  tre^s,  wheti 
tkey  were  furrounded  by  the  whole  company.  The 
Sophi  difmounted  inftantly,  and,  giving  his  horfe  to  an 
attendant,  flew  to  his fon,  and  takinghis  hand,afi"eclion- 
ately  enquired  if  he  had  received  any  hurt.     Being  fa- 
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tisfieJ  of  his  foil's  fafety;,  he  turned  to  Merciitio,  and 
5n  the  Arabic  language  faid,  ^<  My  dear  friends,  I 
*^  have  not  the  happinefa  of  an  acquaintance  with  the 
*'  names,  perfons  or  quality  of  the  generous  prefervers 
^^  of  my  fon  ;  but  thanks  to  the  immortal  Alia,  I  have 
<'  it  in  my  power  to  reward  their  noble  actions.  You 
*'  will  therefore  accompany  us  to  our  palace,  where 
*'  you  fliall  experience  a  fpecimen  of  our  uncere  grati- 
**  tude.'' 

Tfiey  gave  their  afient  by  the  moft  profound  obei- 
fance.  The  prince  being  remounted,  they  fet  forward 
towards  the  city  amilft  the  repeated  acclamations  of 
the  furrounding  multitude. 

The  beams  of  gratitude  which  darted  alternately  on 
Mercutio,  Charles  and  Auguftus,  from  the  fine  expref- 
five  eyes  of  Abbafs,  were  ra oft  flattering  ;  He  would 
not  be  feperated  from  them  ;  but  rode  between  Charles 
and  Mercutio  to  the  gates  of  the  palace. 

The  welcome  they  ireCelved  from  Kerini  Khan,  the 
Sophi,  was  fuch  as  would  have  flattered  the  greatefl 
potentates  ;  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  the  fpontaneous 
production  of  a  grateful  and  benevolent  heart.  '<  My 
*^  worthy  friends,"  faid  he,  ''  I  have  one  requeft  to 
**  make,  and  that  is,  that  while  you  are  under  our  reof, 
'^  you  will  divefl  yourfelves  of  every  reflraint,  exprefs 
'<  your  fentiments  freely,  openly  and  candidly ;  with- 
'*  out  tliis,  converf  ation  lofes  all  its  energy,  and  be- 
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*''  comes  languid,  cold  and  inEpiJ."  But  the  uncoiTi:- 
mcn  attentions  of  young  Abbafs  exceeds  defcripticn  ;■ 
the  adivity  of  his  new  friends ;  his  miraculous  prefer- 
vation,  and  his  own  acknowledgments,  was  the  only 
theme  he  wifhed  to  dwell  on  ;  and  when  his  difcourf^ 
on  this  fubjed  was  interrupted,  his  eyes  tacitly  exprefT- 
ed  the  ardour  of  his  feelings. 

The  Sophi,  at  firft  fuppofed  them  Perfians  ;  but^ 
perceiving  his  error,  he  defired  to  be  informed  of  their 
names,  country,  and  profeflicns,  whether  naval,  mili- 
tary or  commercial.  Mercutio  then  briefly  related 
their  adventures,  as  they  have  been  in  the  foregoin^f 
pages. 

Kerim  liftened  to  the  tale  with  aftoniff^Yient ;  re- 
gretted their  loffes  ;  fympathized  in  their  misfortunes, 
and  rejoiced  in  their  efcape.  He  ex_  relTed,  in  the 
mofl  animated  terms,  his  fatisfacfdon  in  the  difcovery  of 
their  being  natives  of  England.  "  I  have  long  had  the 
^'  mofl  ao'dent  defire  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with 
^'  his  Brittanic  majefty.  I  am  convinced  that  a  com- 
^'  mercial  correfponde^ice  might  be  carried  on  very  ad- 
•'■'  vantageouily  by  the  way  of  Ruffia  ;  but  the  Em- 
*'  prefs  is  jealous  of  the  power  of  your  countrymee, 
^'  and  is  afraid  if  they  once  get  footing  on  the  Cafpian 
'•'  fhore,  the  navigation  of  that  fea  will  be  monopolized 
'■'  by  them  ;  and  her  commercial  interefls  in  this  part  of 
•^  the  worM  totally  extingulfhed.  Was  this  not  the  cafe, 
'"'  I  iliouU  be   hippy  to  open  a  communication  witk 
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f^  England  which  I  am  fatisfied  would  be  to  our  mutual 
"  advantage  ;  however,  it  is  not  impoffible  that  thefe 
«^  matters  may  be  brought  about  in  the  courfe  of  a  few     i 
^^  years. 

Hs  then  afked  feveral  quefllons  concerning  the  con- 
flitution,  laws,  &c.  of  England  ;  the  anlwers  to  which, 
made  byMercutio,  were  fo  perfpicuoits  and  fatisfacflory, 
that  Abbafs,  as  well  as  his  father,  v/as  both  delighted 
and  furprifed. 

.  They  were  funimoned  to  dinner,  w^hich  conOfled  of 
the  moft  choice  viands,  fweet-meats,  milk,  rice,  8cc. 
after  v/hich  they  retired  to  the  magnificent  gardens  of 
the  palace,  v/hich  are  varioufly  and  beautifully  difpof- 

eJ,  as  wdl  as  very  extenfive. 

^    Here  the  Sophi  gave  a  loofe  to  unreftrained  conver-^ 
fation,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  he  requefled  them  to 
give  hisn  a  defcription  of  the  ftanding  forces  of  Great-  .\ 
Bntain,  naval  and  military,  together  with  the  general  I 
charader  of  the  natives. 

In  compliance  v.ith  this requefl,  Charles  gave  him  a 
very  particular  defcription  of  the  naval  eftablifhment ; 
the  mode  of  difcipline  at  fea  and  in  action  ;  the  number 
oTfnips  then  in  actual  fer vice  together  v/ith  the  number '* 
of  guns,  v/eight  of  metal,  and  number  of  men  in  each*  ^ 
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The  military  laws,  cufloms  and  manceuvrcs  ^-ere 
next  copiouily  treated  of  by  Auguftus,  who,  by  a  dili- 
gent  application,  had  acquired  the  mofl:  perfecT:  knoiV" 
ledge  of  ta(flics. 

Kerim  exprelTed  the  utiiioflaftoniilinientat  the  powei* 
of  Great- Britain  :  He  was  perfectly  amazed,  that  fo 
finall  a  nation  fLould  fupportflich  a  formidable  naval 
force,  when  the  whole  Periiaa  ejnpire  could  not  afford 
twelve  /]]ips. 

Night  approaching,  Mercutio  intimated  to  Iils 
friends,  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  withdraw,  the  So- 
phi  oppofed  this  warmly.  ^-  If,  (faid  he)  it  is  con- 
venient and  agreeable  to  you,  to  make  this  your  place, 
of  refidence  during  your  ftay  in  Ifpahan,  it  will  aiford 
me  afuperlor  degree  of  fatisfadion  :  I  have  experienced 
more  real  pleafure  in  your  company  this  day,  than  Jr 
ever  had  before.  I  beg  you  will  not  refufe  me  ;  there 
are  a  number  of  fubjecls  on  which  I  wiili  to  difcGUide 
v/ith  you  ;  many  things  of  whic|i  I  would  gladly  be  in^ 
formed,  and  if  I  mifs  this  opportunity,  it  is  more  tlian 
probabic,  I  may  n^ver  meet  fuch  another. 

^'hey  bo'K^ecl  confent,  and  thanked  him  for  the  ho- 
nour he  intended  theiii. 

Tiie  Sophi  conducted  them  to  agrandfaloon,  illu« 
rainatel  with  waxen  tapers,  they  were  feated  on  the 
floor  which,  was  covered  with  carpets  of  the  firflmag* 
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nificence.  A  grand  collation  being  ferved  up,  they  vi.-* 
lulled  themfelves  fumptuoufly  ;  in  the  inean  time,  they 
were  highly  entertained  fey  a  concert  of  vocal  and  in- 
Ibumental  muCc,  performed  entirely  by  females,  from 
vvhora  they  were  feperated  by  a  curtain  of  green  filk 
only. 

This  unexpedled  entertainment,  afforded  our'Em'O- 
pean  friends  the  higheft  fatisfadion,  which  they  figni- 
fied  to  the  Sophi,  who  obligingly  anfwered,  '^  I  wifli 
it  was  in  my  power  to  make  every  moment  of  your 
flay  in  Perha  yield  you  frefh  delight  !  But  come," 
added  he,  addreffmg  Mercutio,  ^'  it  is  yet  early,  you 
have  not  forgotten  my  requefl,  I  am  impatient  to  be 
pai-t  cularly  informed  of  the  general  charadler  of  your 
countrymen,  their  manners  and  cuftoms  in  private  life.'' 
Our  hero  complied,  and  fo  animated  was  his  defcrip- 
tion,  and  fo  pertinent  his  remarks,  that  the  Sophi  was 
delighted  alnioft  to  enthufiafm  :  He  declared,  that  if 
they  would  confent  to  remain  in  Perfia,  he  would  pro- 
mote them  to  pofts  of  the  fecohd  dignity  in  the  Em- 
pire. To  thi«  they  made  no  anfwer,  but  by  an  incli- 
nation of  the  head.  The  proper  time  for  retirement 
being  come,  thefe  youths,  who,  but  a  few  days  pad, 
where  conducted  to  a  bed  of  fhavings,  and  locked  up 
in  a  den,  dark  and  noifome,  were  now  conduced  in 
a  refpedful  manner,  to  one  of  the  moft  fuperb  apart- 
ments in  a  palace, 
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Let  no  man  defpond  ;  for  there  is  no  cafe  fo  defpe- 
rat?,  on  this  Tide  eternity,  but  a  parrallel  may  readily 
be  found  ;  but  fuppoiing  one  in  which  this  might  be 
found  impoffible^  ftill,  defpondency  is  unavailing,  im- 
pious to  the  laft  degree,  unjuftifiable,  and  unmanly : 
Many  have  precipitated  themfelves  into  the  jaws  of 
death,  when  five  minutes  reflection  would  have  pre- 
vented the  rafh  deed  :  In  the  very  point  of  time,  j:er- 
haps  when  their  affairs  had  taken  the  mod  profperous 
direction.  That  power  in  whofe  hands  are  the  iilues  of 
life  and  death,  will  not  permit  a  rational  being,  who 
confidentially  depends  on  his  aififiance,  to  Cnk  under 
liis  miferies,  however  great  or  numerous  :  Mercutio  in 
the  greatefl  of  his  troubles  (and  they  were  not  trilling) 
never  quitted  the  grafp  he  had  taken  on  hope. 

The  next  d:iy  they  were  prefent  at  a  grand  levee.^of 
the  Perfian  nobility;  among  the  fe,  were  three  governors 
of  provinces,  with  grand  retinues  :  They  here  difco- 
vered  that  fycophantic  adulation,  and  abject  fawning 
was  not  confined  to  the  Englifh  court;  much  of  this 
kind  ,of  artillery  was  difcharged,  by  thefe  turban'd  de- 
pendents;, not  only  at  the  Sophi  but  at  the  heir  appa- 
rent. 

This  difgufting  parable  concluded,  and  the  crowd 
withdrawn,  the  Sophi  with  his  fon  and  feled  friends 
retired  to  the  faloon  to  dine, 
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After  dinner,  *^  you  fee  my  friends,"  faid  the  mo- 
narch, '^  the  pomp  and  llavery  of  a  prince.     It  is  my 
^'i{l\  and  intention  to  render  my  fubjeds,  of  every  de- 
fcription,  as  happy  as  their  fituations  and  circumftances 
Vvdii  pofiibly  admit ;  I  am  particularly  careful  in  my 
choice  of  governors,  and  officers  of  every  department ; 
I  endeavour  by  mildnefs  and  benevolence  to  fhow  them 
iriQ  line  of  condudl  I  would  have  them  purfue  towards 
the  lower  orders  of  my  people,  and  though  I  endeavour 
by  all  means  to  infdre  thcfe  ^bout  me  with  franknefs 
and  fncerity  ;  yet  I  always  perceive  in  their  behaviour 
and  converfation  a  confirained  imitation  of  fmcerity 
only  ;   their  fpeeches  ar€*all  fludiec,   are  all  calculated 
to  flatter  the  ear,  and  miflead  the  judgment :    They  do 
not  freak  the  language  of  the  heart:    I  perceive  and 
defpife  their  meannefs  ;  yet  I  am  condenmed  to  lifien 
to  a'ulation,   which  my  fenfe  can  never  approve.    One 
princi;  al  reafon  of  my  anxiety  to  retain  you  in  Perfia  is 
this,   I  would  fain  fpend  my  vacant  hours  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  few  felecl  friends,   who  would  unfold  the  re- 
al fentiments  of  their  hearts,  on  all  occaf  ons,   with- 
out refer\'e.     With  fuch  friends,  I  fhould  enjoy  all  that 
fatisfacf^ion  of  which  my  fubjecls  fuppofe  me  fully  pof- 
felTed.     Frequent  converfe  with  perfons  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  would  aiTord  a  mofl:  comfortable  relaxation  to  ray 
mind;   would  give  a  relish  to  thofe  avocations  which 
now  appear  tedious  to  me  :    I  fliould  then  be  indeetj 
as  cheerful  as  I  fonietimes  only  appear  to  be. 
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'^  My  fon  Abbafs  is  very  cleCrous  to  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Engliih  language,  and  conliders  it  as  no 
very  diiScuJt  taflc,  if  you,  faid  he  to  Mercutio,  would 
undertake  to  be  his  preceptor  for  fome  time,  which, 
as  you  fpeak  the  Arabic  fluently,  would  to  you  be  no 
difagreeable  employment ;  for  I  am  fure  he  efteems  you 
vtry  highly,  and  will  follow  your  dire<ftions  implicitly. 

^'  The  European  mode  of  military  difcipline  I  have 
often  heard  of,  but  ever  £nce  I  heard  its  principles  fo 
clearly  explained  by  you,  have  had  a  defire  to  intro- 
duce it  in  my  army  ;  now  you,  (turning  to  Auguflus,) 
being  fo  completely  verfed  in  the  vv^hole  art,  togetl.er 
with  its  fundamental  principles,  are  the  only  perfon 
who  could  affift  me  in  carrying:  this  into  execution. 

^^  If  I  could  prevail  on  you  to  rem.ain  with  me  fome 
time  longer,  fuppofe  two  months,  I  think  in  that  time, 
my  [.Ian  will  be  in  a  ilate  of  tolerable  forwardnefs,  and 
the  time  fo  ^^ent  will  conduce  more  to  my  happinefs 
than  any  period  of  my  paft  life." 

After  the  mcfl  folicitous  enquiry  for  each  ethers 
fentiments,  by  the  palTage  of  the  eye,  Ivlercutio,  hav- 
ing made  the  neceffary  difcovery,  replied,  "  Beft  of 
princes,  it  is  a  long  time  fince  I  parted  with  my  dear- 
cfl  friends  and  relatives,  the  greater  part  of  whicli 
time  I  have  been  perfecuted  by  fortune — driven  by 
reiterated  difaflers  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe',  and 
am  flill  liable  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome  of  the  pow- 
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ers  acfluaJly  at  war  with  Great-Britain  ;  to  avoid  which 
was  our  principal  defign  in  palTing  through  the  Ruffian 
territories,  which  mufl  greatly  retard  us  in  our  return, 
as  well  as  prolong  the  time  of  our  abfence  from  thofe 
whom  we  love  and  venerate.  The  ardency  of  our 
wifhes  to  return  to  our  native  foil,  to  embrace  thofe 
clear  relatives,  your  raajefty  will  readily  agree,  muft  be 
extreme ;  notwithflanding  the  cogency  of  thofe  reafons 
for  our  mofl  prompt  exertions  to  acclerateour  return  to 
England,  I  perceive,  by  the  countenances  of  my 
friends,  and  my  own  feelings,  that  you  have  gained 
your  point."  Charles  and  Auguftus  confirmed  his 
judgment.  Nothing  could  have  exceeded  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  Sophi  on  this  occafion.  "  My  cear 
friends,"  faid  he,  ^^  my  heart  diftended  with  gratitude, 
for  pad  favors,  now  overflows.  To  ofler,  or  even  to 
conceive  a  return  equal  to  your  unmerited  generofity, 
infinitely  exceeds  my  power  :  My  utmoft  endeavours, 
hovv'ever,  fliall  not  be  wanting,  and  my  inability,  I 
truft,  will  meet  an  excufe.  Abbafs  fhall  be  your 
friend  :  He  loves  ycu  already  with  the  fondnefs  of  a 
brother  ;  and  if  the  PerCan  Empire  contains  anything 
worthy  of  your  acceptance,  only  point  it  out,  and  I 
will  (how  you  how  much  Kerim  efleems  you,  by 
the  freedom  of  the  grant  ;•  and  the  pleafurehe  will  take 
in  having  it  in  his  po^ver  to  difcharge  a  part  of  the  obli- 
gations your  kindnefs  has  laid  him  under."  -  Our  hero 
aflured  the  Sophi,  that  they  conGdered  the  honors  he  Iiad 
conferred  on  him  and  his  friends,  much  more  than  ade» 
quate  to  any  fervices  they   had  or   could  render   him.. 
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Some  diTpatches  ai'r'\ir!g,  interrupted  their  muttial  ac- 
knowledgments. 

Thus  our  young  friends  whofe  affairs,  but  a  very 
{hort   tirae   paft,   were  mojf!:  defperate,  and   prefented 
not  even  the  moil  faint  and  diflant  profpecl  of  alteration 
or  amendment,   we:\   in  an  exalted  degree  of  favour, 
and  clofell  habits  of  friencftip  with  a  great  and  amia- 
ble prince  ;  and  held  in  the  higheft  degree  of  efleem  by 
all  his  nobles.     Thus  it  is  that  Pro\iuence  heaps,  by 
fudden  and  almofl  imperceptible   tranfiticns,    unfore- 
feen,  unexpected,  and  undefeived  bleiTmgs  on  man- 
kind, even  when  every  ray  of  hope  is  extinguijfhed,  and 
-after  the  fell  ufurper,   defi;air,  has  eflablifhed  an  abfo- 
lute  fway  over  the  empire  of  the  foul.     This  reflexion 
conveys  an  indructive  admonition  to  fuch  as  are,  ei- 
ther by  conftitution  or  habit,  raoft  liable  to  flinch  from 
the  flroke  of  adverfity,  an^l  to  bend  under  the  weight 
01  misfortunes  which  are  unavoidable,  and  which  are, 
more  or  lefs,  fooner  or  later,  in  one  /hape  or  another, 
the  inevitable  entail  of  the  human  family,  to  place  an 
unbounded  affiance  in  that  Omnipotent  Being,   whofe 
Almighty  will   directs  and  governs  t'^e  great  and  im- 
mutable f;  rings  of  life  and  motion  ;   for  as  no  fltuation, 
hovv'ever  obfcure,   is  capable  of  fecluding  us  from  oh- 
fen'ation  ;  no  caution  on  our  part,  however  nice,  can 
evade  his  penetration,   not  even  for  a  moment ;  nor  a 
poiTibility  of  any  fcheme  of  Proridence  being  counter- 
acted, or  rendered  abortive  by  the  mofl  fuitable  con- 
trivances of  man  ;  therefore^  our  intereft  as  well  as 
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ciuty  is  to  repofe  an  unlimited  confidence  in  him,  who 
never  withholds  his  interpofition  and  fevom-,  on  every 
proper  occafion.  Defpondency  argues  a  degenerate 
mind.  He  whcr  doubts,  tacitly  arraigns  the  juftice  and 
mercy,  or  wifdom  and  power  of  God .    But  to  return '. 

Our  hero  entered  on  his  new  «)CCupation  the  very 
next  day,  as  alfo  did  Charles  and  x\uguflus.  As 
Charles  had  but  an  imperfea  knowledge  of  the  military 
difcipline,  it  was  neceffary  he  /tould  become  the  firfl 
of  Ai-guilus's  pupils,  in  on. er  to  attain  fuch  a  prcfxi- 
er-cy  as  would  qualify  him  to  alTift  his  friend.  Accord- 
ingly, in  a  very  kw  days  t]:ey  were  ready  for  bufinefs. 
They  then  formed  a  fmall  corps,  compofed  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  tlie  fcveral  regiments,which,  by 
the  Sultan'?  devife,  were  to  be  immediately  difcipimed. 
This  beirg  acccnjp]){Iied,fmilar  fqiiads  were  formed 
of  the  fubalterns,  who  took  fo  much  delight  in  the  ma- 
noeuvres, and  fo  highly *efteemed  their  teachers,  that 
in  a  very  fhort  fpace  they  were  fully  capable  of  forming 
their  refpective  companies,  which  was  immediately  un- 
dertaken. 

The  Sophi  conflantly  attended  at  the  performance  of 
their  exercifes,  and  expreffed  his  approbation  in  terms, 
which  at  the  fame  tiiue  that  they  indicated  the  highell 
fatisfaclion,  a!Tor/'ed  the  mofl  complete  gratif  cation  to 
both  tutors  and  pupils,  and  encouraged  them  to  rrofe- 
cute  their  labours  with  unremitting  diligence  and  de- 
light :  The  officers  were  no  lefs  diligent  than  the  So*- 
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phi;,  which   Was  a  fource  of  i^Ieafure  to   Charles  and 
Auguflus. 

If  Kerim  was  elated  at  the  vaft  progrefs  of  his  of- 
ficers in  the  Furopean  exercife,  the  fuperior  fatisfa<flion 
he  enjoyed  in  the  proficiency  of  his  fon,  in  pronouncing 
EnglifL,  which  by  this  time  he  did  with  a  degree  of  cor- 
recrnefs  really  aftonilliing,  may  readily  be  conceived. 
The  Sophi  requefted  his  European  friends  to  difcourfe 
with  Abbafs  in  no  other  language  thenceforward. 

The  Periian  commanciers  having  new  modelled  their 
feveral  r^inients_5  four  hours  each  day  was  fpent  in 
manoeuvring  the  troops,  for  near  two  months  ;  this 
being  alv/ays  performed  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
the  Sophi,  and  the  mcfc  fcrupidous  faperintendance  of 
Charles  an  J  x\uguftus  ;  they  went  through  the  various 

•  evolutions  with  all  the  exactnefs  and  dexterity  of  ve- 
terans.    In  the  mean   time,  Mercutio  and  his  pupil 

;.were  not  idle :   Abbafs  pronounced  Englifh*  with  an 

juncomraon  degree  of  accuracy,  and  exprefled  the  mcft 
ardent  defire  to  be  farther  inftrucled  :  Even  fo  fir  as  to 
read  and  write  it.  The  Sophi  being  exceedingly  anxi- 
ous to  have  the  mind  of  his  fon  flocked  with  every  fue- 

.;£cies  of  ufcfjl  knowledge,  C^nt  to  Cafbin,  to  an  En- 
glifh merchant  who  dwelt  there,  requefiing  him  to  fend 
all  the  Engliili  books  he  could  poiTibly  fpare.  Ke  fent 
f;veral,  and  promifed  to  write  to  a  correfpondent  in 
Peteriburgh,  to  procure  him  a  colleclion  from  London, 
by  which  means  he  would  be  able  to  furnifK  his  majefiy 
v/ith  what  books  he  wanted. 

F  V^L.  II. 
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Mercutio  would  have  bees  as  happy  as  he  had  era- 
been  fince  his  clepaitute  from  England,  bnt  reflections 
©n  the  uncertain  fate  of  Ifabella  frequently  embittered 
thofe  fweets,  which  the  converfation  of  his  fiiends  and 
the  favour  of  the  Sophi  afforded ;  yet  hope,  all  reviv- 
ing hope^  would  eome  to  hfs  aid,  would  prefentto  the 
*ye  of  his  fond  imagination,  the  ftrongeft  probabilities 
of  her  being  reflored  to  his  polleffion :  They  were  fe- 
parated,  but  fhe  was  left  in  the  company  of  friends, 
who  would  treat  her  with  tendernefs  and  aSedlion,  un- 
til his  return  to  England.  Thefe  thoughts  re-animated 
him,  and  again,  he  became  cheerful^ 

His  pupil  was  of  a  fweet  diipoCtiorr,  and  he  viewed 
him  in  a  two  fold  light,  as  a  tutor  highly  efteemed, 
and  as  a  brother  beloved.  The  Sophi  was  continually 
heaping  honours  on  him  and  his  friends,  and  recom- 
mending them  to  the  attention  of  his  noble  fon,  who 
'indeed  manifefted  the  mofl  unfeigned  regard  for  them* 
The  So|?hi  declared,  that  he  confidered  the  frequent, 
intervals  in  which  he  was  iadlfpenfibly  feparated  front 
them,  as  fo  many  interruptions  to  his  happinefs.. 

We  will  now  take  leave  of  them  and  enquire  Into  the  j 
fate  of  old  Mr.  Wilcox  and  his  company.  The  reader 
will  readily  recoUe<5t  that  v^e  left  them  at  Cephalonia, 
full  of  grateful  acknowledgements  to  the  Maltefe  com- 
jnan^ler,  who  had  fo  generoufly  refcued  them  from  the 
kands  of  the  Pirates. 
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As  it  required  fome  conGderable  time  to  refit  the 
vcfTel,  Mr.  Wilcox  rented  ahoufe  ready  furniflied,  for 
tlie  accommodation  of  his  whole  company.  The  mo- 
ment the  afflicling  news  of  Mercutio's  difafler  was  com- 
mmiicated  to  Jfabella,  fhe  fliriek'd  aloud,  and  fell  into 
the  arms  of  Terentia  infenfible,  in  which  fituation  fhc 
remaiHed  fo  long,  that  almoft  every  hope  of  her  reco- 
very was  extinguished.  At  length,  however,  with  a 
long  and  heavy  figh,  fhe  once  more  opened  her  eyes  to 
the  light.  After  fixing  her  eyes  fleadfaftly  «n  the  eoni-  • 
pany  around  her,  with  anxious  folicitude  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  miffmg  her  beloved  Mercutio,  {he  exclaim- 
ed, *^  Gracious  heavens !  is  he  then  gone  ?  And  are  we 
for  ever  feparated  ?  Oh  no !  Death  has  parted  us  for  a 
Ihortfpace,  but  will  foon  reunite  our  fpirits  forever!'' 
Her  fpirits  being  exhaufled,  /he  dropt  from  her  feat 
motionlefs,  and,  in  that  lituation  remained  near  three 
hours  ;  however,  by  the  affedionate  affiduity  of  her 
friends,  aided  by  medical  applications,  fhe  recovered 
her  fenfes  :  Still  fhe  remained  feeble  and  languid  ;  a 
fettled  melancholy  diffufed  itfelf  over  her  countenance, 
fhe  appeared  totally  indifferent,  and,  at  certain  inter- 

yals,  infenfible  of  what  was  faid  or  done  in  her  pre- 
fence. 

The  fhip  repaired,  and  all  matters  fettled,  they  once 
more  fet  fail  for  Amflerdam.  The  irrefiftible  cmrrent 
letting  out  of  the  Streights  of  MeiTma,  with  a  fharp 
North  Weftern  breeze,  bore  them  over  to  the  wefiem 
c:UremJ(y  of  the  ifland  of  Candia:  They -were  withhi 
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about  two  leagues  of  Cape  St.  John,  when  they  difco- 
4'ered  a  fail  Handing  out  of  Serigo,  with  an  apparent 
defign  of  boarding.  Our  unfortunate  voyagers,  now 
perceived  to  their  inexpreffible  grief  and  conflernation, 
that  it  was  a  Turkiih  Pirate  ;  and  before  they  had  time 
to  adopt  any  means  of  efcape  or  defence,  they  were 
grappled  and  boarded  by  the  infiiiels..  The  captors 
c^pnveyed  their  prize  to  Gallipoli,  where  they  difpofed 
of  the  fhip,  and  taking  their  captives  onboard  the  gal- 
ley, penetrated  the  Marmora  to  Conflantinople. 

They  were  conduced  through  the  flreets  in  the  habits 
ofilaves,  (the  Turks  having  ftripped  them  of  every  thing 
valuable)  (hackled  like  criminals,  to  a  houfe  appointed 
for  their  reception,  until  the  Pirate  fhould  otherwife 
difpofeofthem.  He  left  them  under  the  care  of  three 
Turks,  with  orders  to  provide  fufficient  provifion  for 
their  fuflenance  ;  and  to  keep  them  fecurely  till  his  re- 
turn. 

He  came  back  in  the  evening,  lea  Jing  in  two  beau- 
tiful women  in  rich  Perfian  habits  :  After  feating  them 
en  the  carpet,  he  beckoned  to  Ifabella,  who  follov/ed 
liim  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  Vv'ithout  utter- 
ing a  fyllable.  They  were  met  at  the  doer,  by  a  tall 
man  in  the  habit  of  a  Perfian  nobleman,  to  v/hom  Ifabella 
was  furrcnJered,  and  the  Pe.ifian  delivered  to  the  Rene* 
gado  a  purfe,  with  which  he  inflantly  difapp eared. 
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The  Perfian  began  to  diicoiirfe  to  her  in  a  language 
wliich  fLe  neither  unierfiooj  or  attended  to  :  Equally 
rcgardlefscf  hirn  andliis  dircouife,  (he  walked  penCvcly 
after  him  to  the  bank  of  the  Bofphorus.  He  waved  his 
turban,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a  boat  came  from  a  veiTel 
which  lay  at  a  {Lort  diHance. 

However  in diiTe rent  the  forlorn  Ifabella  had  hitherto 
been  with  regard  to  what  happened,  or  whither  {he  v/as 
going,  it  Vv'as  a  difficult  tafk  to  get  her  into  the  boat : 
She  fcreamed  aloud  for  Eugenio,  Terentia,  and  the  reft 
of  her  unhappy  fellow- captives.  Eler  fenfibility  being 
awakened,  fhe  exclaimed  in  the  mofl  piteous  accents  : 
^^  Why,  oh  !  why  am  I  fingled  out  a  victim  to  the  dif- 
fleafure  of  heaven  ?  Oh  death!  execute  inflantly,  thy 
irrevocable  ccmmiiTion,  and  extingui/h  my  miferies  and 
exifience  with  oneflroke  !"' 

The  Perfan,  taking  advantage  of  her  diforder,  feized 
t'lat  opportunity  of  taking  her  on  board  the  bc?.t,  while 
{Ke  rent  the  air  with  her  lamentations.  They  were 
quickly  conveyed  to  Trebifond,  a  port  in  the  black fea, 
where  they  difembarked,  and  purfued  the  nearefl  route 
to  Ifpahan,  the  place  of  the  Perfian's  relidence. 

E^n propitious  and  defrerate  as  Lcr  circumflances 
£c>ual!y  appeared,  had  any  frien  Jly  voice  whifpered  in 
the  ear  of  Ifabella,  onlyabare  probability  of  Mercutio's 
being  in  I{]oahan,  how  wouli  her  tender  bofom  have 
glowed  with  delight !  How  pleafing  her  dreams  !  Ho\y 
F    2 
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tranquil  her  fl umbers  !  But  alas !  the  haplefs  fair  one 
mufl  fubmit  to  clofe  confinement ;  to  the  bafe,  hum!-, 
liating,  fulfome  propofals  of  an  infamous  fcoundrel  ; 
tleflitute  of  every  fupport,  und^r  fuch  complicated  ca- 
lamity, but  a  confcioufnefs  of  her  own  inflexible  fide-  • 
lity  and   virtue — Or   had    Mercutio  entertained    the 
mofl  diftaBt  idea  of  her  actual  Ctuation,  how  would  his 
bofom  have  been  convulfed  with  contending  palTions  ? 
With  what  eager  hafte  would  lie  have  communicated 
the  diftrading,  yet  pleafing  tidings,  to  liis  friends,  and 
having  engaged   their  affiftance,    would  he  not  have 
exerted  fpeed,  almofl  impoffiblej  until  he  had  regain- 
.cd  his  treafure  ;  refcued  her  from  the  impious  hands  of 
her  intended  raviflier,  or  nobly  perifLed  in  the  laudable 
attempt  ? — This  indulgence,  however^  was  withheld. 

We  will  now  turn  to  our  hero  and  his  companions, 
jwho  had  engrofifed  all  the  efleem  and  confidence  of  the 
Sovereign  of  Perfia ;  were  frequently  and  attentively 
Confulted  on  political  matters,  and  were  univerfally 
jcareffed  by  the  Pei-fian  nobility. 

Our  three  friends  returning  from  an  exeurfion  with 
fomeofthe  principal  officers  of  the  Sophl's  houfhold, 
and  paPung  through  an  avenue  not  far  diflant  from  the 
palace,  were  alarmed  with  repeated  fhrieks  of  a  wo- 
fnan  in  apparent  diflrefs.  They  drew  up  as  near  to  9 
window  of  the  houfe  whence  the  cries  proceeded,  as 
Jhey  conveniently  could  ;  and  though  they  were  not 
,^le  to  diftinguifh  the  particulars,  they  heafrd  enough 
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to  convince  them  that  Come  great  injury  was  about  to 
be  onered  to  the  perfon,  whofe  cries  had  alarmed  them, 
which,  it  was  their  duty  to  prevent  if  poilible.  They 
inflantly  knocked  at  the  door,  and  demanded  immediate 
entrance.  After  repeated  appb'cations,  they  were  com- 
manded to  begone  ;  this  command  was  accompanied 
with  threats,  in  cafe  of  refufai.  The  cries  were  now 
redoubled,  which  prompted  them  to  unite  their  firength, 
and  force  open  ilie  outer  door  :  This  was  performed 
infiaBtaneoufly,  and  when  they  had  ahnofl  reached  the 
ibene  of  action,  they  were  fuddenly  intercepted  by  the 
mafter  of  the  houfe.  He  placed  his  back  to  the  cham- 
ber door,  and  demanded  their  bufinefs,  at  fuch  an  un- 
{eafonable  hour  ;  then,  without  waiting  for  a  rej^ly^ 
brandifhing  a  poniard,  commanded  them  to  depart  im- 
iuediaiely. 

His  menaces,  however,  were  thrown  away  :  They 
inffted  en  feeing  the  perfon  whofe  fhrieks  and  cries  had 
^rawn  them  thither.  At  that  very  inflant  the  cham- 
ber door  flew  open,  and  a  lady  appeared  witli  her  gar- 
ments much  difcompofed,  her  hair  difhevelled  and  eyes 
fufTufed  in  tears.  She  earKtefdy  requeued  them  to  refcu€ 
iier  from  deftrudion ;  and  added,  her  life  was  on  the 
point  of  being  facrificed,  for  daring  to  atiempt  the  pre- 
{ei-vation  of  her  body  from  pollution,  wliich  this  vile 
wretch,  faid  /he  (pointinor  to  the  Perhan)  was  deter- 
mined on  accomplifhiag  if  poflible.  ^^  Your  timely 
interpofition,  will,  I  trufl,"  c©ntinued  fhe,  «  be  the 
means  of  preferving  my  life,  and  what  is  farmore  dear  to 
m?^  my  honour."   Tears  flifled  her  further  utterance. 
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Mercutio  aJvanceJ,  in  order  to  take  her  hand,  v/hen 
the  Periian  aimed  a  ftroke  at  his  breafl  with  his  ^oni- 
ard  ;^but  our  heix),  parrying   received  il  in  his  left  arm. 

Charles  and  Aiiguilus  inftantly  feized  the  Perftan^ 
threw  him,  and  wrcfted  the  poinard  from  his  hand  : 
The  huj  i/rang  into  the  arras  of  Auguftus,  and  mod 
pathetically  crave.:  his  ^rotedion.  He  affured  her  of 
the  moil  ample  protedicn  and  refijeciful  treatment^  un- 
til redrefs  coula  be  obtained. 

Mercutio  and  Charles  had,  in  the  mean  time  forced 
the  old  Perhan  into  the  chamber,  and  locked  the  door  ; 
they  then  left  liiin,  raving  like  a  fi-antic  bedlamite, 
and  bore  oil  their  prize,  exulting  in  the  fucceis  of  their 
adventure,  and  fully  refoived  to  fee  ample  juilice  ad- 
Hiiniftered  to  the  affliclel  fair  one,  v/ho  accompanied 
them  in  (ilence,  except  fobs  which  involuntarily  burft 
forth  from  her  convufed  bofom, 

Auguftus  committed  the  lady  to  the  care  of  the  keep- 
er of  the  Harem,  for  that  night,  with  orders  that  fhe 
might  not  be  interrupted  by  any  [erfon,  until  he  f.uv 
her  again :  The  night  being  far  a  Ivanced,  Qur  hero  and 
4"iis  friends  retired  to  red,  inti'eating  the  lady  to  com- 
pofe  herfelf,  altuHng  her  fhe  was  in  honorable  hands, 
^nd  that  they  would  fee  her  jaflliied  in  the  morning. 

The  lady,  being  conducted  tc  a  proper  apartment, 
threw  herfeif  on  a  fopha,  where  (he  lay  till  Jiiorning, 
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revolving  In  her  mind  the  various  circiiniilar.ces  of  the 
preceding  evening.  The  treatment  (he  had  ah-eady  ex- 
perienced from  her  deliverers,  indicated  the  height  of 
benevolence  and  honour  ;  but  who,  or  v/hat  manner 
of  men  they  were,  or  what  could  ftiniulate  them  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  fuch  manifefl  hazard,  in  defence 
of  a  total  ftranger,  appeared  to  her  an  incxphcable  rid- 
dle :  The  refult  of  thofe  refledions,  at  the  end  of  a 
fleeplefs  night,  was  a  refolution  to  hold  herfelf  prepared 
for  the  Icifl  diflrefs,  and  never  to  furvivc  the  lofs  of  honor. 

In  the  morning,  our  adventurers  obtained  an  early 
audience,  when  they  informed  the  Sophi  of  every  pait 
of  their  evening's  adventure,  and  finally  requeued  him 
to  have  the  parties  face  to  face. 

Kerim  accordingly  commanded  an  cfncer,  accom- 
panied by  Auguftus,  to  go  and  bring  tlie  ofienJer  into 
his  prefence  forthwith.  In  the  mean  time,  the  chief 
Eunuch  was  fent  for  the  lady  :  He  foon  returned  lead- 
ing her  by  the  hand.  Her  eyes  were  fteadfailly  £xed  on 
tlie  floor  ;  and  her  mind  was  {o  deeply  engaged  in  ru- 
minating on  her  untoward  fituation,  that  fhe  took  no 
manner  of  notice  of  the  Sophi  or  of  any  other  perfcn 
prefent. 

The  monarch  furveyed  her  with  the  mod  acute  atten- 
tion for  fom.e  minutes,  and,  judging  by  her  habit  tliat 
ihe  muft  be  a  native  of  Turkey,  he  addrelTed  her  in  tke 
Arabic  language : 


*«  Young  woman,"  faid  he,^^  we  have  been  inform«<3 
of  the  particulars  of  your  cafe,  and  are  determined  to 
render  you  impartial  jullice.  Do  not  fliffer  fear  to  op- 
prefs,  nor  grief  to  difconcert  you,  you  are  la  the  pre- 
fence  of  thofe  who  will  not  permit  either  fubje<5t  or  fo- 
reigner to  be  abufed,  or  infulted  with  impunity,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Perfian  dominions  ;  but  will  administer 
jultice  to  all  with  an  equal  hand. 

The  lady  perceived  by  his  difcourfe  that  flie  was  in 
the  prefence  of  a  monarch,  and,  alfo  a  rational  being, 
whofe  mind  appeared  frai^ht  with  featiments  of  huma- 
nity and  virtue ;  fhe  was  therefore,  encouraged  to  prof. 
trate  herfelf  before  him,  and  to  implore  his  protedion, 
which  (he  did  in  terms  To  pathetic,  as  conftrained  him 
to  rife  fi-om  his  feat,  raife  her  up  in  the  gentleil  man- 
ner, and  alTurc  her,  her  requefl;  {tould  be  gi-anted« 

He  delired  her  to  be  compofed,  and  was  condu«flifig 
her  to  a  feat  befide  his  own,  when  a  fcence  was  ex- 
hibited which  arrefted  the  attention  of  the  whole  groupe, 
and  filled  them  with  aftonifhment ! 

Mercutio,  whofe  eyes  had  been  rivetted  upon  her, 
from  the  moment  (he  entered,  fpringing  from  his  feat, 
caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  eagerly  exclaimfed  "  Im- 
mortal Jehovah  !  My  long  loft  Ifabella  ! — Rejoice  with 
me,  my  friends! — Behold  the  dear  partner  of  my  foul !" 
—She  fainted — The  Sophi  was  ahiiofl  petrified  with 
aflonifhrnent — Charles  fprang  to  her  aiMance— She  re- 


fortune's    foo  t-b  a  L  £..  j^ 

vTlved,  and  in  fak'ring  accents  pronounced ;  ^^  What 
means  this  univerfal  trepidation  which  has  feized  my 
fi-anie  ? — It  cannot  be — 'Tis  all  illufion — No,  no,  mj 
c!ear,  my  beloved  Mercutio  is  no  more — cruel  fate  has 
feparated  us  for  erer — No  more  fhali  I  gaze,  with  de- 
light unutterable,  on  his" Tears  arrelded  the  organs 

of  fj^^^eech — fhe  could  no  more. 

^'  Be  compofedmy  dearefl  life,  faid  Mercutio — Yoit 
are  not  deceived  my  love^ — Mercutio  once  mor^  clafps 
his  deareft  Ifabella  in  his  enraptured  embrace.  Arife  my 
love,  herearenone  butthe  moilgi-acious,  beft  offriends.'* 

A  glow  of  the  higheft  fatisfaction  was  depFvfled  on 
every  brow  ;  joy  ffarkled  in  every  eye,  and  a  kind  of 
tumultuous  pieafure  expanded  every  bofom  prefent. 

The  Sophi  was  the  Rv{\  to  congrr.tulate  our  hero  on 
this  happy  turn  of  fortune  ;  an-l  Abbafs  juft  now  ac- 
cidentally entering,  joined  in  the  general  joy,  and  com- 
pleted the  happy  group  e.  ^ 

Auguftus  now  enteriBg,  informed  his  majefly  that 
the  prifoner  was  without,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  de- 
livered tcuhem  a  roniard  of  great  value,  whicij^he^^had 
force /i  from  the  prifoner  .in  the  very  moment  he  had 
raifed  it  with  an  intention  to  give  him  a  mortal  flab.. 

Charle?,  in  a  few  words,  difclofed  to  Auguflus^ 
the  particulars  of  the  difcovery  which  had  been  made 


in  his  abfence  ;  he  heartily  congratulated  his  friend  on 
his  happinefs,  and  wiihed  him  a  long  continuation. 
of  it. 

^*  Bring  the  culprit  before  us,"  faid  Kerim. 

He  was  immediately  introduced,  and  proved  to  be 
a  perfon  who,  by  the  art  of  dilfimulation,  had  ingrati- 
ated himfelf  with  his  prince  fo,  that  he  had  conferred 
fome  of  the  greatefl  dignities  in  the  Empire  on  him, 
and,  until  this  period,  confidered  him  as  one  of  his  mofl 
faithful  fubjedls  :  Thus,  as  in  many  other  inflances, 
was  a  humane  and  benevolent  fovereign  made  dupe  to 
the  artifice  of  ,a  defigning,  treacherous  villain. 

It  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  his  examination,  that  he 
had  deluded  the  two  females,  whom  he  had  exchanged 
for  Ifabella  from  the  Harem  of  the  Sophi,  under  the  fue- 
cious  pretence  of  conveying  them  out  of  the  Pc-rfan  do- 
minions, and  of  providing  them  the  means  of  return- 
ing to  their  friends  and  country  ;  his  real  intention  be- 
ing to  detain  them  privately  in  his  own  houfe  ;  to  make 
thein  fubfervient  to  his  defires,  and  then  to  difpofe  of 
them  to  the  greateft  advantage.  The  poniard  which 
was  prefented  to  the  Sophi  by  his  brother,  he  had  alfo 
flolen  out  of  the  palace  about  three  months^efore  the 
time  we  are  fpeaking  of.  He,  knowing  the  inflexibility 
of  his  prince  againft  fuch  atrocious  ofTendefs,  and  con- 
fcipus  guilt  overv/helming  him  with  defpair,  confefTed, 
■  that  if  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  dcfign  on  Ifabella,  his  in- 
tention was  to  have  difuofed  of  her  in  the  fame  manner 
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in  which  he  Iial  the  other  two,  after  keeping  her  as 
long  as  he  fhouIJ  juJge  convenient. 

^'  Ungrateful  caitliT!"  exclaimed  the  Sophi,  with 
fire  darting  from  his  eyes,  <*  I  fhouhl  as  readily  have 
rafpecte  J  my  own  fon  of  abufmg  my  confidence  as  thee, 
on  whom  I  have  heaped  flivors  without  number  ©r  mea- 
fiire  :  The  finger  of  juflice  l:as  at  length  pointed  out 
the  bafenefs  of  thy  contaminated  heart,  and  the  fword 
•w.'iich  Aiall  punifh  thee  for  thy  crimes  is  already  un- 
rn.Mthe.l.  Thou  had,  (continued  he,)  forfeited  every 
claim  to  mercy  hy  thy  treacliery  ;  but  thy  ingratitude 
merits  immeJiate  anJ  c.xruciating  torture:"  Thefe 
words  were  pronounced  in  fach  an  ireful  and  emphatic 
tone  cf  voice  and  geilure,  that  the  wretched  criminal 
appeared  to  be  more  dead  than  alive,  '^  Take  hiiti 
away,'"'  faid  Kerim  ;  '*  to-morrow  by  the  riling  of  the 
fan  let  the  keen  cimeter  fever  the  traitor's  head  from 
liis  vile  body — Let  his  houfes  be  razed  to  the  ground. 
Ids  enclofares  burnt  to  aflies,  and  every  thing  that 
heretofore  bore  his  name,  be  totally  annihilated,  and 
fwept  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  fo  that  no  veflage  of 
fuch  a  vile  mifcreant  may  remain,  to  pollute  ray  good 
l\ibieas/' 

While' this  bufinefs  was  tranfacling,  Mercutio  con- 
4'ucted  Ifabella  to  another  apartment,  vvhere  theyfpent 
■;■.  conuderable  time  in  the  mofl  aiTectionate  enquiries 
and  congratulations  ;  in  the  renewal  of  their  former 
i  rcteilations  of  eternal  love  and  fidelity  ;  thcfe  endear- 
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!ng  expreffions  to  wliich  they  haj  fo  long  been  flrangers, 
were  now  heigh ten'd  into  ra-:ture,  by  the  pleaCng 
refleftion  of  their  miraculous  efcape,  from  thofe  clan- 
gers, apparently  infurmountable,  which  threatened 
their  eternal  feparation.  They  humbly  and  fervently 
admired  the  wonderful,  nay,  incomprehenCble  means 
employed  by  the  Almighty,  in  the  prefervation  of  un- 
Vorthy  mortals,  and  returned  mutual  and  Cr.cere 
thanks,  for  the  much  delired,  fuperior  blelTing,  of  being 
once  more  reflored  to  each  other :  The  Ctuation  th^ 
were  then 'placed  in,  leaving  but  one  willi,  and  that  was 
to  be  in  England. 

They  were, fummoned  to  brealifafc,  during  vvhich  the 
Sophi  was  lavi/li  of  his  encomiums  on  the  accomplifh- 
ments  of  Ifabella,  declaring  as  his  opinion,  that  fhe  fur- 
paffed  all  the  ladies  he  had  ever  beheld,  in.  a  fuperlative 
degree. 

The  crimfonglow  which  overfpread  trie  lovely  coun- 
tenance of  Ifabella,  joined  to  the  fweet  embarrailhienf 
which  eclipfed  that  penfivenefs,  under  v^diich  fhe  la- 
boured at  her  firfl  appearance  before  the  Sophi,  feemed 
to  confer  graces  too  exquifite  to  be  poffefled  by  a  mortal. 

Breakfafl  pafTed,  our  friends  jointly  and  earneftly 
folicited  the  Sophi  for  a  mitigation  of  the  punifhment  of 
the  unhappy  vi(5lim  of  his  difpleafure,  on  whom  he  had 
pafled  fentence  of  death. 
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^^  My  invaluable^  befl  friends,  I  am  under  fo  many 
and  great  obligations  to  each,  and  all  of  you,  that  I 
conlider  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  to  grant  yoa 
any  and  every  requefl,  conliflent  with  reafon,  and  the 
regard  I  have  for  you,  ancj^hat  is  not  derogatory  to 
my  own  dignity  and  the  good  of  my  fubjedls.  On  the 
other  hand,  give  me  leave  to  aiTure  you,  that  my  incli- 
nations are  in  exacl  co -incidence  with  this  duty  ;  and 
as  I  abhor  every  fpecies  of  ingratitude  in  others,  fo  I 
ivould  not  be  even  fufpe(fied  of  it  myfelf. 

'^  With  regard  to  your  prefent  requeft.  It  fhall  be 
granted — But  do  not  fuppofe  that  I  will  grant  him  aa 


f^  All  we  requefl,  is  that  his  life  may  be  fj.ared  ;  we 
conceive  any  greater  extent  of  indulgence  might  be  pro- 
dudlive  of  evil  confequences,  by  aSbrding  encourage- 
ment to  others,  to  perpetrate  hmilar  crimes,  under  an 
cxpeclation  of  flielter  (beneath  your  majefly's  royal 
clemency)  from  the  juft  vengeance  of  the  laws  of  their 
Injured  country." 

'^  In  TvTount  Taurus  are  wilJs  impervious  for  all  but 
wild  beads  of  the  forell,  and  thofe  criminals  whofe 
multiplied  enormities  have  procured  them  a  habitation 
rmong  them  :  Thither  I  Vv^Il  baniih  him,  to  fubiift  on 
V  !:at  he  can  procure  by  the  gim  and  ax  ;  both  which, 
1  :^ether  ^viih  a  quar.tity  cf  ammunition  lie  will  be 
iurplied  v.'ith  by  the  oiTicer  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 
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and  if  he  Is  found  within  the  cultivated  part  of  our  do- 
minions within  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  certain  and 
immediate  death  [hdW  be  the  confequence.'' 

Orders  were  inflantly  given  to  convey  the  p rifoner  to 
his  place  of  exile,  under  a  flrong  guard.  When  he 
was  informed  of  the  change  ©f  his  fentence,  he  flamp- 
.ed,  curfed  and  fwore  like  a  raving  bedlamite — He  curf- 
ed  the  Sophi's  miftaken  lenity,  and  fwore  he  would 
rather  die  a  thoufand  deaths  than  be  carried  into  igno- 
minious (lavery,  and  finally  threatened  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  his  keeper,  who  turning  fhort,  made  a  flroke 
at  him,  which  deprived  him  of  his  right  ear  :  He  then 
ordered  his  hands  to  be  bound  fail  behind  him,  and,  a 
proper  guard  being  appointed,  he  was  fen t  oil  on  hh 
way  to  Taurus. 

We  perceive  in  the  fate  of  this  man  a  flriking  inflanc^J 
©f  the  invariable  juftice  of  Providence,  in  the  puni/Ii^ 
ment  of  offenders  of  this  defcription.  Had  this  unhap^ 
py,  ungrateful  vv'retch  ;  taken  but  half  the  [ain?,  to 
v/hat  he  pretended  to  be,  as  he  did  to  appear  to  be  whi 
lie  was  not,  lie  might  have  terminated  feis  days  high 
the  favor  and  confidence  of  his  prisce,  and  what  is 
far  more  eftimation,  in  a  confciouiiiefs  of  having  pei 
formed  liis  duty  in  a  becoming  raaRKcr  :  His  lafl  fum 
infiead  of  being  enveloped  in  remorfe  and  defpai 
■would  have  fet  ferenely,  and  his  foul  would  have  takes 
her  flight,  on  the  wings  of  tranquillity,  to  realms  o! 
bliis. 
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Two  months  havljig  elapfeJ  after  the  refloration  of 
lubella,  Abbafs  having  attained  fo  great  a  proficiency 
unJer  our  hero's  tuition,  as  to  be  able  to  exprefs  him- 
fclf,  en  any  fubjec%  in  a  very  good  flyle  of  Englifh  ;  he 
alfo  read  and  wrote  it  with,  a  degree  of  judgment  and 
accuracy,  far  exceeding  every  expeclation  which  could 
have  been  rationally  formed  ;  the  felect  troor.s  com- 
pletely verfed  in  the  ufe  of  the  mufquet  and  bayonet, 
and  the  dciire  of  returning  to  Europe,  pervading  the 
minis  of  our  hero  and  his- friends,  they  conceived  it 
high  time  to  communicate  their  wifhes  to  the  Sophi, 
and  obtain  his  leave  to  depart. 

They  embraced  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  breaking 
the  matter  to  Kerim.  JNIercutio  undertook  this  talk, 
and  was  feconded  by  Charles  and  Augufcus.  It  was 
not  without  manifefl  fymptoms  of  regret,  that  this  ami- 
able monarch  gave  his  affent  to  the  feparation.  *'  Hea- 
ven knows,"  faid  he,  ^^  with  v/hat  reluctance  I  (hall 
pronounce  the  laft  adieu,  to  perfons  who  have,  fo  ex- 
tenfively  contributed  to  the  emolument  of  my  family, 
my  Eiapire,  and  to  my  own  private  happinefs.— 
When  you  forfake  me,  every  moment  of  relaxation 
from  bublic  bufmefs  will  be  employed  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  many  plcafing  hours  fpent  in  your  com- 
pany and  ccnverfation.  If  riches  or  honours  had 
charms  fufficient  to  attract  your  attention — to  retain 
you  in  Perua,  how  willingly  1  Kow  eagerly  would  I 
confer  them  !  But  alas  !  as  that  cannot  be  ;  fuice  you 
ib  ardently  defire  to  return  to  your  native  country  an^ 
G    2 
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connexions,  which,  I  muft  ccnfefs,  is  both  na^Jral 
a»d  laudible,  be  it  our  care  to  fee  you  properly  accom- 
modated ;  to  fee  you  refpeclfully  treated  until  your 
departure,  and  then  fafely  conveyed  to  the  frontiers  of 
Perfia.  Let  rae  have  notice  ten  days,  at  leaft,  before 
you  fet  out ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  let  me  enjoy  as 
much  of  your  company; as  poffible,  conGflent  with 
your  own  convenience. 

Eufnefs  of  moment  demands  my  attention ;  Ab- 
bafs,  flay  with  our  friends Embrace  every  oppor- 
tunity of  improving  yourfelf  by  their  precepts  and  ex- 
amples— Lofe  not  a  moment ;  but  be  not  burthen- 
fome."  He  retired,  leaving  them  full  of  Clent  approba-^ 
(ion  and  exalted  efteem. 

The  young  prince  was  no  lefs  afTedled  with  the  news 
of  their  intended  .departure,  than  wa,s  his  royal  Sire. 
He  larnented  the  privation  of  their  fociety,  as  if  it  had 
already  taken  place,  in  terms  at  once  expreihve  of  his 
Cncere  gratitude  and  alTedionate  efleem.  He  expreifed 
a  defire  to  accompany  them  to  England,  and  mofl  ar- 
dently requefled  Mercutio  to  exert  his  influence  with 
bis  father,  in  order  to  procure  his  approbation  to  the 
meafure.  He  conceived  it  no  difficult  matter,  and  reite- 
rated his  requefl  with  fo  much  earneflnefs,  that  our 
hero  promifed  to  prefs  the  matter  home  at  the  next  in- 
terview. 
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They  were  Citing,  one  fine  evening,  on  the  top  of 
the  royal  palace,  and  while  they  enhaled  the  gentle 
zephyrs,  anticipated  the  pleafure  of  embracing  their 
friends  In  England  in  a  fhort  period  ;  having  agreed  to 
give  the  Sophi  the  notice  he  required,  the  enfuing 
morning. 

Abbafs  appeared,  and  with  an  embarrafled  air.  In- 
formed them  that  his  royal  father,  had  jufl  received 
fome  important  difpatches ;  and  reqneiled  their  com- 
pany, if  they  were  difengaged. 

They  Immediately  waited  on  his  majefty,  and  found 
him  In  earnefldlfcourfe  with  his  firfl  minlfler,  or  vizier. 
He  arofe,  fainted  them  with  his  ufual  cheerfulnefs, 
and  caufed  them  to  be  feated.  ^*  My  moft  ineflimable 
friends,"  faid  he,  '^  I  am  affared  you  are  at  a  lofs  to 
divine  the  meaning  of  this  fudden  convention  ;  I  will, 
therefore,  In  a  few  words,  remove  your  fufpenfe  by 
informing  you  that  four  of  our  diftant  provinces,  name- 
ly, Chorazan,  Adirbeltzan,  Kilan  and  Sabledan,  are 
in  a  (late  of  aclual  rebellion.  I  have  certain  informa- 
tion of  this  by  a  private  letter  from  a  faithful  fubjeci  In 
Herat.  He  informs  me  that  the  governor  of  Chora- 
zan, (a  Ruffian)  in  order  to  eflecl  a  re^oIution  in  the 
Empire,  has  dllTeminated  the  feeds  of  fedition  far  and. 
wide,  by  encouraging  a  fplrit  of  licentloufnefs  among 
the  lower  ranks ;  and  by  bribes,  and  promii'es  of  great 
reward,  s  in  territory,  and  polls  of  honor  and  profit, 
among  the  better  fort ;  he  has  polfoned  the  mii)ds  of 
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the  gi'eater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  provinces. 
My  friend  writes  further,  that  he  has  garrifoned 
Afterabat,  a  convenient  port  on  the  Cafpian  fea,  ia 
order  to  keep  open  a  GOinniunication  with  his  country- 
men, who,  no  doubt,  will  alhft  him  in  his  villanous 
undertaking  :  Now,  what  I  have  to  requefl  of  you  is 
only  your  advice  in  this  emergency. 

*f  You  have  haJ  much  experience  in  military  af-  J 
fairs,  and  as  I  have  nov/  a  boJy  of  infantry  fully  in-( 
ftrucled  in  the  Engliih  difclpline,  Twould  have  your 
inflruciions  how  to  employ  them  to  the  beft  advantage. 
I  alfo  want  your  joint  advice  as  to  another  matter. 
The  rebel  chief  is  now  at  the  head  of  feventy  thoufand 
mal-contents,  a-Jvancing  rapiJly  to  Candahar,  with  a 
deiign  to  inveft  that  capital,  caufe  himfelf  to  be  pro- 
claimed Shah,  levy  all  the  force  he  can  there,  and  ad- 
vance hither  with  all  fpeed  ;  for  he  expecls  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  city  will,  if  effecled,  feat  him  quietly  on 
the  throne  of  Perfia. — Now,  whether  is  it  belt  to  raife  a 
powerful  army  here,  and  wait  his  approach  ;  or  m»arch 
direclly  to  Candahar,  and  give  him  a  repulfe,  at  leafl,- 
at  a  didance  ?  S^  eak  your  fentiments  as  ufual,  wltht. 
freedom ;  for  let  the  the  "final  ilTue  be  what  it  may,  t 
am  too  well  convinced  of  your  (inQerity  to  impute  the 
caufe  of  any  difafler  that  may  happen,  to  your  advice." 
Here  he  paufed  for  a  reply. 

Auguflus  delivered  bis  fentiments  in  the  foll^YJng 
terms. 
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*^  The  many  and  particular  marks  of  clifiindion 
with  which  myfrienJs  and  I  have  been  honoureJ,  by 
the  unbounded  liberality  of  your  majefly,  as  v/ell  as  the 
freedom  of  f|:eech  and  a'<ilion  with  which  we  have  been 
indulged,  ever  fince  we  were  fo  happy  as  to  find  an 
afylum  within  the  walls  of  the  monarch  of  Perfia,  em- 
boldens me  to  oiTer  my  fentiments,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
ca£on,  without  referve :  Not  only  f©,  I  will  yield  all 
the  perfonal  aififlance  in  my  power  freely.  Difpatch 
a  courier,  immediately,  to  the  Governor  of  Candahar, 
•with  peremptory  orders,  to  jUt  himfelf  in  the  befl  pof- 
ture  of  defence  poifible  ;  to  hold  hirafelf  in  readinefs  to 
repulfe  the  rebels,  and  afTure  him  of  fueedy  and  fuffici- 
ent  fdccours  under  your  immediate  command.  Let 
Cafbin  be  garrifoned  and  fortified  as  a  check  en  Adera- 
bat.  You  have  ncv/  five  thoudmd  troops  initiated  in 
the  management  of  the  firelock  and  bayonet ;  i.\\Q  two 
thoufand  of  thofe  and  a  fufficient  body  of  cavalry,  and 
march  diredly  for  Candahar.  Tl'.e  remaining  three 
thoufand  I  would  keep  here  to  fortify  this  city  and  put 
every  thing  in  order  to  give  the  infurgents  a  warm  re- 
certion,  if  they  (hoidd  Feach  fo  far  before  tJiey  are  re- 
duced to  obedience:  Finally,  if  you  find  it  impofiible 
to  maintain  yquv  ground  at  Candahar,  endeavour,  by 
all  means  to  eilecl  an  orderly  retreat  to  this  capital,  be- 
fore your  troops  are  thrown  into  diforder  ;  for  depend 
on  it,  if  matters  are  brought  to  that  criiis,  your  fuccefs 
will  Ultimately  depend  on  that  manoeuvre.  .  Be  not  too 
fanguine;  if  Candahar  holds  out  until  your  arrival,  it 
will  ilrike  the  infurgents  with  terror^  to  fee  that  you 
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have  yet  thoufands  of  faithful  fubjeds,  rallying  with 
courage  round  the  royal  flandard  and  commanded  bj 
their  prince  in  perfon. 

«f  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  probable  me- 
thod to  enfure  fuccefs,  for  the  Candahar  array,  if  a 
retreat  is  inevitable,  will  accompany  the  troops  under 
your  command,  and,  if  the  retreat  is  orderly,  you  will 
acquire  (like  a  ftream  running  back  on  itfelf )  addi- 
tional flrength  and  numbers  in  every  mile  of  ycup 
march  ;  v/hereas  if  your  forces  are  put  to  precipitate 
Eight,  'twill  be  exa<5tly  the  reverfe. 

'^  If  thefe  meafures  are  purfued,  I  have  not  the  leaft 
doubt  of  your  majefly's  arras  being  crowned  with  glory, 
the  traitor  punifhed,  and  your  deluded  fubjecls  return- 
ing tr  their  former  aliegiarxe."  '^  My  invaluable 
friend,"  faid  Kerlm,  embracing  him,  ^^  your  words 
re-animate  my  foul !  I  am  determined  to  purfue  your 
advice. — How  happy  you  would  make  rac  if  you  would 
accept  the  command  of  thofelhree  thoufand  infantrjr 
who  are  to  remain  in  Ifpahan  :  Yoiu*  prefence  would 
infpire  thofe  officers  and  men  (who  have  been  trained 
to  your  hand,  by  your  own  precepts  and  under  your 
immediate  infpeclion)  with  redoubled  vigour  ;  and  al- 
mofl  enfure  fuccefs.  Under  your  aufpices  they  v/ill 
learn  to  encounter  and  defeat  the  rebellious  band^ti, 
who  are  novv-  meditating  a  blov/,  wlilch  they  inff'nd, 
fhall  overturn  all  lav/  and  order,  and  introduce  anarclijF 
andcoufufion;  rapine,,  plunder  and  bloodfhed,'' 
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'*  That  fLall  never  be,  while  I  am  able  to  yield  a 
fword.  No,  Kerim,  I  iei:eat  it  again,  I  will  net 
flieathe  my  fworJ  until  your  rebellious  fubjecls  aie  re- 
duced to  fubniillion,  or  Auguftus  Davenport  is  lying, 
undiRingui/Lable,  among  a  pile  cf  (lain."  "  And  a 
fword  you  {hall  have,"  faid  the  monarch,  in  raptures, 
"  worthy  of  your  noble  fpirit,  and  the  caufe  you  have 
fo  generoudy  efpoufeJ."  He  immediately  took 'oiT  his 
ovv'n  cimeter,  and  prefented  it  to  Auguflus,  faying, 
<^^  Accept  this,  it  has  paffed  from  father  to  Ton,  through 
four  generations,  and  has  never  been  taken  by  an  ene- 
my, nor  fullied  by  the  hand  of  a  coward  or  traitor  ; 
and  my  reafon  for  transferring  it  to  you,  is,  a  confi- 
dence of  its  being  never  employed  in  a  di/honorable 
caufe." 

He  then  earnef^ly  folic!  ted  the  afT:fl?nce  of  Charles 
and  Mercutio,  ana  oJered  them  commiffions  in  the  hrft 
grade  ;  but  they  refufed,  and  gave  for  reafon,  that  in 
the  very  critical  ftate  of  his  majefty's  affairs,  their  pro- 
motion over  the  heads  of  numbers  of  brave  and  worthy 
Perfians  might  be  produdive  of  jealoufy  and  difguft  ; 
particularly  in  weak  and  prejudiced  minds  ;  but  cheer- 
fully oilered  to  ferve  under  Auguflus,  and  to  exert  ail 
their  powers  in  bringing  about  a  happy  reconciliation. 

The  Sophi  was  highly  fatisfied  with  their  friendly 
oJers,  and  on  reflection,  could  not  but  approve  their 
refolutions,  requefled  them  all  to  take  fuch  meafures  for 
the  accomplifliment  of  the  great  objed  in  view  as  they 
fhould  judge  requiCte, 
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Thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  Kerim  iiTj-cJ  tlie 
neceflary  inilraclions  to  thole  Perfian  officers  wlio 
Vv'ere  to  remain  in  Ifpahan^  in  order  to  co-o;^erate  with 
Auguftus,  and  his  fi-ienJs  ;  then,  taking  an  afi'eciionate 
leave  of  them  all,  fet  out  at  the  head  of  his  army  for 
Candahar,  amiJll  the  tears,  prayers  and  acclamations 
of  his  people,  of  every  clefcription. — Aiiguftus  imme- 
ciately  convened  the  principal  officers,  in  order  to  con- 
fiilt  on  the  flees,  neceffary  to  be  firft  taken,  to  ren::er 
the  citj  tenable?  againfl  any  force  that  might  be  brought 
againil  it.  The  refult  of  t'ils  conference  was,  that  Au- 
giiflr.s  iliould  t.d:e  on  him  the  chief  command  of  both 
infantry  and  cavaliy  (t':e  latter  he  peremptcrily  refufed, 
but  was  obliged  to  appoint  the  commander  ;  lie  pitched 
on  a  noble  and  brave  officer,  nephew  to  the  Sophi, 
named  Azounkar.)  Mercutio  and  Charles  as  lieuten- 
ant generals. 

Aiigu'ftus  immediately  divided  his  troops  into  three 
bodies  of  a  thoufand  each  ;  Auguflus  commanded  one, 
Mercutio  and  Charles  tlie  other  two.  The  two  latter 
lo  form  ambufcades  on  the  wings  of  the  city  at  the  fiif-, 
tance  of  one  hluKhed  fithoms  in  advance,  from  the 
two  extreme  angles  of  the  city  walls,  in  fi-ont,  and  f:x 
Imndred  fathoms  from  each  other,  exacftly  oppoCte. 
Intrenchments  were  immediately  thrown  up  to  cov.ei* 

■.the  ambufcades,  wlio  were  not  to  difcover  themfelvcs 
luitil  a  concerted  fgnal  was  given  from  the  top  of  the 
cityvFalls;  then  to  flank,  and,  if  poffible,  furround  the 

■enemy,  wlio  being  galled  in  front  from  the  walls,  wouU, 
give  ground,  which  would  throw  the  rear  into  confu* 
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ton,  and  while  turning  to  Bfi  an8  fi^clin*  a»  cKemy 
behind^  would  become  defj..erate,  and  the  engag^lP^ft* 
in  confequence  become  general  and  dccifivc. 

A  bo Jy  of  five  thoufand  choice  cavalrj  tras  difpatcfe^ 
fd  to  Calbin,  and  as  many  more  to  fecure  a  commiiiii- 
cation  between  that  city  and  the  capital :  SnaalJ'  par- 
ries of  hor{e  \rere  kept  in  continual  motion,  and  in  6vm* 
ry  poflible  diredion,.  particularly  towards  Candcrf!ar« 

ThuSj  liavlng  taken  every  precaution  which  appear- 
ed neceffii-y,  and  laid  every  thing  in  as  proper  a  train 
as  time,  and  circun-iliances  would  admit,  they  aniioufly 
tvaiied  the  event. 

On  the  feventh  day  after  the  royal  army  began  Itis 
march  towards  CanJahar,  two  fpies  were  brought  iti 
by  a  fcoiuing  party,  who,  afier  in/orming  Auguflws 
that  the  rebels  to  the  number  of  cng  hundred  thoufand, 
had  clofely  invefied  Can.lahar,  and  that  they  were  fure 
ihat  city  mull  fall  into  their  hand's,  were  hanged  with- 
out  the  walls. 

In  tlie  evening  of  the  next  day,  arrived  thirty  thou- 
faiid  horfe  from  the  provinces  of  Kirman  and  Chufiilan : 
Thefe  trtjops  were  refre/h^d,  and  being  divided,  wei^e 
encamped  on  the  outward  wings  of  the  ambufeades) 
in  or  'er  to  fuflain  the  fitff  onfet  of  tbe  infui^ents  ;  then 
to  mal^e  a  fhow  of  retreating  to  t^  city  gates,  but  wheK 
witliin  one  hundred  fathoms,  to  divide  in  good  order, 
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and  retire  to  the  right  and  left,  through  the  two  chafms 
between  the  walls  and  the  ambufcades. 


At  this  critical  moment  the  gates  were  to  be  throv,'^ 
©pen,  and  Auguftus  witU  his  corps  to  march  out, 
form  Ih  a  folid  column,  advance  within  a  few  pacesy 
iire  right  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  rufh  on  them 
with  fixed  bayonets  :  In  tiiis  flage  of  the  conflid,  the 
fignal  for  the  ambufcades  to  appear  was  to  be  hoifled* 

The  next  day,  a  courier  arrn^ed,  with  difpatches 
from  Kerim,  fignifying  that  the  infurgents  had  taken 
poffefflon  of Candahar  before  he  could  pofiibly  reach  it  j 
that  he  had  fuftained  coniiderable  lofs  in  an  engagement 
with  a  large  detachment  of  the  rebel  army,  and  was 
then  retreating  ip  good  order,  and  cxpe<5ted  to  be  at 
the  gates  of  Ifpahan  in  a  few  days  j  adding,  that  the  re- 
bel chief  had  drawn  out  his  whole  force,  to  purfue  him, 
faid  to  confifl  of  oce  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  ef- 
fe<f\ive  men  ;  and  that  though  Caadahar  had  furrender- 
cd  to  fuperior  numbers,  they  only  waited  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  flock  to  the  itandard  of  theur  lawful  fo- 
vereign. 

Eroken  parties  of  cavalry  were  continually  flocking 
in,  after  this  intelligence,  fome  bringing  a  few  prifon-* 
crs,  and  fome  accompanied  by  deferters  ;  but  all  con- 
curred in  the  account  of  the  total  defeat  of  the  royal  ar- 
mj  and  of  the  taking  of  the  Sophi^  who  was  fcnt  a  pri- 
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foncr  to  Candahar,  and   that  the  enemy  puriuecl  the 
(Iiattered  remains  of  his  army  with  all  |:c-il3ble  freed. 

Itfeems  the  Sophi's  army  having  been  prelTed  hard 
for  four  days  an:!  nights,  continually  galled  in  f..~.nk 
and  harraiTed  in  rear,  was  conilrained  to  halt,  (not 
«ncamp)  for  a  iew  hours  repofe :  Hunger  and  fatigue, 
the  harbingers  of  difcontent  and  lownefs  of  fpirits,  pre- 
vented them  from  taking  the  neceflary  precautions  for 
their  fafety :  The  confequence  was,  they  were  fur- 
rounded  in  the  night,  and  almoft  all  cut  off,  and  Kerim, 
with  feveral  of  his  officers  made  prifoners. 

A  council  was  called,  in  confequence  of  this  infor- 
mation, confiiling  of  all  the  principal  officers,  civil  as 
well  as  military,  wherein  it  was  refoived  not  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  troops  ; 
to  difpatch  expreffes  to  each  of  the  provinces,  yet  in 
Kerim's  intereft,  requefling  fpeedy  fuccours  ;  'at  the 
fame  time,  kee[nng  the  account  laft  received  a  profound 
fecret.  It  was  alfo  fiu-ther  agreed  to  admit  and  keep 
all  the  fcattered  forces  that  might  come  in  before  the 
arrival  of  the  enemy,  within  the  walls,  to  be  refrefhed 
and  formed  into  a  corps-de-referve,  toad  as  opportu- 
nity or  neceffity  might  require ;  and,  finall}'^*,  never  to' 
farrender,  but  preferve  the  capital,  or  fall  wiili  their 
fvvcrds  in  their  hands. 

Thefe  preliminaries  being  acTjufted,  and  t'le  diiTerent 
diipaicbes  gone,  the  commandcT  joined  their  ref^ecflive 
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corps,  in  wtler  to  wait  the  approach  of  the  rebels,  who, 
by  imdoubted  informatian,  were  aclually  within  forty 
miles,  and  advancing  rapidly. 

At  the  clofe  of  xhat  day,  about  four  hundred  of  the 
Sophi's  infantry  with  two  thoufand  horfe  arrived,  who 
reported  that  the  infuvg^nts,  would  certainly  attack 
tiiem  by  day-light  next  morning  ;  as  thek  motion  had 
more  the  i^ipearance  of  a  retreat  than  an  advaisee. 
Titefe  troops  \rere  rcceiveil  into  the  city  for  the  purpofe 
feeforcinentiGned,  aad  two  thoufand  cavalry  fent  as  an 
advance  guard,  about  fevra  m^cs  frc»n  the  city.  In 
the  courfe  of  that  night  thirteen  thoufand  cavalry,  and 
<wo  thoufand  mehers  arrived  from  SaMdian :  The 
archers  were  poiled  on  the  walls,,  and  tht  chivalry  took 
their  ^and  in  a  wood,  within  one  mile  ^the  city.,  eas- 
tward, in  a  rAoik  advantageous  Otuatior;  this  body  ef 
feorfe,  had  po(itiv€  orders  not  to  appear  untri  they  fav 
the  infurgents  flearly  encircled ;  thea  to  divide  iota 
parties  of  one  hundred  men  each,  advaace  and  difpofe 
jtl-enifcives  in  fudi  a  manner,  th^  if  any  part  of  the 
^eneniy's  forces  fhould  make  orattena[ta  defperatc  tt^ 
tr^at,  there  iliould  not  be  left  to  theia  e^eti  a  poffibili' 
ty  01  an  efc^pe. 

The  fun,  juft  above  the  horizon,  difdovered  the  ad- 
vanced guard  returning  with  fon\e  precipitation,  yet  in 
good  order;  and  in  a  {hort  time,  the  infurgenis,  in 
great  force,'  under  a  thick  cloud  cf  dufl,  feemed  to 
overfpread  the  whole  plain^ 
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A  fklrmidi  eiifued  bftu-ecn  the  Sophi's  cavalry, 
pcfleu  on  the  wiiigs,  and  thevidvance  of  the  reBel  army, 
in  which  there  were  but  five  killed  or  wounded.  The 
main  body  of  the  infurgents  nov/  coming  up,  confident 
oirucceis  from  the  fujerioriiy  of  their  numbers;  the  roy- 
al cavahy,  as  rreccnccrteJ,  retreated  towards  the  city, 
purfued  briftly  by  the  rebels,  who  concluded  all  was 
their  ov/n  ;  but  the  Sophi's  horfe  retreating  to  the  right 
and  left,  they  advanced  v/iihin  ilxty  fathoms,  and,  by 
a  flag,  demanded  an  immediate  furrender,  on  pain  of 
iuoifcriminate  carnage.  This  was  peremptorily  refuf- 
ed,  in  confequence  ofv.diich,  the  rebel  cldrf  ordered  to 
advance  to  the  very  gates. 

When  they  were  Vv-it!dn  mufqiict  (hot,  the  gates  ri'iW 
open,  Auguflus  with  his  infantry  Tallied  forth,  and  in- 
fi:?intly  formed  in  a  folid  colujnn.  The  appearance  of 
this  column  difconcerled  them  for  a  moment ;  but,  con- 
ft.dng  in  the  fu]:eriority  of  their  numbers,  they  a>.:vanc- 
ed  rapidly,  thinking  to  trample  them  to  pieces,  at  the 
Tame  lijne  they  uttered  aihout  Vyhiclireni;  the  air.    . 

It  is  impoilible  to  defcribe  the'  conllernation  of  thje 
infurgents,  when  their  whole  front  fell  at  the  firft  fire  of 
the  column, — ■. — BarbarofTa,  the  rebel  chief,  notwitli- 
flanding  this  diiafier,  Jed  on  his  men  a  fecond  time  to 
the  charge  :  Now  the  archers,  from  the  walls  difcharg- 
ed  a  cloud  of  arrows  full  in  their  faces,  ur.der  cover  of 
which  the  infantry  advanced  with  fecured  bayonets, 
'^"t^ch  tl":iew  them  Ihto  inconceivable  confufion. 

li  2 


f<y  FORT  u  N  e's    e-o  o  t-b  a  l  c. 

The  %p.a]  ier  the  ambillcades  beir.g  difplaye-l  in  this 
moment  of  dreaJ  and  furprize,  the  rebel's  V/ere  inimei 
<3iatel7  farrounded,  and  alTaulted  on  id\  £des,  they  fell 
.like  leaves  in  autumn,  to  attempt  a  retreat  or  rally, 
being  equally  vain,  their  chief  Iiafiened  16  the  rear,  to 
encourage  his  unhappy  adherents  by  his  p'rerence  ;  he 
%vasj  however,  in!:ercie|  ted  in  his  way  by  Merc'titi'o^ 
who,  dexteroufly  fhiinnlng  a  lance  aimed  at  hira  hf 
J3aibaroiia,  plunged  his  fword  to  the  hilt  in  his  left  iide, 
and  he  fell,  with  his  horfe,  which  that  inflant  receiv- 
ed a  bullet  in  the  head. 


1 


The  v/retched  rebels  feeing  th'emfelves  environecl  o 
every  fide,  and  their  leader  (lain,  grev/  defperate,  an 
for  fome  time  fought  like  fo  many  furies  5  but  in  vain; 
(lid  they  attempt  to  penetrate  the  columns  of  infantry  j 
they  fell  likegrafs  before  the  fey  the  ;  the  arrows  of  the 
archers,  and  the  pointed  bayonets  bid  defiance  to  their 
miraerons  fquadrons. 


At  length,  feeing  nothmg  but  death  before  and  dan- 
ger behind,  they  threw  down  their  arms  and  fued  for 
quarter  :  This  was  granted,  and  an  immediate  fiop  put 
to  the  carnage,  which  was  dreadful:  The  field  was  in 
many  places,  not  only  flrewed  vvdth  dead  and  wounded, 
but  man  and  horfe,  feme  dead,  force  dying,  fome  (light- 
ly woun  Jed,  fworcls  and  broken  lances  were  thrown  1 
as  it  were,  promifcuoufly  together,  in  heaps,  to  thai 
'^rror  "and  aflcni/hment  of  the  furvivors*  ^ 
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After  fecuring  the  prifoners,  Bcc.  they  tbvnd  iheiV 
lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  fomething 
more  than  four  hundred  foot^  and  two  thoufand  horfe, 
Includhig  officers,  feveral  of  rv'h©m  were  of  the  iiifl 
rank.  Fifteen  thoufand  of  the  infurgents  lay  dead  on 
the  field  ;  the  wounded  amotih'ted  to  a  ftill  greater 
number,  the  grettter  part  of  whom  died  of  their  wounds, 
whether  for  want  of  fkill  or  diligence  is  not  known  : 
The  weather  being  exrremely  fultry,  perhaps  contibut- 
ed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  gangrene  their  wounds^ 
and  thereby  retard,  atleafl,  if  not  entirely  prevent  the 
cure. 

It  was  next  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  that  Au- 
guftus  {hould  remain  at  Ifpahan  with  t»ne  thoufand  in- 
,fantry  and  twelve  thoufand  horfe  ;  while  Mercutio  and 
Charles  fhould  march  the  remainder  of  the  troops, 
horfe  and  foot  to  Candahar,  in  order  to  relcafe  the 
Bophi,  and  reduce  the  remainder  of  the  mal-contents 
to  obedience. 

The  troops  deftined  for  Candahar,  encamped  with- 
out the  late  field  of  battle,  in  order  to  refre/h  ;  whife 
thofe  who  were  to  remain  were  emrlbyed  in  burying 
the  dead,  and  in  removing  the  wounde  !  to  places  ap- 
pointed for  their  reception,  without  the  walls. 

In  two  days,  the  troops  being  thoroughly  refre/Led 
*ad  fit  for  action,  the  Candahar  detachraent  marched. 
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under' the  aufj: ices  of  Merculio,  Charles  and  feveral 
Peril  an  commanders  of  great  bravery.     , 

The  Infantry,  in  two  ccsiumns,  were  led  by  Mercu- 
tio  and  Charles,  the  archers  on  the  wings  :  Si::  thou- 
fand  cavahy  formed  the  advance,  four  thoufand  oneacK 
flank,  fevtn  thoufand  ,more  clofed  the  rear,  and  five 
hundred  were  forn>ed  inio  ten  fcouting  parties,  fifty 
men  in  each,  to  fcour~the  country. 

,  They  arrived  before  Candahar  in  the  night ;  and 
feizing  the  ou.t  guards,  fudcenly  and  without  noife, 
feeured  them,  and  ruuied  into  the  city  |:eil-mel!,  before 
the  inhabitants  or  troops  of  the  garrifon  we  t-  '.  :d 

of  their  fituation. 

The  flreets  were  infiantly  lined  with  armed  men,  the 
keys  of  the  gates  were  feeured,  a  ftrong  guard  environ- 
ed the  Governor's  palace  and  treafury,  and  the  So- 
phl's  guards  were  placed  as  centincls  in  every  avenue. 

A  raeffage  v/as  immediately  difpatched  to  the  Go- 
vernor, informing  him  of  the  change  of  afl'airs,  accom- 
panied with  a  demand  of  the  perfon  of  the  Sophi  im- 
mediately ;  to  which  was  added,  a  threat  to  put  all  to 
the  fword,  without  ref^  eel  to  age,  fe?:  or  denomina- 
tion^ in  cafe  of  any  hefitaticn  or  refufal. 


The  meflfetiger  returned  in  a  very  fhort  time,  with 
an  inviuition  to  the  commander  in  chief,  from  the  So- 
phi,  requcfdng  an  interview  at  the  Governor'a  [:alace. 

Now  there  being  no  fuch  commander,  "Mercutio 
and  Charles  infilled  Ih-ongly,  at  firfij  on  Kerim's  ne- 
phew to  appear  in  that  charader,  as  he  was  comman.- 
der  in  chief  of  the  cavahy  ;  but  this  he  refufed,  fo  that 
at  length,  by  the  joint  folicitations  of  all  the  reli  of  the 
officers,  Mercutio  was  prevailed  on  to  go.  He  was 
met  at  the  gate  of  the  palace  by  Kerim  the  Governoi: 
4mi  mofi  erf  the  principal  men  of  the  province. 

*^  Welcome,  thrice  welcome,*'  faid  Kerim,  to  otir 
feero,  *^  my  dear  £iend !  My  brother !  Preferver  of 
my  life !  Thanks  to  the  eternal  Alia  for  the  prefen-a- 
tion  of  my  friend.  Wliere  are  our  other  friends  ?  Is 
tny  fon  fafe  ?*'  Our  hero,  in  as  ccncjfe  a  manner  an 
the  nature  of  the  fubje<fl  would  admit,  informed  him  ef 
the  lateft  occurrences  at  Iff  ahan  ;  the  real  ftate  of  his 
affairs  in  that  quarter,  and  of  the  welfare  of  his  fon 
and  other  friends, 

Kerim  exprefled  his  niti?fac\!cn  in  the  mofl  .animated 
language,  while  the  flrcngexpreihon  cf  his  couiuenance 
dif[  iayed  the  grateful  fenfations  of  his  heart. 

The  reil  of  the  principal  ouicers  were  next  fent  for, 
who  foon  appeared  before  their  beloved  fovereign,  and 
!nanifelled  the  moil  unfeigned  fiitisfaclicn  en  hislcijlora- 
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lion.  They,  each  in  his  turn  congratulated  hina  on  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms.  The  Perfian  comiiianders  attribut- 
ed the  late  viclory  folely  to  the  valour  and  difcipline  of 
the  legion  of  infantry  ;  and  aiTared  his  majefty  that  the 
royal  cavalry  muft  inevitably  hare  been  routed,  liad  It 
not  been  for  the  judicious  diijiofitions,  planned  by  the 
fuperior  ikWl  of  Auguftus  and  Us  colleagues. 

*(  My  worthy  friends,"  faid  Kerim,  '^  Ever  fince 
the  event  which  gave  birth  to  cur  friendfhip  I  have  fen- 
fibly  felt  the  weight  of  the  obligations  under  which 
your  generofity  has  laid  me  ;  but  now  I  defpair  of  ever 
having  it  in  ray  power  to  make  any  compenfation  that 
will  bear  the  fmalleft  proportion  to  the  accumulated 
load  :  The  life  and  education  of  my  fon — My  own  life, 
my  honour,  and  my  Empire ;  all  thefe  do  I  owe  to 
your  wifdom  and  valour — But  why  fliould  I  recount 
particulars  ?  Lives  there  a  loyal  fubjecft  of  mine  who 
is  not  indebted  to  you  for  the  freedom  he  this  day  en- 
joys ?  But  no  more  of  this — I  know  your  generous 
<lifinterefled  difpofitions,  and  will  therefore  fupprefs 
thofe  eifuffions^  and  wave  the  converfation. 

"  Let  us  fet  our  affairs  in  order  here,  and  return  to 
Ifpahan.  I  am  anxious  to  embrace  our  dear  Auguf- 
tus— To  fold  my  dear  Abbafs  to  this  breaft,  in  all  the 
ecflacy  of  parental  aiTedlion.  Come  my  friends,  I  am 
conllrained  by  the  urgency  of  my  aflairs,  to  foticit 
your  advice  once  more. 
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The  revched  provinces  are  at  prefent  in  a  flate  of 
the  utmofl  corSiiCion  ;  order  muft  be  re-cfcabli/LeJ  be- 
fore we  can  pretend  to  fit  down  fatisiied.  Chorazan  is 
at  prefent  without  a  Governor,  confequently  cliicord, 
cruelty,  rapine  and  opprdlion  reign  uncontrouled,  the 
reduaion  of  this  proviiice  to  order,  den^ands  our  firft 
and  principal  attention. 

''  Having  given  me  fuch  powerful  affinance  you  will 
nor,  I  truft,  defert  rae  until,  we  have  fecured  the  fruit 
of  our  labours,  beyond  a  pofiibility  of  its  being  Vv-refled 
from  our  hands  ;  to  reflore  peace  and  its  attendent  bief- 
fings  to  my  fubjccf^s,  and  to  prevent  the  further  eiiufion 
of  Wood,  is  our  ultimate  wifh  :  In  order  to  facilitate 
this  fo  defirable  an  undertaking,  I  requeft  your  advice; 
as  I  freely  confefs  my  felf  embarraiTed,  and  much  at  a 
lofs  where  to  begin, '^ 

After  a  long  conraltaticn,  it  was  finally  determined 
that  Azounkar,  (hould  march  the  cavalry  under  his 
command,  with  the  addition  of  one  thoufand  infantry, 
invefted  with  all  the  powers  necelfary  to  take  pofleilion 
of  the  governmental  reins,  in  the  room  and  flead  of 
the  traitor  Barbaroifa,  and  to  proclaim  through  that 
province  free  pardon  to  all  fuch  as  had  been  aaive  in 
the  late  rebellion,  on  condition  of  a  peaceable  return  to 
their  refpedive  abodes  by  a  certain  day,  and  future 
gcoi  behaviour;  otherwife  to  be  put  to  death  as  fooa 
as  found,  without  ceremony. 
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Order  being  re- eftabliflied  in  Candahar,  AzounSar 
prepared  for  his  mai^ch,  and  after  taking  an  aifeclionate 
leave  of  his  uncle  and  his  brotlier  officei;^,  who  exprelf» 
ed  much  regret  at  parting  with  him,  he  being  no  lefs 
a-n  amiabk  companion  than  a  valiant  commander,  hgi 
ma-rched  under  a  difcharge  of  all  the  fmaH  arms. 

The  next  day  Kerim,  with  his  friends,  Mercutlo 
and  Charles,  fet  out  for  the  capital  of  the  Perfian  Em- 
j^ire.  They  were  met  v/ithin  two  leagues"  of  the  walls^ 
by  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  tliat  city,  wi-th  Auguftus  and 
Ahbafe  at  their  head.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  joy  of 
Abbafs,  on  feeing  and  embracing  his  royal  father  iii 
peace  and  fafety.  The  loyal  citizens,  after  havii->g 
congratulated  their  fovereign  on  his  fuccefs,  accompa- 
nied him  to  the  palace  i  then  difperfed  with  every  mark 
of  fatisfad\icn,  to  their  refpedive  places  of  abode. 

The  troops  were  encamped  without  the  walls,  and 
four  days  were  fpent  in  public  rejoicing  :  The  troops 
were  feafted  fumptuoufly  and  Kerim  diftributed,  with^ 
his  own  hands,  an  equal- donation  to  each  foldier. 

The  day  be:ng  arrived  for  the  departure  of  the  tro6| 
^rawn  from  the  diftant  provinces,  they  marched,  full  of 
grateful  acknowlexgemcntE  of  the  liberality  of  their  fo- 
vereign, whofe  approbation  crowned  their  vidory  with 
^ppinefs,  and  added  frefh  verdure  to  their  laurels. 

Abbafs,  who  had  not  left  Auguflus  from  the  time 
his  iather  marched  from  CanJaliar,  until  his  return. 
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hnt,  having  attended  to  every  plan  laid  down,  and 
every  order  given  by  h|fn,  with  the  utmoft  avidity,  it  is 
cot  to  be  wondered  at,  if  he  made  a  very  great  improve' 
ment  in  the  military  art :  This  was  the  cafe,  in  con*- 
lequence  of  which,  Kerim  was  tranfported  almoft  to 
cnthufiafm.  He  could  not  forbear  expreffing  his  grati- 
tude in  vrords  as  well  as  adions.  He  conlidered  his  three 
friends  as  the  faviours  of  his  life  and  reftorers  of  his 
Xmpire  ;  he  would  have  loaded  them  with  the  moft 
precious  treafures  of  the  Eafl :  In  fhort,  he  wifhed  to 
fpend  his  days  with  them,  and  to  that  end  would  have 
facrlficed  the  half  of  his  dominions  to  have  retained 
them  in  Perfia. 

But  the  period  was  faft  advancing  which  was  to  fe- 
parate  thofe  fmcere  friends ;  Mercutio  and  Ifabella 
both  grew  impatient,  and  panted  for  the  attainment 
of  that  goal  which  they  had  figured  to  themfelves,  as 
the  ultimate  point  of  their  purfuit. 

After  feveral  private  confultatioijs  held  on  the  fub- 
5<e(5l  of  their  intended  route,  our  hero  and  his  friends  de- 
termined on  palTing  through  the  Ruffian  territories  as 
the  fafe%  an.],  perhaps,  moft  expeditious. 

When  Kerim  was  apprized  of  their  deiign  of  fetting 
ofFin  the  courfe  often  days  at  farthefl,  he  changed  co- 
lour, and  penfively  faid  :  *<  So  then  we  muft  part  at 
**  lail  I  Has  heaven  raifed  me  to  this  exalted  pinnacle 
"  of  bappinefs^  with  no  other  uefign  than  to  teach  me 
i  Vol.  IL 


<■*  fiibpri^on,  by  plunging  me  fucldenly  into  inipenetra^ 
<^  ble  fdfitude  ?  Oh  that  I  could  devife  means  to  ren- 
*^  der  any  part  of  the  Empire  of  PerSa  fufficiently 
^^  agreeable  to  thera,  to  become  their  permanent  reli- 
ef dence  !  Then  I  might  be  faid  to  be  truly  ha,pf  y — To 
^■'^  enjoy  the  fweets  of  unadulterated  frieiidfliip.'' 

Then,  as  if  fuddenly  recollecting  himfelf:  '^  But 
why  this  ungenerous  wifli,  this  felfiib  deCre  ?  What 
flrange  unaccountable  beings  does  this  felf-love  make 
of  us  !  The  fuppofed  object  of  our  love  we  rule  with  the 
«#ofl  tyrannical  fway  ;  and  at  the  very  moment  we 
profefs  the  moil  ardent  pailion  for,  we  wifii  to  prevent 
the  lawful  purfuits  and  even  to  fliackle  the  very  ideas  of 
that  objed.  Shall  felf-love  diilblve  the  ties  of  facied 
friendfLip  ?  by  no  means.  Mercutio  has  taught  me  to 
meet  misfortunes  with  becoming  fortitude  ;  and  difap-. 
peintments  with  reverential  fubmilfion  ;  then  I  will  ea-» 
deavour  to  bid  them  adieu  with  che'erfulnefs.  Why  fhouldj. 
they  forego  their  own  pleafure  to  promote  mine  ?  Away 
with  fuch  ungenerous  fentiments !  Am  not  I  indebted 
to  them  for  all  my  prefent  pofleffions  ?  Have  they  not 
freely  hazarded  their  lives  in  my  defence !" 

■• 
After  a  fhort  paufe  :  ^'  A  pang,   however,    in  de- 

fpite  ofreafon  and  reclitude,  will  intrude  in  the  part- 
ing moment :  I  already  anticipate  it,  but  muft  yield. 

"  Let  them  know,"  faid  he  to  Abbafs,  to  whom 
the  foregoing  was  addrefled,  ^'  that  I  alTent  cheerfully. 
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that  I  defire  our  correfponJence  may  be  as  heretofore, 
unretlrainecl,  and  that  durin'g  the  ihori,  very  (liort  re- 
TTiamip-g  interval,  the  circumftance  of  thtir  departure  be 
iiot  £b  much  as  mentioned  until  the  evening  preceding : 

Difagreeable  tidings  are  ever  premature. Let  us 

fpend  this  evening  in  our  garden  of  Tzarbach'^* 

The  evening  v/as  fpent,  as  might  have  been  expedied^ 
in  that  kind  of  rational,  fubftantial  pleafure,  whicli 
nought  but  unaffeded  Cncerity  can  convey,  and  real 
friendfhip'experience.  Abbafs,  Ifabella  and  Mercutio  * 
retired  fometime  before  the  reft  of  the  company,  who 
remained  in  Tzarbach  till  very  late.  They  proceeded 
(lowly  to  the  palace  by  the  light  of  the  moon.     The  So- 

*  This  is  one  of  the  naofl  beautiful  gardens  in  the  Per- 
fian  Empire,  and  perhaps  in  the  whole  world.  It  is 
one  league  and  a  half  fquare,  contrived  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  fmall  river  Senderuth,  divides  it  into 
four  exact  fquares,  or  quarters  ;  each  of  which  is  under 
the  higheft  flate  of  cultivation,  managed  by  no  lefs  than 
twenty -five  gardeners  of  exquiutetafte  and  ikill,to  each. 
fquare.  In  the  centre  of  the  whole,  is  a  bafon  of  white 
marble  ;  from  the  centre  of  which,  a  large  column  of 
water  is  projeded  to  the  heigh.t  of  forty  ktt.  At  the 
corner  of  each  fquare  (next  the  fountain)  ftands  a  mod; 
uiperb  pavillion  ;  the  apartments,  decorated  with  curi- 
ous carved  tvork,  richly  gilt  and  furnifhed.  Every  avenue 
in  this  fpacious  gar  Jen  is  accommodated  v/ith  a  lefTei* 
I'afon  of  marble,  which  is  exceedingly  refrefhing  ;  and 
the  oJoriferous  plants  v/ich  which  the  walks  are  lined, 
diffufe  a  fragrance  over  die:  whole,  which  is  abfolutcly 
indefcnbable,  and  the  medicinal  plants  and  herbs  every 
where  diipcrfed,  baiHe  both'  defcrirticn  sr.d  palculia- 
ron. 
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phi  leading  the  way,  con>:3u<5\ed  them  through  a  long 
avenue,  which  was  terminated  by  a  flight  of  marble  llepS, 
which  leJ  to  the  Harem.  Keriin  determined  to  fur- 
prize  Charles  and  AugiiHus,  with  a  light  both  novel 
andunex.pe<Sked  ;  accorjingly,  in  confe^uence  of  a  pre- 
concerted fignal,  given  by  the  Sophi,  (a  ftamp  with 
his  foot)  the  folding  doors  flew  open,  and  cifcovered 
thirty  and  feven  females  of  di Terent  nations,  religions, 
fizes,  features  and  complexions,  arrayed  in  all  the 
pomp  of  magni£cent  prcflitution. 

The  aparttnent  was  illuminated  fo  as  to  form  an  ar. 
tlficial  day  ;  But  not  a  motion  was  made,  nor  a  word 
fpoke,  until  a  nod  from  Kerim  gave  birth  to  amofl  de- 
lightful vocal  concert.  It  f/as  thofe  females  who  had 
fo  frequently  contributed  to  their  fatisfaclion  before, 
though  unfeen. 

Many  a  flde  Icr^  glarxe  was  floien  by  fome  of 
thofe  hadefs  females,  at  their  new  viCtors  ;  v/ho,  on 
the  other  hand,  found  emjloTmentfor  both  eyes  and  ears : 
They  had  now  an  opportunity  which  they  had  never 
met,  nor  in  all  human  probability  ever  v/ere  likely  to- 
meet  again,  that  of  obferving  the  gefiures  and  emotions^ 
of  this  coIk<rtJon  of  females,  fome  of  whom  where  re- 
tained by  compulfion.  fome  were  perfe61y  pleafed  Vv'ith 
their  ftuation^  while  others  appeared  o\%whelmed 
with  a  kind  of  ilupor,  and  totally  infenfble  of  the  Wietcli* 
eJuefs  of  their  coa.iiiion. 
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I'There  were  to  "bs  found  among  them,  the  prude,  the 
coquette ;  fome  who  were  perfecily  adepts  in  the  art  ■ 
of  pleafing  (a  very  necefTary  ingredient  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  a  woman)  and  all,  except  Uro,-  in  that  of 
dfirmiulation  :  Thefe  two,  very  foon  fixed  the  attention 
of  Charles  and  Auguftus  ;  Ts'ho  each,  unknovv^n  to  the 
other,  refolved  if  poffible,  to  inform  themfelves  of  their  • 
former  circumilances  and  Gtuations,  as  well  as  the  vi- 
c'iiiitudes  which  had  reduced  them  to  the  prefent. 

The  concert  ended,,  they  took  leave  of  the  Sophi 
and  retired  to  rcfli. 

When  they  had  reached  their  apartment,  faid  Charles, 
^^  I  do  notwonder  that  Kerim  complains  of  the  want  of 
fmcerity  among  his  courtiers,  and  others  who  furround 
his  perfon,  when  I  reflect  on  the  abject  {ituation  of 
all  his  fubjecfls.  They  are  (laves  in  effecfl ;  for  was  the 
throtie  of  Perlia  occupied  by  a  monarch  of  vicious  prin- 
ciples (which  Kerim  is  not)  they  would  be  completely ' 
wretched.'  Yet  they  live  happy,  and  I  may  add  free, 
merely  owing  to  the  natural  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  He 
has  beauties  here  under  his  roof,  who  no  doubt  poflfefs 
ev^ry  qualification  necelTary  to  render  him  happy,  if  he 
could  but  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  being  at- 
tached to  one  alone  :  But  alas !  Senfual  gratification, 
and  variety,  comprehend  the  fum  of  his  enjoyment  in 
that  quarter. 
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I  percelveJ,  this  erening,  irx  the  countenances  of 
fome  of  thofe  ill-fated  creatures,  a  mixture  of  reluj^- 
ance  and  remorfe  in  their  apparent  endeavours  to  pleafe 
the  So]  hi  and  us.  Did  you  not  obferve  the  two  who 
fat  oppolite  to  us,  and  under  the  mark  of  ferenit)^, 
betrayed  fymptoms  of  latent  grief  (if  I  raiftake  not) 
and  when  obferved,  were  certainly  much  embarralT- 
ed  ?"  <'  I  did/'  re^ilied  Auguilus,  '*  and  though  ar- 
bitrary power,  uader  whatever  form,  was  ever  my 
bane,  my  avernon  to  it,  is  this  evening  increafed  in  a 
ten  fold  proportion.  There  appeared,  to  me,  fome- 
thing  in  the  air  of  the  two  you  menti:»r,  fuperior  to 
the  reft,  and  deferving  of  a  better  fate ;  and  I  ana 
anxious,  I  know  not  why,  to  learn  fomething  of  their 
hiftory.  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  have,  like  our- 
felves,  been  unfortunate,  and  brought  here  by  force, 
and  having  no  friend  to  affift  or  ranfom  them,  are 
compelled  to  linger  out  the  refidue  of  their  days  in  fi- 
lent  mifery,  divefted  of  every  comfort  in  tliis  life,  ex- 
cept a  participation  of  each  others  woes  in  private.'*' 

''  You  have  exaclly  expreffed  my  fentiments :  I  am 
refblved  to  confult  Mercuu'o  to-morrow,  on  the  means 
moft  proper  to  be  employed,  in  order  to  obtain  the  de- 
ptsd  information." 

The  next  day  they  acquainted  Mercutio  with  the  pre- 
deding  night's  adventure,  and  their  remarks  thereon, 
which  very  much  excited  his  curiofit^^  iUad  he  regret- 
t;e4  his  not  being  prefent. 
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They  agreed  to  ufe  their  mutual  endeavours  to  con- 
vince the  Sophi  of  the  abfurdity  of  expecling,  and  the 
iinpoifibility  of  finding  thatpleafure  (which  is  the  ulti- 
mate end  of  every  rational  connexion  between  the  fexes ) 
in  an  alternate  cohabitation  with  a  large  plurality  of  wo- 
men, fuch  as  have  been  already  defcribed  ;  and  to  point 
out  the  palpable  advantages,  as  well  as  pleafures,  that 
would  neceflarily  refultfrom  his  making  choice  of  one 
female,  with  whom  he  might  fliare  his  bed  and  throne, 
his  joys  and  cares  ;  and  thus  to  eradicate,  if  pofiible, 
thofe  miftaken  ideas,  which  national  prejudice  and  the 
force  of  education,  had  implanted  in  his  breafl ;  and 
which,  as  a  falfe  mirror,  reprefented  every  objedi  in 
a  wrong  point  of  view,  and  confequently  miflead  his 
judgment, 

This  day,  a  very  Cngular  fcene  prefenteditfelf,  which 
had  a  moft  powerful  tendency  to  promote  their  intend- 
ed converiion  of  the  Sophi,  in  awakening  the  feelings 
of  Kerim  ;  in  opening  his  heart  to  the  didlates  of  juf- 
tice  and  in  interefling  his  aireclions  in  the  caufe  of  op- 
prefTed  innocence  : — An  ancient  couple,  natives  of  the 
province  of  Chorazan,  appeared  at  the  gate  of  the  pa- 
lace, where,  meeting  Mercutio,  they  applied  to  him  to 
procure  them  admillion  into  the  prefence  of  the  Sophi, 

He  immediately  acquainted  his  raajefly  with  tlie 
>equeft  of  the  applicants,  who  deHring  to  fee  them^  our 
hero  condu(5led  them  in* 
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The  venerable  pair  immediately  proflrated  themfelves 
before  Kerirn,  and  burft  into  tears.  The  Sophi  or- 
dered tliem  to  rife  and  inform  him  of  the  caufe  of  their 
emotion.  They  obeyeci,  and  the  man,  after  a  fhort 
paufe,  addi-eiled  the  monarch  in  the  following  terms  : 

'^  Mofl  gracious  Kerim  !  You  now  behold  before 
you  a  man  who  has  wailed  the  prime  of  his  youth,  and 
llrength  of  his  manhood,  in  defence  and  fupport  of  the 
royal'  throne  of  Perfia.  The  lincerity  of  my  attach- 
ment to  the  interefl  of  your  royal  father,  is  not  altoge- 
ther unknown  to  ycu>  oh  Kerim ! 

**  When  worn  down  with  age,  and  unable  to  render 
any  further  fervlce  to  my  priace  and  country  in  the 
f.eld,  I  retired  to  the  province  of  my  nativity,  in  order 
to  fpend  the  reCdue  of  my  days  on  my  own  paternal 
eflate. — I  drank  large  draughts  of  happinefs  in  the  en- 
dearing company  and  convei-fatioa  of  my  dear  Zobelde, 
and  one  dear  child — a  daug-hter." — Tears,  in  rapvl  " 
fucceffion,  defcended  down  his  venerable  cheeks^ — he 
recovered — '^  Gracious  Prince !"  he  exclaimed,  ^*' par- 
don the  weaknefs  of  a  poor  old  man,  an  unfortunate 
father ! 

'(  When  the  rebel  BarbarolTa,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  pro- 
claimed Shah  of  Perfia,  I  abhorring  fuch  rebellious 
proceedings,  refufed  my  alTent  and  affiftance  at  his 
aiock  inauguration  ;  which  has  brought  down  his  ven- 
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•geance  on  my  devoted  head,  and  has  ccmplctcly  dcfo- 
iated  my  late  fniall  but  happy  fam-ily. 

"  In  order  to  prevent  fome  of  the  intended  e2e<fts  of 
ihis  mod  unnatural  rebellion,  I  immediately  wrote  to 
thee.  Oh  Kerira,  a  letter  containing  a  minute  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  face  of  afiairs  in  Chorazan,  thai  yoa 
might  have  it  in  your  power  to  avoid  the  impend- 
ing florm,'' 

*' Gracious  Alia!  exclaimed  the  SophI — <"'  art  thou 
I^;[ahuraed  ^''  "  The  very  fame/'  replied  the  old  man, 
Kerim  embraced  him  with  ardor.  "  Welcome,  re- 
nowned Mahumed  art  thou  to  me — But  I  interrupt 
fchee,  proceed.'^ 

'^  A  traitor  from  your  royal  court,  an  emiiTary  fi-om 
BarbarofTa,  who  was  here  when  the  letter  arrived,  and 
contrived  to  inform  hirafelf  of  the  general  contents, 
purfued  my  fervant,  and  feizing  him  fuddenly,  bound 
him  on  a  camel,  and  flraightway  coEveyed  him  to  the 
rebel  chief,  who  tortured  him  in  the  mofl  cruel  manner, 
in  order  to  extort  a  difcovery  of  the  perfon  who  had 
v-'rote  the  letter ;  bi  t  v/ithout  eZeS.  :  The  faithful 
creature,  chofe  rather  to  expire  under  the  mcfl  exc:-u- 
ciating  torments  (which  he  finally  did)  than  betray  a 
mailer  who  I;ad  ])laced  a  conndcnct  in  him,  and  whom 
^-c  loved  as  a  fatJicr* 
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•  '*  The  vveil  known  attachment  I  had  ever  nianifefled 
to  the  royal  hoiife  of  Shah  Kerini,  was  no.  fecret  to 
BarbarciTa.  He  fixed  his  fufi-icion  on  me,  and  de- 
termined toriiin  me  at  all  events. 

"    ^'  Aware  of  my.  being  univerfaHy  known  and  refpec^^^ 
ed,  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Herat ;  he  coward-like 
-refolyed  to  profecute  his  revenge  privately. 

'^  One  evening,  returning  from  the  Mofque  to  my 
liDufe,  I  received  a  ftreke  on.  the  temple  which  laid 
aae  fenfelefs  on  the  ground.  '  i 

'^  HowJong  I  remained  in  fchis  lituation,  or  how  I  was 
treated  until  I  recovered  m.y  fenfes,  I-knownot.  I 
found  myfelf  immured  in  a  humid,  dark  and  noifome 
dungeon.  I  received  as  much  rice  and.  water  as.  flip- 
ported  life,  but  heard  not  the  human  voice  ;  nor  faw 
the  light;  of  day,  until  the  amval  of  Azounkar  :  But 
neither  the  want  of  light,  food  or  liberty  were  held  in 
any  competition  by  me,  with  the  dreadful  mortification 
J  endured  in  being  deprired  of  the  confolating  company 
of  my  dear  Zobeide,  and  that  of  my  enchanting  Zayde, 
the  only  pledge  of  our  reciprocal  alleciion.  All  this, 
however,  was  felicity,  compared  with  the  agony  of 
jnind  which  I  have  coaflantly  endured  ever  iince  I  was 
liberated. 

*^  In  the  fame  hour  that  I  was  feized,  a  pofTe  of  re- 
bels furrounded  my  houfe,    and,    after  flopping  the 
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mov.Lh  of  my  clear  Zobeide,  flript  it  of  every  thing  va- 
luable^ and,,  oh  torture!  my  lovely  Zayde  i  ever 
fince  my  Tiberation  I  iuivs  been  feeking  her,  and  but 
two  days  ago  was  informed,  that  when  the  rebels  were 
Gverthrov/n,  (Le  was  taken  by  Solim  Abbafi  (the 
atrocious  villain  who  took  my  iervant,  and  v/as  the 
eaufe  of  all  the  mifery  I  ever  experienced)  to  the  dif- 
tant  province  of  Adribeitzan,  Vvhere  he  has  a  number  of 
ii-iends.  =• 

*'  I  know  her  foul  is  rent  v/ith  anguifl,  if  even  no- 
thing worfe  than  our  feparatioh  has  taken  place,  and 
the  diflance  is  fo  great,  that,  fatigued  as  we  are,  it  is 
next  to  impoffible  for  us  to  perform  the  journey,  and 
if  we  even  could,  it  is  more  than  probable  the  villain 
would  find  means  to  elude  our  vigilance,  cr^  if  found. 
Would  perhaps  but  infult  our  mifery. 

<^  This  O  Kerim  !  is  the  fum  of  my  diftrefs,  and,  con- 
fidir.g  in  your  well  known  benevolence  and  juftiee,  I 
have  prefumed  to  lay  my  grievances  before  you,  in  full 
aiTurance  of  obtaining  redrefs." 

"  Yes,"  fai-d  the  monarch,  <<  and  ample  redrefs  you 

•  {ball  have."     He  then  ga^'e  orders  to  a  vigilant  officer, 

to  march  with  a  company  of  horfey  immediately-,  and 

to  bring  Selim  Abbafi,  with  all  his  houfliold,  to  Ifpa- 

han^  with  all  poffible  fpeed. 

'*  Mahumed,"  faid  he,  "  you  will  remain  in  our 
palace  until  they  return^  you  fliall  be  accommodated 
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with  every  thing  neceflary  while  you  ftay  here,  ani 
when  yoii  choofe  to  depart,  I  will  reward  your  loyalty, 
by  rendering  you  as  afHuent  as  you  were  before  this 
misfortune  happened  ;  and  if  you  have  a  mind  to  fpend 
the  remainder  of  your  days  in  Ifpahan,  I  will  eflabli/K 
you  to  your  fatisfadion — you  fliall  ever  have  a  particu* 
lar  place  in  my  efteem  :  In  the  mean  time,  make  your- 
felf  as  eafy  as  poITible,  naatters  may  not  be  fo  dei]:e- 
rate  as  they  appear  ;  your  daughter  niay  yet  be  reilor- 
cd  toyou  in  fafety.'^ 

The  conference  broke  up,  and  Kerim  gave  orders  t© 
his  chief  Eunuch,  to  accommodate  the  venerable  Ma* 
burned  in  the  beft  manner  poffible. 

The  Sophi  propofed  a  turn  in  the  garden,  Mercutio 
and  his  frienJs  followed.  The  difcourfe  turned  on  the 
diilreffes  of  Mahumed.  Kerim  reprobated,  in  the 
iirongeft  terms,  the  proceedings  of  tlie  traitorous  vil- 
lain, who  had  been  the  caufe  of  them,  and  fympatheti- 
cally  deplored  his  lofs  of  property;  but  exprelTed  no 
concern  about  that  of  his  daughter,  nor  about  the  pro- 
bable  confequences  of  her  being  force  1  away  by  an 
abominable  fcoundrel,  who  would  ftick  at  nothing  to 
obtain  the  gratification  of  his  luft  and  re\^n?e  :  So  pre- 
valent is  the  idea  of  compulfion  with  regard  to  females, 
among  the  votaries  of  Mahomet,  that  their  confent  to 
I  the  will  of  their  tyrants  is  never  thought  of;^  much  lef^ 
fought. 
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Mercutio  tool:  this  opportunity  of  expatiating  largely 
on  the  abfurdity,  as  well  as  injuflice,  of  forcing  the 
inclinations  of  a  woman.  <*  Your  majefly  is  fully 
icnfible,  that  if  a  man  is  not  faithful  to  his  prince  by  in- 
clination, it  is  morally  impoiiible  to  fecure  his  fidelity 
by  force  :  It  is  true,  he  may  be  compelled  to.  render 
fome  fervices,  however  contrary  to  his  will ;  but  even 
thefe  will  inevitably  ceafe,  whenever  a  relaxation  of 
the  compulhve  power  occurs.  How  widely  diilerenfc. 
are  the  fervices  fo  extorted,  from  thofe  which  flow 
from  a  Gncere  de£re  to  pleafe  ;  which  are  performed 
voluntarily,  void   of  any  kind  of  compulfion   or  re- 

'•  Your  obfervation  is  certainly  juil,"  replied  the  So- 
phi,  <«  but  I  am  not  convince  J  that  the  fmiile  wilt 
equally  apply  tQ  females  ;  however,  we  will  difcourfe 
ftirtiiei-  on  the  fubjcd  this  evening,  an  J  if  you  can  by 
pure  dint  of  reafon,  demomlrate  the  impropriety  of  a 
cullom  fo  long,  and  fo  univerfally  eflablifhed  in  all  the 
eaflern  nations,  I  ftall  readily  fubmit.'^ 

In  the  evening,  Auguflas  hinted  to  the  Sophi,  the 
deQre  of  Mercutio  to  be  admitted  •-.nto  the  Harem. 
<•  His  ciiriofity  /Lail  be  gratified,"  f-iid  he,  *•  for  I 
r.either  can  nor  will  refufe  him  any  favor  in  my  power 
to  grant."  They  were  jufl  then  joined  by  Mercutio 
and  Charles.  "  Weil,  my  friends,"  faid  Kerim,  <'l 
am  giad  of  your  company,  at  th.is  time  particularly, 
as  1  ft;el  ai^.xious  to  renew  the  ccnverfation  with  Mer- 

K  Vol.  II. 


319  fortune's     rOOT-BALL. 

cntlo :  My  mind  has  been  exercifed,  fince  mornings 
in  an  unufual  manner,  fereral  circumftances  ihave  been 
prefented  to  my  imagination,  which  never  exifled  there 
tsefore,  and  whiqh  I  wifh  to  have  placed  in  proper 
points  of  vie\r ;  but  we  will  defer  the  matter  until  Ab- 
bafs,(wHo  rode  without  the  v/alls  for  exercife,)  returns, 
ill  order  that  he  may  improve  by  our  converfation  :  In 
the  interim,  I  will  introduce  you  into  my  Harem, 
Mercutio  has  never  feen  the  variety  of  beauties  which 
it  contains,  neither  has  any  man  ever  been  admitted, 
myfelf  and  the  Eunuchs  who  have  the  care  of  the  wo- 
Eien,  excepted.*' 

He  then  conducHed  them  into  his  repolitory  of  fe- 
male flaves,  who  in  a  {Lort  time  made  their  appearance, 
and  having  received  their  infl;ru(51ions  from  the  Eunuch;, 
who  introduced  them,  began  to  Ung  as  before, 

Mercutio  and  his  friends  paid  very  little  attention 
to  the  harmony,  they  remarked  the  countenances  of 
the  whole,  and  Mercutio  very  readily  diftinguifheJ  the 
two  who  had  been  fo  particularly  noted  by  his  friends 
before. 

The  Sophi  at  length  gave  the  females  a  fignal  to  with- 
draw, after  which  he  alked  Mercutio  his  opinion  of  the 
performance,  and  beauty  of  his  women,  who  anfwer- 
ed,  that,  in  his  judgment,  their  voices  were  exceedingly 
melodious,  and  their  perfons,  generally,  were  not  in- 
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ferlor  to  any  that  had  come  under  his  obfervatlon  in  any 
coLintiy. 

The  evening  being  remarkably  fine,  the  Sophi  pro- 
pofed  fpending  an  hour  or  two  in  the  gardens,  where 
they  were  foon  joined  by  Abbafs,  who  informed  his 
father,  that  he  had  jufl  received  a  letter  from  his  kinf- 
man,  Azounkar  :  By  this  they  learnt  that  the  daughter 
of  Mahun-ied  had  jufl  returned  to  Herat,  and  after  hav- 
ing ufed  her  utmofl  diligence  to  difcover  the  retreat  of 
her  parents,  without  fuccefs,  had  applied  to  him  for 
intelligence,  and  finding  he  was  not  able  to  give  any  ac- 
count of  them,  fte  was  on  the  point  of  deftroying  her- 
felf,  but  was  prevented.  When  her  phrenzy  had  fub- 
fided,  he  interrogated  her  concerning  thofe  violent  emo- 
tions ;  {he  related  the  circumflances  of  her  having  been 
feized  and  torn  from  the  arms  of  her  mother,  by  Se- 
lim  Abbafi,  adding,  that  fhe  had  been  conveyed  to  a- 
great  dillance,  on  horfeback,  furrounded  entirely  by 
armed  horfemen ;  and  that  (he  had  been  kept  a  clofe. 
priibner  ever  fince,  until  fome  days  ago,  when  fhe  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape  from  her  confinement. 

This  villain  having  repeatedly  attempted  to  win. 
her  to  his  embraces,  fometiraes  by  fxattery,  at  others 
j-  by  threats,  and  finding  all  his  art  inftitficient  to  procure 
■  the  gsatificaiion  of  his  iuft,  he  at  length  determined  on 
force,  ana  with  tiiat  intent  enix."ed  the  room  where  The 
•\,.i-:  coTiun?.'.  rin.hh-.g  her  averfion  ilronger  than  ever, 
firevf  a  dagger  tcoiw  hh  UU^,  fvv'cann^  by  Moliomet,  if 
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-{he  refified  his  will  any  longer,  he  would  fheathe  it  m 
her  heart.  The  fenfe  of  her  unhappy  fituation  deprived 
her  of  reafon  for  ,  fome  time.  \Vhen  fhe  recovered, 
{he  burfi  into  tears  and  he  taking  advantage  of  her  con- 
faiioD,  feized  her  in  his  amis, and  carried  her  to  a  couch, 
in  fpite  of  her  ilruggles,  in  order  to_accomplI{h  his  vile 
purpofe  by  main  force,  and  would  certainly  have-fliG- 
ceedcd,  had  not  her  eye  caught  the  dagger,  and,  be- 
lieving her  ruin  inevitable,  refolutely  feized  and  flung- 
.  ed  it  into  his  heart.  Half  diflracled  with  grief  and  hor- 
ror, fhe  arofe,  and  with  the  recking  inflrument  of  death 
in  her  hand,  refolved  to  explore  a  palTage,  or  facrifice 
her  life  in  the  attempt.  She  v/as  met  on  the  fcair-cafe 
by  an  old  Eunuch,  who  had  been  her  jailer,  he  at- 
.tempted  to  intercept  her  flight ;  but  flie  fearlefs  as  the 
tygrefs,  gave  him  a  mortal  wound,  as  Cne  fappofed, 
and  left  him  in  the  fame  grovelling  poflure,  with  his  in- 
famous mafler  :  Then  preiTrng  towards  the  outer  door, 
tlie  opened  it  and  rufhed  forth,  penetrated  \^*th  all  the 
horrors  'a^hich  fuch  a  train  of  circumilances  muft  have 
naturally  infpired. 

Mere  accident,  as  It  fhould  ieem,  direcled  her  int3 
the  dired  road  to  Ilerat,  and  after  a  few  days,  arrived 
in  her  native  city,  forely  fati^ued^  and  uader  great  dc- 
prefijon  of  fpirits. 

He  further  added,  that  it  appeared  to  him  likely, 
ihat  Mahumed  would  fhape  his  courfe  for  Ifpahan, 
afld,   ifthaftheiild  ht.ih^  cafe,  requeflcd  his  urxic  t© 
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paiife  the  earliefl  intelligence  to  be  tranfmitted  to  him, 
as  he  Vv^as  appreheiilire  his  daughter  vvoiild  take  feme 
■x)p[-ortunir7  to  end  her  days  hj  violent  means,  if  the 
i.i  J  net  hear  Tome  ne'vvs  cf  her  parents  very  fhcrtly. 


f^  Gracious  x\lla  !"'ex^laiined  Kerim,  ^^  what  an  atro- 
■cicus  villain  has  here  met  his  juft  reward  !  a  villain  of 
the  mod  unjuil  and  obdurate  kind  !  who,  fo  far  from 
being  content  with  the  ruin  of  that  honorable  and  vir- 
tuous charader,  her  father,  would  have  imbrued  his 
hands  in  the  bicod  of  his  innccent,  unbfTending  daugh- 
ter, merely  for  refuCng  the  embraces  cf  her  father's 
jncrtal  enemy.'^ 

Mahumed  was  then  fent  for,  and  the  welccm*  tid- 
L.gs  of  his  daughter  announced  to  Iiim. 

'^  Thanks  to  the  immortal  Alia  !  excliJmed  he  m 
extafy  :  Thou  hafl  been  gracioufly  }.  leafed  to  hear  an:I 
grant  the  ar;*ent  deHres  of  my  heart,  v/Iiich  I  have  un- 
cealingly  poured  out  before  t^^ee,  for  the  prefervatica 
of  a  dear  and  only  child,  ever  Cnce  fhe  has  been  fo  cru- 
^eily  feprated  from  my  prctedi-ng  arms  !  Eleffings  at- 
itivl  the  noble  Azounkar  !  ^Tay  the  immortal  Prophet, 
who:n  all  the  D.ithful  continually  rervs,  fliower  down 
his  choiceft  bleffings  on  the  head  of  the  benevolent,  the 
beloved  Kerim  !  Vv' ith  a  heart  difiended  with  joy  and 
gratitude,  I  will  now  take  my  departure  from  Ifpahan. 
JVty  beloved  ZobeiJe  is  yet  ignorant  of  the  joyful  inform 
rnation. — I  hafien  to  remove  the  load  of  diilrefs  whie]^ 
■^  yrely  opprefs  the  tendered:  of  bofoms. 
K    2   . 
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'•'  To-morrow  we  will  fet  out  for  Herat ;  I  already 
anticipate  the  reneweJ  pleafure  of  clafping  my  dear 
.2ayde  to  this  breaft,  and  of  intermingling,  with  hers, 
my  tears  of  joy.  May  Kerim  live  and  reign,  long  and 
happily  over  a  loyal  peojile  !  And  when  it  flball  pleafe 
the  great  Alia,  to  tranflatc  him  to  thofe  regions  of  eter- 
nal felicity,  which  he  has  appointed  for  the  reception 
of  the  virtuous,  mayefl  thou,  O  Abbafs  !  dignify  the 
Perfian  diadem,  by  acfls  of  benevolezice  and  virtue  : 
*rhe  fcourge  and  terror  of  traitors  ;  and  the  boafl  and 
glory  of  every  loyal  Periian  !" 

Thus,  the  venerable  MahumeJ,  fraught  with  loyalty 
and  gratitude,  and  on  the  impatient  wing  of  expeda- 
tion,  was  on  the  point  of  fetting  out  on  the  inftant,  had 
not  the  Sophi  prevented  him.  "  Mahumed,'^  faid 
Kerim,  ^^you  mud  not  leave  us  thus.  Your  loyal 
fervices  rendered  to  our  v/hole  hcufe,  as  well  as  your 
undeviating  re<51itude  of  condu<ft  in  private  life,  are  not, 
caanot  be  forgotten :  A  fure,  though  late,  reward 
awaits  your  fidelity. 

<^^  The  journey  to  Herat  is  long  and  toilfome,  and 
I  \vi(h.  to  fee  your  daughter  reflored  to  you,  I  will  dif- 
patch  a  faithful  fervant  to  our  beloved  kinfman  Azoun- 
kar,  v/ith  our  orders  to  receive  and  conduct  her  hither 
with  fpeed  and  fafety,  (he  will  be  here  in  much  lefs 
time  than  it  would  take  you  to  go  there.  Go  comfort 
thy  2»beide;  and  abide  with  us  until  thy  daughter  ar- 
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rircs :  Thou  fnalt  experience  that  regard  which  tliy  no- 
ble anions  have  merited." 


The  venerable  Perfian,  overwhelmed  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  Sophi'"'s  munificence,  was  unable  to  reply  for  fomc 
minutes,  then,  as  if  recovering  from  a  lethargy,  ex- 
claimed '*  Yes,  generous  Kerim  !  Soul  of  thy  illuliri- 
ous  predecefibr !  I  am  refolred,  if  my  daughter  is  re- 
CloreJ,  I  will  remain  in  Ifpahan  imtil  the  angel  of  death 
fhali  prefs  his  chilling  finger  on  my  eye-lids. — I  hafle 
to  inform   my  beloved  Zobeide  of  the  fafety  of  her 

€hild.'' 

When  Mahumed  had  withdrawn,  Kerim  was  very 
liberal  of  his  encomiums  on  the  great  actions,  and  in- 
Tincible  fidelity  of  the  good  old  man,  and  exprelled 
much  fatisfa<5lion  at  having  prevailed  on  him  to  remain 
in  Ifpahan.  He  immediately  ifTiied  the  neceiTary  or- 
ders, for  the  exprefs  to  Herat:  Tliis  commilTion  was 
given  to  a  well  tried  officer,  whofe  honour  was  un- 
doubted. ^*^  What,"  faid  Kerim  to  Mercutio,  ^"^  do 
you  thiakof  the  conduct  of  this  old  man's  daughter?^* 
^*  I  think  ilie  acled  perfeclly  right,"  replied  our  hcro_, 
*^  for  there  was  no  alternative  ;  her  life,  or  what  was 
of  infinitely  more  confequence,  her  virtue,  was  at 
ftake ;  and,  had  fhe  ac^ed  otherwife,  one  or  the  oth-er 
flie  mufl  have  (urrendered  y  but  by  employing  the  meaos 
which"  were  providentially  placed  within  her  reach, 
fhe  bravely  preferved  both,  at  the  fame  time  that  fhe 
rid  the  v/orld  of  au  unfeeling,  treacherous  villain  ;  and 
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I  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  if  half  the  pains  were  ta-- 
'ken  to  infill  into  the  female  part  of  txhe  worlJ,  a  proper 
notion  of  chaftity,  and  a  nice  fenfe  of  female  delicacy, 
T.S  there  are  to  implant  in  the  minJs  of  the  ether  fex  the 
Tnoft  exalted  ideas  of  military  valour,  female  fortitude 
v/oidd  become  formidable,  feduclion  more  difScuit,  and^ 
ccnfequently,  lefs  frequent. 

**  I  knov7,"  continued  he,  ^^  that  local  prejudices 
•are  ha'-d  to  furmount,  which  is  a  very  weighty  obltack 
fo  the  acce^-rtation  of  any  prir!ci|desj  however  liberal, 
if  couii.'ered  as  oppofing  thofe  prejuJices.  It  is  next 
to  impoiTible,  for  a  perfon  bred  in  a  land  of  univerfal 
liberty,  where  every  idea  of  arbitrary  j  ower,  or  ccn- 
flraint  of  lawful,  rational  inclination  is  obliterated  as 
foon  as  conceived,  to  convey  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  propri- 
ety of  the  cuftoms  of  his  own  country,  into  the  mind  of 
a  perfoT!,  whofe  whole  mo/ie  of  education  has  been 
calculated  to  inf;  ire  him  with  fentiraents  diametvicallj 
oppofite;  whofe  political  creeJ  is  (by  tlie  mere  force, 
of  education,  for  no  man'in  a  flate  of  nature  ever  en- 
tertained fuch  ideas)  uncontrouled  dominion  and  free- 
dom of  fpeech  and  fentiment  to  the  very  lew,  r/ho  by 
hereditary  fuccefs  or  conquefl,  acquire  i  owei  ;  and  tire 
mod  ira^  licit  obedience  and  abje<5i  fubmiilion  of  opnicn 
in  the  many,  who  are  too  weak  or  too  fervile,  to  c^ 
fcfe  fuch  an  unjufl  and  unreaTonagle  cufiom. 

^^  Let  us  for  a  moment  advert  to  nrft  prlnci^  les,  that 
j%  let  us  take  a  view  of  man  in  his  natural  flate.  ".Here 


t  Q  S.T  VS  e's      too  T-B  ale,  tl'f 

'We  find  hira  perfe<flly  free  ia  the  exercife  of  all  his  fa- 
culties, mental  and  corporal:  The  great  author  of 
his  exiflence  himfelf,  has  impofed  no  conflraint  en 
any  of  his  thoughts,  words  or  a<51ions,  butfuch  as  are 
unreafonable,  unjiill  and  ungenerous,  all  which  mird 
have  a  tendency  to  deflroy  his  own  happinefs.  Hence 
we  raufl  fee  and  acknowledge  that  the  principal  de- 
f  gn  of  the  Creator  m  calling  man  into  exiflence,  was  to 
render  him  happy:  This  is  fufficiently  proved  by  his 
permitting  him  to  employ  all  lawful,  and  rational 
■means,  in  the  fearching  for  and  fecuring  it ;  and  pro- 
hibiting the  performance  of  any  and  tr<:ry  action  which 
alight  in  its  confequences  obflrud  him  in  the  purfuit. 

'^'  As  it  is  ImpoiT^ble  to  divide  or  feparate  the  human 
fpecies,  without  deftroying  the  whole  vihble  creation, 
r/e  mufl  naturally  Infer,  that  woman  was  invefled  with 
the  fame,  or  fimilar  privileges,  and,  being  palpably- 
intended  for  an  ainflant  (not  (lave)  to  man,  in  the 
prefervation  of  the  fpecies,  an  I  in  procuring  the  ne- 
ceiTaries  of  life  ;  mod  undoubteJIy  was  defigned  t-o 
bs  a  partaker  with  him  in  that  happinefs,  which  the 
Creator  allotted  him,  and  en  the  fame  ccn.jticr.s  ; 
this  granted,  it  is  clear,  that  no  power  on  earth  has 
a  right  to  deprive  her  of  thofe  privileges  fo  long  asflis 
l-emains  virtuous,  nor  to  fubje<51  her  to  tl:e  will  cf  any 
man,  without  her  ownconfent.  Would  it  not  be  Icok- 
ed  on  as  a  mofl  uaiufTerable  acft  of  tyranny  in  anj^-  prince 
cr  other  fupreme  power, to  enaci  a  law  fuUjef^ing  the'in- 
«j6lination  and  purfuite  ©f  thefubjeft  to  the  caprice  of  fag|i^ 
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as  by  flratagem  or  force  could  get  him  into  their  power? 
Would  not  the  whole  world  combine,  and  juflly  too,  to 
abolJili  fuch  an  abonimabie  edict  ?  And  /Lall  we,  who 
turn  with  horror  from  fuch  flagrant  injuflice,  with  re- 
fped  to  one  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  under  fandiion 
of  a  law  too,  /hall  we,  I  fay,  exerclfc  a  far  more  tyran- 
nical fway  orer  the  otker,  and  that  the  raofl  beautiful 
and  defencelefs  part,  and  which,  if  treated  with  ten- 
dernefs  and  juftice,  is  capable  of  afTording  us  more 
pleafure  than  all  the  reft  of  the  creation  put  together? 
Shall  we  deprive  ourfelves  of  the  moft  delightful  in- 
tercourfe  on  earth,  merely  in  compliance  with  a  vile 
cuflom,  which  reduces  us  to  a  level  with  the  brute 
beafts  that  roam  uncontrouled  through  the  flocks  and 
terds,  fubjecling  all  thofe  of  inferior  fh'ength  to  them- 
feives?'* 

'^My  dear  friend,"  faid'  ICerim,  ^^  It  was  not  till 
k  rery  lately  that  I  ever  devoted  one  moment  t©  reflection 
on  this  fubjec"!,  and  until  now  I  never  faw  it  in  the  point 
of  view  wherein  you  have  juftly  placed  it,  andlmuft 
do  you  the  jufticeto  confefs,  that  your  reafoning  has 
infpired  me  with  fuch  a  turn  of  thinking,  as  I  ntver 
had  beforei-.and,  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  I  never  fiiould 
have  acquired,  Jiad  I  been  dej  rived  the  happinefs  cf 
feeing  you:  My  conviction  is  nearly  com.pleted,  but, 
do  you  think  there  fxiUs  any  real  diiFercnce  between  a 
forced  embrace,  and  that  wliicJi  is  the  rciul:  oi  mutual 
confent  ;'^ 
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'^  As  much  as  between  llgat  and  darknefs  !  Your 
niajeily,  no  doubt,  remembers,  that,  inaconveriation, 
you  intimated  to  me  your  dillike  to  the  difguifed  con- 
ftraint  which  you  perceived  in  the  behavior  of  the  mcft 
of  thofe  who  were  near  your  pei-fon  ;  their  fpeeches, 
your  majeftypbfervcd,  were  fiudied,  and  of  courfedry 
aiid  vapid.  Your  majefly  added,  that  by  the  double 
dealing  oftlieirs,  you  were  deprived  of  one  principal 
ingredient  in  the  happinefs  of  life,  namely,  urnxdrain- 
cd  converfation,  wherein  the  fentiments  of  the  heart 
are  communicated  without  dilumulatioii  or  referve. 

^^  Your  majefly  may  alfo  remember,  that  you  had 
taken  much  pains  to  inf-ire  them  with  necelTary  coh- 
fid'ence,  in  order  to  p'ccure  that  v leafure,  which  you 
found    was  not  to  be  obtained  without. 

'•  The  cafe  is  fimilar  to  the  much  defrred  correfjon- 
aence  with  the  fair  fcx  :  It  would  be  jufl  as  rational  to 
attem'  t  to  incorporate   water  with  oil,  as    to    ex,  tcl 
Gnce:-?ty    from  a  woman  who  knows  fhe  is  ceprived  of 
her  bberty  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  minifier  to  the 
lufts  of  one,  who  fo  far  from  enfertaining  the  leail  re- 
gard for  her,  that  indei  endcnt  of  the  gratification  of 
his  grrcfs,  fenfual  appetite,  conhiers  her    as  fcarcely 
fu:  erior  to  a  quadruped  :     Inftead  of  a  thoufand   inde- 
fcribable  graces,  peculiar  to  her  fex,  which,  when  ju- 
dicioufly  employed  as  auxiliaries,  feldom  fail  tofoften 
the  moft  unfufceptible  hearts,  and  captivate  the  greatefk 
conquerrors  :  She  fuppreiTes  every  intruding  charm  ; 
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net  a  wore!,  a  motion,  or  even  a  glance  of  herej-e^-. 
but  is  calculated  to  infpire  the  mofl  dilgufling  ideas, 
carefully  avoiding  everj  motion  that  might  have  a 
contrary  elTecl.  Love  is  not,  hke  youth  and  beauty,  to 
be  purchafed  by  riches  and  honours  :  It  muft  and  will 
be  free,  it  is  incapable  of  confinement  orreflraint,  and 
gathers  ftrengthina  tenfold  proportion  to  the  oppcC- 
tion  of  his  progrefs.  - 

^^  True  it  is,  that  even  in  England,  I  have  knows 
womea,  fo  dazzled  by  the  glare  of  riches  and  titles, 
that  they  have  fjrrendered  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
i^en,  Vvdioai  they  heartily  defj^ifed  ;  who  were  not- 
wkhllanJing  fo  blind  as  to  fuppofe,  that  it  was  the 
love  of  their  perfons  which  had  captivated  the  aSec- 
tion  of  their  ladies  ;  when  the  money  was  the  only 
obieft :  Biit  I  never  knew  a  couple  of  this-defcription, 
but  were  miferable  the  red  of  their  lives.  It  is  mo- 
rally impofrible  for  a  woman  to  divide  heivai^edions 
equally  between  two  men  ;  and  as  muchfo  for  a  m.an 
to  love  a  plurality  of  women  at  the  fame  time,  and 
as  we  are  more  tenacious  in  matters  of  this  kind  than 
in  any  other  concernment  of  life,  the  bare  idea  cf  a  di- 
vinon  of  that  tenilernefs  which  is  the  foarceand  fupporf 
of  the  intercourfebetvv^een-the  fexes  ;  and  of  which  noth- 
ing lefs  than  the  undivided  whole  can  fatisfy,  isfuffi-- 
cient,  ofitfelf,  to  elevate  the  palTions  to  a  degree  of', 
madnefs,  and  to  deilroy  every  degree  of  confideriCC 
bfetween  the  parties.  .  \ 
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^*^  It  is  the  height  of  abfurdity  for  a  man  to  feize  onj 
ftnJ  confine  a  young  creature,  and  to  expect  her  to 
contribute  to  his  owj  happinefs  without  firfl  rendering 
her  happy,  which  is  only  to  be  done  by  permitting  her 
to  think  for  herfelf,  and  ad  asihe  pleafes  ;  by  convinc- 
ing her  that  he  loves  her  for  herfelf,  and  indepen* 
dently  of  all  the  reft  of  her  fex  ;  fuch  difmterefled 
condud  would  infpire  her  with  confidence  in  his  fin- 
cerity  ;  that  confidence  is  the  bafis  of  friendship  will 
i-eadily  be  granted  ;  and  that  the  tranCtion  fiom  friend^ 
fhip  to  love  is  eafy,  will  net  be  denied. 

"  If  thefe  few  broken  hints  were  ferioufly  examm-eJ',  ■ 
all  prejudices  laid  afide,  and  fair  play  given  to  the  natu- 
ral feelings  and  dictates  of  common  fcnfe,  the  Se- 
raglio ofAchmet,  would  foon  be  purged  of  its  boaft" 
ed  beauties,  and-  that  monarch  would  enjoy  infinitely 
more  pleafure  in  the  converfation  of  one,  who  fhould 
remain  voluntarily,  than  he  now  does  in  the  forced  ob- 
fequioufnefs  of  the  numerous  female  ilaves,  who.  r/ait 
his  nod  and   defpife  him. . 

f'  I  perceive  your  di-'itj^'  faid  Kerim  ;  ^*'you  would 
infmuate  that  I  as  well ,  as  the  Grand  Seignior,  by  di- 
vefting  myfelf'  of  the  prejudice  of  education,  wowld 
readily  perceive  the  propriety  of  ado j: ting  a  {dan  of 
conduct  fimilar  to  that,  which,  by  pointiiig  otit  its 
contrail,  as  you  have  juft  donr,  and  proved  to 
be  the  mod  prorei*  I'n^thod  of  fecuring-  my  own  hap- 
pinefs  }    g^cat  part  of  which  would  be  derived  from  ^ 
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confciounefs  of  having  contributed  to  that  of  thofe  fe- 
males, who  nic^ypant  to  return  to  their  friends  and 
country  ;  and  in  a  firm  confideui:e  in  the  attachment 
©f  fuch  as  might  choofe  to  remain.  But,  my  dear 
Bkni,  you  feeni  notto  be  fufHciently  aware  of  acircum- 
ftance  which,  under  the  nev^  eflablilliraent,  would  be 
bf  great  moment  to  me  in  the  realizing  thofe  fcenes 
cf  blifs  which  you  have  pointed  in  fuch  glowing  colours. 
It  might  fo  happen  that  all  might  choofe  to  depart  ; 
«r  if  any  remained  by  "choice,  they  might  not  pofTefs 
qualifications  tofuit  me;  Kov/  am' I  to  proceed  in 
either  of  thefe  cafes?  You  have  by  rem.oving  one 
Wd  introduced    another.. 

That  apparent  evil  is  no  obfiacle,  and,  when  the 
matter  is  viewed  in  its  proper  light,  will  vanilh  inftant* 
ly.  Only  refied  one  moment,  hew  many  noble  fa- 
milies in  the  Perfian  empire  would  conhder,  as  the 
snoftfupreme  honour  that  could  pofiibly  be  conferred 
on  theav  an  alliance  with  their  fovercign.  By  raak- 
3ng  a  choice  of  this  nature,  without  the  leaft  /hadcw  of 
compuilion  or  arbitrary  power,  your  majefly  will  eifec-. 
tually  fecure  all  that  happinefs  which  I  have  been  de- 
-fcribing,  and  which  cannot  hs  obtained  by  any  other 
-»R€fins. 

^^  I  yield,''  faid  the  noble  Kerim.  '( Your  arguments, , 
though  diametrically  oppolite  to  the  principles  in  which 
J  have  been  educated,  are  nev€rthelefs  founded  in 
Jireafpn  and  juflice,   and  camiot  fail  to  emorce  cpnvic- 
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Hon  when  atteiu!ed    to  withcut  prejudice,  therefcre  I 
cannot  withhold  my  acquiefcence. 

'^  From  this  day  forward,  I  iLall  confider  tver} 
K  urn  an  being,  mak  and  female,  as  proceeding  from 
^he  fame  Omnipotent  hand  which  gave  exigence  to  all  t 
•and,  ofcourfe,  entitled  to  the  common  rights  of  all*. 
If  any  or  all  the  females' of  my  Harem  deGre  their  dif- 
milfion,  I  will  not  only  give  orders  for  their  enlarge- 
ment, but  will  alfo  furnilL  them  with  the  neceffar^ 
means  of  returning  to  their  refpective  countries  and 
Gonnecflions  immediately.  To-morrow  I  will  begin 
'this  work  of  reformation,  a  work  that  will  aflonillt 
the  whole  world,  and  as  you,  (to  Mercutio,)  have 
clearly  convinced  me  of  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  I  requefl  you  and  your  friends  to  attend,  and 
h'l  witnefs  to  the  firfl  fruits  of  that  conridion." 

^^  Excellent  prince  !"  exclaimed  every  voice.  ^'  This 
^gle  ad  of  yours,  will  immortalize  your  royal  name 
"more  than  the  mofl  glorious  ridory  you  ever  yet  ob- 
tained :  You  have  now  gained  a  victory  indeed  !  A- 
vldory  without  bloodshed  !  A  viclory  over  your  awfi 
pafiions    and   prejudices  !  * 

^'  This  noble  refoiution  xvill  entail  blefRngs  on  ^v'oui* 
"royal  progeny,  will  infpire  your  fubjeds  with  (if  poiTi- 
l)le)anill  greater  reverence  for  your  facred  perfon, 
«al  wid  eftabli:ij    your  majeily  in  a  ftat€  of  felicity  t© 
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\yhich  the  illiberal  and    licentious  part  of  rr.ankiiK^ 
is  totally   eftrangeJ.'' 

The  night  being  far  advanced,  they  retired  to  ref^V 
ivoniifing  theirJTelves  abundance  of  fatisfadion  the  en- 
fuing  day. 

-.The  next  morning,  they  found  the  Sophi  uncom- 
raonly  cheerful,  an  J  converfing  on  the  propofed  bu- 
finefs  of  the  day;  he  informed  them  that  the  number 
of  his  women  was  feventeen,  natives  of  almoft  as  ma- 
ny countries,  viz.  two  from  Rulua,  one  from  Den- 
mark, one  from  Prulfia,  two  from  Spain,  two  from 
France,  fix  from  diffefent  provinces  of  Perfia,  one 
from  Conftantinople  and  two  from  England. 

<^  The  two  lafl  mentioned,'*-  f&id  he,  ^^  I  have  en- 
deavoured by  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  infpire 
•whh  fentiments  agreeable  to  my  own  wifhes  ;  but  in 
vain,  and  I  candidly  ^fTure  you  all,  that  if  it  fhould  hap- 
pen to  be  the  choice  of  either  of  them  to  remain  here,  I 
will  take  her  to  my  arms  this  day  and  make  her  joint 
partner  in  my  bed  and  throne.  But  I  have  no  hope  of 
this  being  the  cafe  ;  for  a  fettled  melancholy  preys  on 
their  minds,  and  it  feems  as  if  they  found  a  degree  of 
pleafure  in  indulging  it.  Hovv^ever,  there  is  at  leaA 
a  pofiibility,  that  when  they  are  acquainted  with  my 
'.Keal  jyi.ihesj  matters  may  take  a  favorable  turn. 
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'■<'  I  have  this  morning  informed  them  all  by  the 
2;iouth  of  my  fon  (I  chcfe  to  employ  him  in  tliis  bufi-  . 
r.ef?,  in  order  to  iniprefs  the  circum.fiance  on  his  mind 
fo  as  it  might  not  be  eafily  eradicated)  of  my  intentions, 
and  the  refult  is,  they  all  begged  to  be  difmiiTed  ex- 
cept the  laJy  from  Spain  and  one  of  the  Perfians,  whor* 
I  would  willingly  difmifs  alfo  ;  (the  two  from  England 
believing  the  whole  to  be  a  falf^hood,  have  given  no 
anfvver.) 

^^  If  iieither  of  the  Erglilh  ladles  can  be  prevailed 
on  to  accept  fiich  ofTers  as  I  am  ready  to  make,  I  will 
lend  them  away  and  in  purfuance  of  your  advice^ 
will  look  out  for  a  female  of  an  honorable  family, 
with  whom  I  may  hope  for  that  happinefs  which  yoa 
have  aiTiirred  me  is  to  be  found  in  the  undivided  aiTec- 
tions  of  one   only." 

Mercutio  felt  aflrong  inclination  to  converfe  witl* 
Ms  fair  country- v/ omen  :  He  communicated  his  de- 
fire  to  Kerim,  who  immediately  gave  orders  to  an 
Eunuch  to  conduct  them  to  a  private  apartment,  for 
that  purpofe  :  His  order  was  inflantly  obeyed,  and 
our  hero  fiew  on  the  wings  of curiofity  to  meet  tliem» 

On  being  admitted,  he  approached  them  inarefpedt- 
ful  manner,  and,  fainting  them  in  their  own  language, 
requefted  them  to  baniili  their  furprize  ;  informed  th  em 
that  his  only  motive  for  requefling  the  favor  of  the  in- 
terview, was  merely  for  the  happinefs  of  a  few  minutes 
L    2 
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conveiTation,  and  begged  them  to  confider  him  as  a 
perfon  much  interefled  in  their  welfare  :  He  imme- 
diately difcovered  them  to  be  the  fame  who  had,  more 
than  all  the  refi,  attracted  the  notice  of  himfelf  and 
his  friends,   in  the  Harem. 

They  were  aftoniiLed  at  fuch  a  prelude,  and  were 
iiEable  to  form  a  conjedure  of  its  leading  obje^l  5  and 
for  fome  moments  remained  filent.  Refie^ling,  how- 
ever, on  their  (ituation,  th.y  conceived  his  profefifiops 
to  be  founded  in  artifice,  and  only  calculated  to  throw 
ihem  off  their  guard,  and  to  inveigle  them  into  a  conv 
jpliance  with  the  defires  of  the  Sophi,  whom  they 
•onfidered  in  no  other  ligl^t  than  as  alibidinous  tyrant, 
who  wi{hed  to  rifle  them  of  that  treafu re  which  they 
were  determined  to  preferve  unpolluted,  though  at 
she  hazard  oi  their  lives, 

They  returned  his  falute  with  a  kind  of  diflattt  civi- 
lity, and  one  of  them  informed  him,  that  their  virtue 
had  been  fufficiently  tampered  with  without  fuccefs, 
*^  which,"  faid  fhe,  ^'  renders  any  further  attempt  to  fe- 
duce  us  unnecelTary ;  therefore  you  may  inform  the 
tyrant  who  employed  you  to  negcciate  this  infamous 
bufinefs  for  him,  that  artifice  will  avail  nothing  ;  that 
iiejieednot  exped  to  carry  his  point  by  fbatagem, 
and  that  force  will  be  equally  ineffedlual,  as  we  arc 
determined  not  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  our  honour. '^ 
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This  rebuff  delivered  with  an  air  of  triumph,  {Look 
the  confiilence  of  Mercatio  :  however,  by  the  ferven- 
cy of  his  reply,  hefoon  uifpelled  their  doubts  of  his 
fmcerity ;  their  countenances  brightened,  and  they 
2itlened  to  him   v/ith  manifefl  fdeafure. 

They  difcourfed^witli  freedom,  and  he  convinced 
them  of  the  fmcerity  of  the  Sophi's  proffer  of  difmiffing 
all  his  females;  recued  the  particulars  of  his  late  con- 
verfalion  with  him,  and  the  refolution  he  had  formed 
in  confequence. 

This  information  mfpired  the  young  ladies  with  new 
life;  their  eyes  emitted  new^  rays  of  fatisfadion  as 
he  fpoke,  and  they  became  aimofl  frantic  with  gra- 
titude. They  embraced  him  alternately,  flyling  him 
their  deliverer,  the  preferver  of  their  honour,  and  in  the 
mofl  emphatical  terms,  requeued  him  to  take  them  under 
"his  protection. 

After  liHeningwithecf^afyto  thofe  tenler  eiFunonsof 
gratitude,  and  having  alTured  them  of  ample  protedlon, 
he  entreated  them  to  inforjn  him  what  accident  had 
reduced  them  to   their  prefent   fituaiion. 

The  lady  who  had  fiifl  addrefled  him,  immediate- 
ly began  the  following  narration : 

'■^Liverpool  is  the  place  of  my  nrlivity,  where,  at 
(fen  years  efage,    I  experienced  the   lofs  of  the  befl  of 

mothers,  my  papa,  difconfolate  with  his  lofs,  refolv- 
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ccl,  never  to  marry  a  fecond  time,  tlierefore  fent  to 
Bath  for  his  fifter,  a  maiden  lady,  to  manage  his  clo- 
ir.eflic  ailairs,  until  I  fhould  arrive  at  years  of  maturity. 

'^  My  dear  aunt  was  fo  extremely  kind  and  tender, 
that  my  grief  for  the  lofs  I  had  fuftained,  was  in  a  fhort 
time  ahnoll  obliterated.  I  was  ^placed  at  a  boarding 
fchoo]  foon  after  my  aunt  arrived,  where  I  was  vifited 
by  my  papa  or  ray  aunt  once  a  fornight,  during  my 
flay  there.  Having  received  fuch  an  education  as  was 
confidered  adequate  to  myfex  and  expectations,  I  re- 
turned to  town,  and  my  days  rolled  en  happily  for  two 
years.  At  length,  however,  it  pleafed  God  to  call  my 
good  aunt  from  this  Hage  of-careand  anxiety  ;  by  which, 
much  regretted  circumftance,  I  became  pofTelTed  of  fe- 
veu  thoufanl  pounds  in  the  funds,  and  an  annuity  of 
three  hundred  per  annum. 

^^  A  few  months  after  my  aunt's  deceafe,  my  papa 
having  occafion  to  trani'acl  fome  affairs  in  Flolland, 
where  his  Immediate  prefence  was  abfolufely  necefla- 
rji  he  left  me  to  choofe  whether  I  would  goandrelidc 
with  a  dillant  relation  in  Briftol,  or  accompany  him 
in  his  voyage.    I  chofe  the  latter  without  hefitation. 

*'  In  Amderdam  I  formed  an  acquaintance  with  my 
corapaniort,  which  foon  ripened  into  a  reciprocal  friend- 
fhip  that  has  been  gaining  flrength  every  dayfince. 

^'  My  papa,  well  acquainted  ^th  her  brother,  Mr. 
Wilcox;,  took  lodgings  in  his  houfe,  where,  after  having 


fettled  his  afTairs,  tomy  unfpeakable  grief,  lie  was  at- 
tacked by  a  ]riar;;nant  fever  ani  kind  of  inOuenza, 
which  in  the  courfe    cf  Cx  weeks  raaJe  me  fatherlefs. 

'^  In  the  early  part  of  his  illnefs,  he  maire  his  will, 
appointing  Mr.  Wilcox  his  principal  executor,  and  be- 
fides  conftitutinghim  his  fpecial  attorney,  to  recover 
fevcral  rents  and  funis  of  money  not  difpofed  of  by  will. 

^f  I  remained  with  Mifs  Wilcox  and  brother,  who 
were  in  expedation  of  the  arrival  of  their  parents  in 
Holland,  when  they  intended  to  embark  for  England, 
^whither  I  expe<5led  to  accompany  them  ;  but  an  unfor- 
tunate circumilance  took  place,  which  deftroyed  all  our 
hopes,  and  was  the  caufe  of  our  being  reduced  to  the 
fhocking  fituation  in  which  you  have  found  us  ;  but  as 
the  latter  part  of  the  narrative  more  immediately  relates 
£0  ivlifs  Wilcox,  ihe  will  relate  the  j.artlculars.'' 

The  ether  lady  then  began  as  follows  :  — 

■^^  Mifs  Sydney  has  informed  you,  Sir,  that  our  inti- 
macy commenced  in  Amflerdam  :  Though  this  is  the 
cafe,  I  am  not  a  native  of  Holland.  Florence  is  the 
place  of  my  nativity,  where  I  left  my  father  and  mother, 
beiides  a  dearly  beloved  Cfter  with  her  hufband,  an  En- 
gJifliraan,  who  is  as  dear  to  my  parents  as  either  of  my 
brcthers. 

'^  My  father  is  a  native  of  Great- Britain,  my  mother 
oTElorence^  where  li£  has   been  a  refdent  more  thaa 
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thirty  y-ea:s,  and  purP.ies  die  mercantile  bufmefs,  in 
\7hich  fc'.v;::ierchants  have  been  more  fucceftful,  as  his 
correfponder.ee  is  fixed  on  the  rnofl  exteriilve  fcale  ;  he 
hasfeveral  {hips  at  fea — my  eldeil  brether  command's 
one  of  them,  in  which  he  trades  to  the  Levant  ;  and  the 
other  has  been  my  father's  factor  in  Amflerdam,  feveral 
years  :  When  he  left  Florence,  I  accompanied  and  re- 
ttiaiiied  v/ithhim  until  about  fix  months  ago. 

^^  It  IS  now  about  a  year  fince,  a  young  gentlematity 
a  native  of  Scotland,  named  Cameron,  arrived  in  Am- 
0erdam,  and  took  lodgings  in  the  houfe  adjoining  ours. 

'^  As  Mr.  Cameron  and  my  brother  were  engaged 
in  the  flime  line  of  buCnefs,  they  foon  contracled  aft 
intimacy ;  Mr.  Cameron  frequented  our  houfe  on  the 
footing  of  my  brother's  bofom  friend,  and  as  fuch  I 
regarded  him.  He  had  not  been  more  than  two  months 
r/hen  he  gave  me  to  underftand  that  I  was  not  indif- 
ferent to  him;  he  took  every  convenient  opportunity 
to  convince  me  of  the  fncerity  of  his  profepjons  ; 
but  for  fome  time  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  his  dif- 
courfe  en  this,  fubjecl,  as  I  felt  no  m'i{}\  to  alter  myC- 
tuation,  and  confidered  all  the  atteniiori  he  paid  K\e  as 
a  thing  of  courfe  ;  therefore  fcarcely  retained  a  fyllabk 
of  his  difcQurfe  fl-om  one  hour  to  another.'  Flow-^ver, 
time,  whicii  changes  the  face  and  ftration  of  all  things, 
made,  in  the  -courfe  of  Cx  weeks,  fo  miaterial  r.n  alte- 
ration in  my  mind,  that  Ifcmetimes  was  en  the  roint 

of  doubting  ray  own  fanity  ;  but- vvhcn    I   at  kn^tli 
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took  myfelf  to  tancrenoufly,  I  JiJ  not  £nJ  that  uncon- 
cerned perfon,  I  had  fet  myfelf  down  for.  I  found, 
notwithfiaruling  all  the  fhiftsand  excufes  maJe  to  my- 
felf, that  Ihaa  admitted  a  dangerous  inmate,  one  tfeat 
I  dreaded  would  cne  day  become  a  troublcfome  gucif, 
and  Jead  me  into  difficulties,  perhaps  inextricable  ; 
Alas!  thofe  forebodings  are  in  a  great  meafure  realiz- 
ed !  May  Heaven  grant  I  have  experienced  all  the 
unhappinefs  which  has  refdited  from  my  imprudence 
in  ccnfenting  to  leave  AmucrJam. 

'^  Not  to  trouble  j;ou  with  a  tedious  recital  of  trivial^ 
events,  uninterefling  to  all  perhaps  but  myfelf,  I  found, 
a  flrong  prepciTeilion  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cam.eron,  wliich. 
all  my  endeavors] -.roved  too  languid  to  fab.lue  :  Mu- 
tual declarations  of  reciprocal-attachment,  was  there- 
fult  of  our  frequent  interviews  ;  and  it 'was  at  length 
agreed,  that  Mr.  Cameron  fhould  airdofe  tlxe  matter  to 
my  brother,  and  urge  him  to  confent  to  our  union  :  In 
this  confultation  and  agreement,  however,  1  loft  fght  of 
my-  duty,  in  not  taking  into  conf.vieraticn  tlie  necelhty 
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my  parents  conientm  aniatler  of  fuch  im^.ortance. 


My  oroihcr,  asmig?;t  have  been  expe(fled,peremp-. 
tcrily  rejecfted  the  provofdl,  as  a  very  impro-.er  one,, 
and  exprelTed  his  furprize  tiiat  Mr  .Cameron  had  made 
it.  <'  If  my  fkther  was  deaci,^'  fiid  he,  '-it  is  not 
improbable  t;.at  1  might  confent ;-  at;any.rate  the  |:ro- 
pofal  woulci  in  that  cafe,  have  Hronger  .api'rearance  of 
pro-^riety;  betas  tha:  is  net  the  cafe,  I  muftinf.fi  on 
K3   being  referred   to  him  as  to  the  culy  perfon  m  th«,. 
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\v\::ld  who  inherits  the  proper  right  to  agree  to,  ow 
rejtcrit."  «^  He  expoftulated  with  me. in  private,  ia 
-tiic  moft  ferious,  and  at  the  fame  time,  tender  man- 
ner ;  he  exhorted  me  in  the  mofl  forcible  terms,  to 
ad  cautioudy  in  the  matter,  and  conjured  me. by  eve^ 
ry  tie  of  confanguinity,  not  to  futler  my  affeiflions  for 
Mr.  Cameron  to  extinguilli  the  remembrance  of  my. 
duty;  nor  to  fclence  the  admonitions  of  religion  ami - 
reafon. 


«  I  v/as  immediately  fenfible  of  my  error — acknow- 
ledged the  juflice  of  his  remarks,  and  propofed  to  avoid 
the  company  of  Mr.  Cameron  until,  the  arrival  of  my 
father,'^ 

"  Ko,  my  dear  £fter,"  faid  he,  ^'  that  is  too  great,, 
fudden  and  [erhap  dangerous  a  facrifice  to  make.  Mr. 
Cameron  is  a  man  of  worth  and  probity,  I  have  not  the 
leaft  doubt  of  his   inter^ions   and  wifhes  being  ili  icily 
honorable  ;  and  it  would  a.  ord  me  the  hi-gheft  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  you  happily  united  to  fo  good  a  charader  : 
Perhap  I  have  given  his  feelings  a  momentary  ■  ang,  ty^ 
'fuch  a  pofitive  refufal ;  but  he  is  thoroughly  feni.ble  of 
the  fmcerily  of  my  regard  for  him,  therefore,  one  mo-  - 
ment   of  cool  refleaioa  will  remove  it." 

<i  Mr.  Cameron  was  fomewhat  uneafy'  at  W,  but 
my  brother  took  an  opt  oitunity  of  txidaining  the  mas- 
ter, an  1  quickly  convinced  hi.n  of  the  ne^emty  which 
obliged  him  to  refufe  his  friend  what  he  would  much 
rather  have  granted. 
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'^  Their  fricndfKip  fuffered  no  diminution  or  relaxa* 
tion  in  confequence  of  this  circumftance,  on  the  contra- 
ry,  it  was  founded  on  a  more  broad  and  permanent 
bafis  than  ever, 

^'  Mr.  Cameron,  notwithflanding  the  repulfe  he  had 
met  with,  refoh-ed  to  make  one  efTbrt  more,  in  order  to 
facilitate  our  union  :  In  fliort,  my  brother,  Mr.  Came- 
ron and  myfelf,  were  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  confenE 
of  all  my  fiiends  would  be  eafily  and  quickly  obtained, 
and  we  all  ardently  wiflied  for  their  arrival :  A  letter^ 
however,  from  Florence  arriving  jull at  that  period,  in- 
formed us,  that  owing  to  fome  unexpected  delays  which 
had  taken  place,  their  embarkation  would  not  be  in  leis 
than  twenty-live  days.  Mr.  Cameron  received  thia 
neu's  like  a  fentence  of  death  :  He  witlidrev/  early  in 
the  evening,  and  I  faw  him  no  more  for  tliree  days. 

'^  He  entered  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  juflas  we 
had  fat  down  to  breakfaft — and  was  as  cheerful  as  I 
ever  faw  him.  «^'  Robert,"  faid  he^  **  you  have  your 
a Tairs  very  near,  if  not  entirely  fettled,  fuppofe  you  and 
I  v/ere  to  take  a  trip  to  Florence  ?  There  is  a  /hip 
ready  to  fail  in  three  days  to  Leghorn — it  is  a  pleafant: 
voyage,  and  will  bean  agreeable  furprize  to  your  fi-iends 
to  fee  you  once  more  on  your  native  foil,  before  they 
leave  it  forever." 

<^  Well,"  replied  my   brother,  "  it%  an  odd  whim, 
and  yet  if  it  was  not  for  an  appointment  I  have  made  to- 
M  Vol,  II. 
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mieetra  gentleman  in  Lcyaen,  on  buG;^efs  of  veiy  gieaf 
importance,  exactly  on  this  clay  week^  I  verily  believe 
1  fhould  accept  your  invitation." 

**  I  am  forry/'  faiJ  Mr.  Cameron,  ^^  that  your  ap- 
pointment will  cleprivT  me  of  your  company,  for  I  v;ill 
certainly  go.  Come,  ladies,  as  Mr.  \Vil(^ox  is  going  ta. 
Ley  den, -you  may  'asv/ell  accompany  me,  I  am  a 
Granger  to  every  one  there,  and  have  need  of  fome  ^ 
perfon  to  introduce  me  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox." 

*'^  I  blufhedand  felt  embarraffed,  I  knew  not  why^ 
mifs  Sydney  and  myfelf  retireJ.. 

*^  At  dinner,  niy'brother  informed  me  that  he  had. 
adually  given  his  confent  for  us  to  go  to  Florence,  ia 
irafe  we  would  grant  him  ours., 

''We  looked  at  each  otlier  fome  minutes  without 
wiaklng  any  reply.  He  proceeded — "  Come,  don't 
laefitate  ;  Mifs  Sydney  has  never  been  in  Italy — rit  will 
be  an  agreeable  trip,  and  I  dare  engage  you  will  not  re- 
pent  it  :  Mr.  Cameron  defired  me  to  make  this  requeil:  j 
for  (faid  he  archly)  Mifs  Wilcox  will  not  refufe  me  fo. 

rational  a  favor You  have  very  little  preparation  to. 

make,  ^d  I  am  fure  he  will  employ  every  means  to 
render  your  voyage  agreeable." 

«  We  at  length  confented,  embarked  and  failtd.. 
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*'  Forfeveral  days,  we  enjoyed  t'rit  mcil  peritcl  fli- 
tisfaclion  ;  a  violent  tempell  however  overtook  us, 
Tv^hich  tofTed  us  about  three  days  and  as  many  nights, 
during  which  time  the  Captain  and  mariners  loft  all 
hope  ;  which  Mr.  Cameron  carefully  concealed  from 
us,  and  ufed  every  endeavor  to  keep  us  in  good  fpirits, 
"which,  was  a  very  difficult  matter.  But,  by  his 
appearing  uniformly  cheerful,  we  were  deceived  in  re- 
ij^ect  to  our  danger,  till  one  morning  early,  we  were 
alarmed  by  the  difcharge  of  ordnance.  The  firing  con- 
-tinued  near  half  an  hour,  in  which  time  Mifs  Sydney 
and  myfelf  were  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  ;  the  more  fo,  as 
Mr.  Cchiieron  had  not  been  below  during  the  confuCon^ 

^'^  Conceive,  if  you  can.  Sir,  what  terror  and  afloniili- 
iiient  pervaded  our  fouls,  when,  after  liftening  atten- 
^tively  for  fome  time,  and  hearing  men's  voices,  we 
perceived  three  men  with  turbans  on  their  heads,  aaci 
<:imeters  in  their  iiands,  -enter  the  cabin  ? 

^^  I  uttered  a  loud  fhriek,  and  involuntarily  called 
^for  Mr.  Cameron.  Mifs  Sydney  inflantly  dropt  into 
■my  arms  motionlefs,  which,  I  think  prevented  me  from 
Sainting — as  ray  care  for  lier  in  that  moment,  took 
place  of  every  refleciioa  en  my  own  perfcnal  danger. 

*■'  The  Turks,  for  fuch  they  -v^-ere,  ranfacked  the 
^abin  of  every  tiiing  of  value  that  was  portable — break- 
Avig  up  oiu-  truuiis,  V.:e  Ca^i.iia'-s  eftfrutoixe^.&c.  &c> 
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**  Thej  dirconrfed  in  a  language  we  did  tiot  under* 
^^nd,  at  the  fam<  tiqie  pom  ting  at  P^^ifs  Sydney  andmc 
^ierniiLdy,  which  left  me  no  room  to  deubt  of  our  fitu,* 
^ion,  or  of  our  being  the  fubjeft  of  their  diicomfe*    , 

,  ^*  Mifs  Sydney  had  juft  recovered  fufiicienti/  to  be. 
ifinfible  of  our  horrid  predicament,  when  I  heard  a  voice 
upon  deck  pronounce  in  Spani{h,  which  I  underfloosi : 
*^  Make  hade  on  boai'd  the  galley — the  prize  is  finking.'* 

^'  We  Vk'-ere  inftantly  compelled  to  lea^-e  the  cabin, 
and  repair  upon  deck.  Our  people  were  already  on 
iioai-d  the  Pirate's  veffel,  and  we  were  forced  to  folloW> 
witli  weeping  eyes  and  palpitating  hearts. 

*^  The  firflobjed  that  met  ray  Cglit,  was  Mr.  Came* 
ron  :  Two  of  the  Pirates  were  chaining  him  to  the  feat 
where  he  was  compelled  to  ft  by  tlie  iide  of  one  of  our 
fearaen  and  row.  The  Captain  was  ilain  in  the  fkirmii}i« 

This  fght  deprived  mc  of  my  fenfes  for  fbmejjme  j 
my  own  diHrefs  was  totally  forgot,  and  the  thought  of 
Ills  being  in  that  Ctuation,  rent  my  heart  with  angui/h. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  attera^^^t  a  defcription  of  what  I 
fufTered  on  feeing  him  reduced  to  fuch  extreme  diftrefs, 
more  efpeciallyas  I  was  fully  fenfible  that  his  love  for 
ine  alone  had  induced  him  to  undertake  the  voyage.  I 
well  knew  he  conudered  himfelf  as  the  caufe  of  my  ruin, 
which  he  no  doubt  eoncludexl  inevitable. 
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■'^  On  the  other  hand,  I  reproached  myfelf  as  the 
origin  of  all  the  misfortunes,  particularly  thofe  of  Miis 
SyJney  and  myfeif.  Mr.  Cameron's  hard  fate  would 
•liave  been  the  {lime  had  I  not  confented  to  accora|:any 
him  ;  but  jVIifs  Sydney  and  myfelf  might  have  been 
happy  in  Amllerdam,  had  I  been  pruder.t  enough  t» 
iiave  refufed. 

*<  The  Pirate  conveyed  us  to  Conflantinopk,  wher* 
It  was  our  good  fortune  to  be  transferred  to  a  man,  who 
brought  us,  without  uttering  one  {}  liable,  to  this  place  ; 
1  call  it  good  fortune,  becaufe  we  hsLV-Q  been  fo  happy 
as  to  meet  with  you,  Sir,  by  whofe  generous  interp op- 
tion, I  am  in  hopes  of  being  reflored  to  my  friends  aad 
-country  once  mere. 

^'  But  wficre,  oh  where  fhall  I  feck  for  Mr.  Cameront 
Perhaps  in  this  only  interval  of  tranquillity  we  have 
experienced  fince  our  feparation,  he  is  fubjecled  to  ail 
the  injuries  and  infults  of  cruel  Barbaria 


IS. 


^<  The  Sophi  has  employed  all  means  but  force  t« 
feJuce  us  to  his  bed — his  attempts  have  hitherto  beea 
fruitleCs.  Mifs  Sydney  has  informed  you  of  our  refo- 
iution,  never  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  hono^*,  but  vigoroufly 
to  oppofe  every  attempt  to  degrade  us,  and  whendeatfe 
and  ruin  contend  for  dominion,  cheerfully  refign  our- 
selves unpolluted,  into  the  arms  of  the  former,  as  the 
only  fure  alternative  tc  efcape  the  latter.'^ 

M  z 
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*^  Here  fh€  made  a  paufe,  and  Mercutio^  after  polite- 
Sj  thanking  her  for  her  condefcenGon,  alked  her  the 
jianie  of  that  brother  whom  fhe  had  mentioned  as  fol- 
lowing the  fea.  <*  His  name  is  Nathaniel,  Sir,''  faid  fhe. 

'^  I  have  the  honor  of  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  your  brother,  as  well  as  all  the  other  friends  you 
left  in  FIoreEcej,"  fald  he  ;  ^^  and  can  afTiire  you,  h« 
■was  in  ihis  cky  fliice  you  hare  been  here«'^ 

*rhi5  iraeXptfied  information afLoniihed  the  ladies— 
they  eagerly  r^quefied  him  to  relate  all  he  kn^w  of 
Captain  Wilcox  and  his  fi-iends.  He  fully  gratified 
jthem,  and  added,  if  they  were  willing  to  fubmit  them-^'  jj 
felves- to  his  care  and  protection,  he  would  pledge  his  '-' 
honor  to  fee  them  rellored  to  their  friends.  He  in- 
formed them  of  his  deSgn  of  travelling  through  Riiifia, 
i>eing  determined  to  truQ.  himfclf  no  more  on  the  Mfi- 
4iterranean, 

To  this  propofal  they  mutually  agreed,  when  he  took 
hU  leave,  with  a  promife  of  procuring  their  releale- 
jaent  in  a  v-ery  ihort  time. 

Having  r^oined  his  company  in  the  garden,  he  com- 

4iiunicated   the  refult  of  his  converfation— It  was 

agreed,  to  inveil  Ifabella  wiih  the  neceflary  pow^s  to 
liberate  the  ladies.  Tliis  commiiTion  fhe  undertook 
with  pleafure— happy  in  having  it  m  her  power  to  ad- 
^^ioifer  relief  to  diiireifed  innoceaci.    She  hafted  joy- 
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fully  to  the  fpot,  and  commuaicated  her  bufinefs  to 
theiu  in  a  few  words,  and  immediately  concluded 
them  to  the  garden,  where  the  Sophi  and  his  friend* 
wer€  biify  in  difcourfe. 

The  two  young  ladies  expreffed  their  gratitude  to 
theif  deliverers  in  the  moft  animated  terras,  and  invoked 
the  fa>x)r  of  Heaven  in  behalf  of  Kcrim  ;  who  in  the 
cordial  mann'er  in  which  he  faluted  them,  and  the  lively 
fatisiaciion  vifible  in  his  countenance,  exhibited  a  cou" 
■vincing  proof  of  tlie  reality  of  that  unadulteratrd  plea- 
fure  which  is  the  never  failing  refult  of  confcieus  recli*- 
tilde  :  This  refIe<nion  alone  is  fuS^cieat  to  fliraylate  us 
io  a  punctual  difcharge  of  every  moral  and  fecial  duty, 
»ot  only  as  fuch^  but  as  a  pleafure. 

In  the.vicilTuudes  of  fortune,  place  and  clrcuml!ance« 
-wdiich  thefe  young  ladies  experienced,  the  dire<fling 
hand  of  Providence  may  be  readily  traced.  Had  not 
<the  Turk,  who  captured  them,  providentially  met  with 
the  PerGan  to  whom  he  fold  them,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, they  would  have  been  conSgned  to  the  fer?.glio 
of  the  Grand  Senior,  where  they  might  have  lingered 
out  their  days  in  fuperlative  mifery.  Had  they  been 
lefs  virtuous,  they  would  have  met  the  advances  of  the 
Perfian  monarch,  which  would  have  proved  an  eiTe<5lU'' 
al  bar  to  the  performance  of  fuch  extraordinary  ads  of 
fcif-denial,  as  Keiim  had  impofed  on  himfelf ;  and  had 
not  Providence  directed  Mercutio  and  his  friends  tp 
Jfpahan — or  being  there,  had  nothappened  to   have 
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"been  the  means  of  preferving  the  life  of  young  Abbafs, 
'^he  whole  concatenation  mult  have  been  clerangecl,  and 
the  happy  circumftance  jufl  clefGribecl,  could  never 
hayt  taken  place. 

Let  the  Atheift  and  Libertine — the  one  deny  the 
♦xiftence  ©f  a  God,  and  the  other  doubt  the  interpofiti- 
on  of  Divine  Providence ;  yet,  it  is  an  undeniable 
truth,  confirmed  both  by  reafon  and  revelation,  and  of 
which  they  will  fooner  or  later  be  fatally  convinced, 
that  God  is  Invariably  the  patron  of  virtue  and  punifher 
•of  vice  ;  and  however  the  latter  may,  in  the  deluded 
opinion  of  its  votaries,  triumph  over  the  former,  its 
fancied  fuperiority  is  but  an  empty  fhade — it  is  not 
capable  of  afTording  one  fingle  moment's  felicity,  and 
a  melancholy  cataftrophe  clofes  the  fcene  ;  ^-hile  on 
the  other  hand,  virtue,  though  apparently  diftrefled, 
and  often  really  embarraiTed  a»d  befet  with  enemies, 
is  produdive  of  felf-confolatlon  ;  and  never  fails  to  rife 
Cuperior  to  every  furrounding  evil  :  In  fhort,  the  refult 
of  an  undeviating  perfeverance  in  the  pradice  of  virtue, 

4S  HAfPINESS. 

Perhaps  anenquirylnto  the  fate  of  Mr.  Wilcox  and 
family,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader,  in  this 
itage  of  the  narrative  ;  at  all  events  I  fhall  venture  on  it. 
Mi".  Cameron,  too,  having  been  fo  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  his  fon  and  daughter,  deferves  <i  fhare  of  our 
fiittentlon. 


fortune's     r®OT-BALD»  i4-' 

•  The  former,  we  left  at  Conftantinople,  in  the  houfe 
poridedby  the  Renegaclo  who  had  ca];;tured  them  ;  th.c 
htter  arrived  there  three  days  after.  The  very  day  after 
Ifabeila  was  taken  from  them,  they  were  all  taken  out, 
in  the^habit  of  (laves,  and  exi:ored  to  public  fale.  They 
had  flood  more  than  two  hoiirsin  this  humiliatijig  fitu- 
-atlon,  when  rAv.  Wilcox  noticed  a  man  who  feemed  to 
view  them  with  a  folicitons  eye  ;  at  length,  he  Ae[  t  up 
to  the  old  gentleman  and  craved  his  name.  He  had 
no  fooner  received  the  required  information,  than  he 
turned  fliorton  his  heel  and  approached  the  Renegauo, 
who  wa^  at  a  fmall  diftance,  and  after  Tome  difcourfe, 
agreed  with  him  for  his  whole  capture ;  and  taking  him 
home  to  his  own  houfe,  paid  his  demand  and  took 
his  receipt. 

The  purchafer  immedia!e!y  liaHenedback  to  the  fpot 
Inhere  he  had  left  the  unhappy  captives,  and  again  ad' 
drefhng  Mr.  Wilcox,  aficed  him  if  he  would  be  willing 
to  pafs  his  bond  to  a  pafon  who  would  advance  tlie 
money  to  ranfojn  him  and  his  com}7any.  He  anfwer- 
£d  in  the  affirmative,  and  eagerly  enquired  his  benefac- 
tor's name.  *^  Sufpend  your  curiofity  for  fome  time," 
faid  the  flranger,  *^  you  fhall  be  informeJin  cue  time  : 
In  the  interim,  you  and  your  friends  will  accompany 
me  to  my  houfe,  it  is  not  far  off." 

They  were  all  fJled  with  aik)nifhm?nt;,  but  followed 
in  Clence.  The  ftranger  welcomed  them  to  his  houfe, 
snd  having  drawn  up  a  bond  for  the  fum  paid  to  th-<!f 
Senegado^  laid  it  before  him  for  figning. 
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On  peruCng  the  bond,  Mr.  Wilcox  difcoverecl  his 
kind  hoft  to  be  a  certain  Aaron  Levi,  an  eminent  Jew- 
ifh  merchant,  with  whom  he  formerly  had  exten- 
Cve  dealings,  and  for  whom  he  had  once,  not  only  ne- 
gociated  a  difficult  piece  of  bufinefs,  but  alfo  ad- 
vanced a  very  confiderable  fum  of  money  for  him, 
whicK  prevented  the  inllitution  of  a  troublcfome, 
-if  not  ruinous  lawfuiL 

Xievi's  condu(?l  on  this  ©ccafion  deferves  our  warm- 
efl  approbation,  and  his  manner  of  performing  this  dif- 
interefled  admn,  enhanced  the  value  of  the  favor  in  ^- 
ten  fold  degree. 

The  whole  company  expreflPed  their  fenfe  of  the  obli- 
•gation  in  the  mofl;  arder^  terms  :  Levi,  however,, 
■feemed  foraewhat  diftreffed  with  their  acknowledgments, 
intreated  them  to  deiiil,  adding,  that  he  had  but  difcharg- 
ed  a  debt  long  and  lawfully  Auc  to  Mr,  Wilcox,  and 
which  he  had  long  fince  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  of 
paying.  Mr.  Wilcox  theri'  executed  the  bond,  and 
Levi  continued  :  "  You  muil  unavoi:'ably  remain  here 
forae  weeks.  My  houfe  yau  fee  is  large  and  commodi- 
ous, and  you  are  welcome  to  makl*  your  home  hevQ 
until  you  have  an  opportunity  of  failing  for  Holland  4 
in  the  mesn  time,  liufll  on  your  acce|.tiri^  what  money 
will  be  neceiTary  to  defray  your  expences,  as  I  have 
^enough  cf  it,  and  jou  fhall  ^aitake  of  it  to  the  kill  ducat.^ 
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Witliout  giving  time  for  a  reply;,  he  defircd  ti.e  j-ien 
to  fiep  afide  with  him  a  few  minutes.  He  tlien  cc-n- 
cludleJ  them  to  another  apartment,  where  he  furniffeed 
them  with  monevj  and  gave  them  every  neeelTary  in- 
flrucfticn  with  re^qjarcl  to  clothes,  and  ether  necefTaries— * 
left  them  full  of  grateful  acknowledgments,  requc-fling 
them  to  cxcufe  him,  as  he  had  buHnefs  cf  moment  tQ 
tvanfadl  that  evening. 

By  the  timely  affiflance  of  Levi,  thefe  people,  who 
but  a  few  hours  before,  reduced  to  a  Ltuation  iimilar  ta 
the  barbaroufiy- treated  Africans,  having  been  expofed 
as  objecf^s  of  trauic,  were  now  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
perfonal  freedom,  together  with  die  means  of  procuring 
the  necefitiries  and  even  luxuries  of  life. 

In  this  defirable  fituation  we  will  leave  them,  while 
rfe  take  a  view  of  that  of  Mr.  Cameron,  who  was  land- 
ed a  prifoner  in  Conflantinople,  the  fecond  day  after; 
the  foregoing  favorable  change  in  their  affairs  took  place. 

George  Wright  happened  to  be  Handing  at  the  very 
fpot  vvhere  Mr.  Cameron  and  feveral  ethers  -v^-ere 
brought  on  iTiore,  anJinftantly  perceiving  they  were  in 
the  fame  predicament  in  which  he  and  his  companions 
had  fo  lately  been,  furveyed  them  with  the  mod  earnelb 
attention.  The  Turk  fpoke  to  them  in  broken  JLnglifh, 
and  George>  anxious  to  hear  the  fubjed^  of  his  cifcourfe> 
V  advanced  near  enough  to  underftand  that  he  was  treat- 
ing with  a  young  man  (Cameron)  ab&ut  his  ranfom.. 
The  latter  requefted  permiffion  to  write  to  his  friends  ia 
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England  ;  and  to  remain  unfold  at  Conflantinople,  uh- 
t'll  the  money  (hould  arrive  j  and  afTured  the  Turk  he 
iiiould  then  have  his,  full  demand,  which,  by  the  bye  was 
no  lefs  than  feven  thoufand  crowns  :  The  Pirate  ap- 
peared willing  to  agree,"!  if  any  perfon  could  be  found 
who  would  enfure  the  conveyance  of  the  letter  ;.  but  this 
he  very  much  doubted. 

George,,  finding  the  bufinefs  t^«s  interring,  drew 
near,  and  entered  into  difcourfe  with  the  young  man,, 
who  was  glad  to  hear  the  voice  of  an  Englifliman  there, 
and  at  liberty  ;  earneftly  intreated  his  advice  and  aflift- 
ance  ;  and  tolJ  him  the  name  of  a  nobleman  to  whoiu 
he  intended  to  apply  for  theiij.ulated  fiun,  as  he  was  a. 
relation  to  whom  he  was  well  known,  and  en  whom  h«;  ^ 
Gould  confidently  depend  for  relief. 

George  promifed  him.  all  pofiible  affiflance,  and  fug- 
geiie'.',  as  the  moil  probable  method  to  expedite  the 
buhnefs  propofe<;,  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  the. 
Britifh  Conful,  foliciting  his  ailifiance  in  the  matter.. 

Cameron  approved  the  propofal,  and  George  having 
provided  him  the  neceiTary  implements  for  writing? 
he  addreiled  a  pathetic,  letter  to  the  Conful,  in  whichc 
he  gave  a  ciftreiling  defcription  of  his  ntuation  ;  and 
fabjoined  the  ground  cf  his  expeQations  in  England^ 
and  laflly,  requeued  his  direction  and  affiflance  to 
procure  the  much  delired  relief,  withoutdelay  or  difap- 
pointment. 
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Having  fealeJ  this,  he  delivered  It  to  George,  who 
Immediately  fet  out,  refolving^o  execute  his  commilTioa 
with  promptitude  and  punduality. 

The  Conful,  after  perufing  the  letter,  deCred  to  fes 
the  bearer,  who  was  inilantly  admitted.  After  fome 
preliminary  queftions  corxerning  the  writer  of  the  letter, 
he  enquired  hov\^  long  he  himfelf  had  been  in  Conilan* 
tinople  ? 

George  fatisHe:d  him  in  all  his  interrogatories  ;  but 
when  he  began  to  prefs  him  for  an  anfwer  to  the  letter, 
he  detired  him  to  fit  down  and  mform  him  in  what  part 
of  the  city  he  had  left  the  author  of  the  letter,  adding, 
that  he  had  a  defire  to  fee  him,  and  would  attend  him 
to  the  fpot,  v/as  h^e  not  prevented  by  the  gout  :  At  all 
events  (faid  he)I  will  uift:atch  a  fervant  with  a  meffags 
to  his  owner,  which  will  probably  [rocure  his  liberty 
for  fome  time  at  kail. 


George  pro;:ofed  carrying  the  meiTage  himfelf,  whrck 
theConfuldldnotopvofe;  but  imnieJately  writing  a 
fraali  note,  delivered  it  to  him,  'vvhen  he  (t-t  out,  aniina 
fhort  time  put  it  into  the  hands-  of  the  Renegado,  •  who 
perufed  the  billet,  an.i  turning  to  a  Mooriih  boy, 
whifi.ered  fomeihing  in  his  ear,  who  inilantly  difap- 
peared.  The  Pirate  then  enterei  a  houfe  near  the 
water-tide,  followed,  by  George  and  Mr.  Cameron, 
where  they  ha:!  not  remaine  i  long,  before  the  boy  re- 
turned wilh  a  bunuk,  which  his  mailer  or^^erea  him  to 
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deliver  to  Mr.  Cameron.  It  contained  the  befl  fuitof 
liis  wearing  apparel.  Xhe  Pirate  alfo  returned  him. 
his  go]d  watch,  and  puife  containing  about  thirty-five 
guijieas.  Mr.  Cameron  withdrew  to  another  apart- 
ment, and  having  changed  his  habit,  was  atdiberty  tO; 
attend  George  to  tbe  Gpnful's  home., 

•  The  Conful  gave  thenv  a  cordial  receptmn— his  con-- 
^efcenfion  appeared  remarkable  to  them  both,  as  riie^ 
were  not  able  to  conjedure  the  caiife  ;xhefequeI^jiaWT 
«ver^  willfoive.tljis  apparent  paiadox  : ; 

Mr.  Cameron'sf  mother,-  poirefled  of  beauty,   birth -. 
and  fortune,  jto  which  may  be.  added,  wit,  virtue  and ; 
difcretioo^took  the  iibeity 5t  the  age  of  twfenty  years, , 
to  beflowhor  heart  and  hand  to  the  father  of  Mr.  .Ca-- 
meron,  a  gentleman  who  never  difgr^ced  his   name,,, 
country, or  religion/and  was  highly  dsfcrving  the  cha-- 
ratfler  he  bore,  which  was  that  of  ^n-verchant  of  the  moO-^ 
€xteufiv©-.  property,.,  and  inflexible  integrity  :  Ke  was  ^ 
thirty  years   of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  winch  • 
was  contraded  by  and  with  the.  confent  of  her  mother,  , 
a  widow  lady,  and  his^  friends  ;  ^nHn  diametrical  op- 
pofition  to  that  of  her  two  brothers,  who,  proud  of  their 
high  hereditary  birth,  titles  and  pedigree,  confidcj^d  = 
an  alliance  with  a.  merchant,  an  indelible  blerai/h    to  > 
their  race  ;.;and  refolved,  in  confequence,  never  to  for- 
give the  CRIME  fhe  had  committed  againft  their  name 
and  dignity.     The  uprighlnefs  of  Mr.  Cameron's  deal- 
ings jJiowever,foQn  eflabliilie<i  his  reputation  among 
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all  ranks,  on  an  immo^  eable  bafls.  His  brothers-in« 
law,  notwithflanding  the  falfe  principles  of  honor  thej 
had  imbibed  by  education,  were  by  no  means  void  oF 
difcernment  or  generofity-;  therefore,  as  years  ripened 
cheir  judgment,  their  prejudices  vaniihed,  atid  they 
were  conllrained  to  do  jullice  to  the  merits  of  a  relation 

^ho  was  a  real  honor  to  their  family,  by  a  generoug 
and  cordial  reconciliation  :  The  two  families  were  hf 
this  means  united  in  the  flri^fteft  bonds  of  friendftiip. 
About  this  timethebirthofa  beautiful  boy  cemented 

-the  union  with  ftill  gi-eater  ftrength  ;  for  as  he  grew  up^ 
he  became  the  particular  favorite  of  his  two  uncles,  one 
of  whom  infifled  on  being  at  the  fole  cxpence  of  lu$ 

■  education,  which  may  be  fuppofed  was  liberal. 

It  was  to  this  generous  uncle,  that  Mr.  Cameron^ 
ri(who  was  the  identical  fon  and  favorite  beforemeation* 
-ed)  intended  to  write  for  the  fum  demanded  for  hi^ 
ranfom  ;'(his  father  died  before  he  vifited  Holland)  and 
l^e  Conful  happily  proved  to  be  his  other  unclco 

As  if  actuated  by  one  foul,  the  Conflii  and  his  Iiapp^ 
ftephew  rofe  at  one  inftant,?.nd  advancing  eagerly,  cjc^ 

•'Changed  the  warmefl  embraces.     ^'^  My  dear  nephew,''* 

•faid  the  former,  ''^though  I  fmcerely  fympathize  in 
your  misfortunes .?  }et,  as  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
procure  your  freedom  immediately,  and  have  the  plea- 

-iiire  of  feeing  you  in  perfedl  health,  I  feel  a  fuperior 
degi'ee  of  fatisfaclion,  in  tliis  provideivtial  opportunity 

vcf  teftifying  at  once  my  tendeiefr  regard  to  ir.y  ffter,  hf 
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manifefling  the  molVdifintereflei  efleem  for  her  fon,  and 
tlie  pureii  fraternal  regard  to  my  beloved  broth-er,  19 
whom  I  know  you  are  moll  dekr.^^ 

Mr.  Cameron  was  overwhelmed  with  joy,  gratitude 
dnd  amazement,  and  after  giving  vent  to  the  enthufi- 
allic  elFiv^ions  of  his  heart,  gently  upbraided  George^  for 
»ot  apprizing  him  of  the  fcene  he  was  to  €xpedL 

^^  The  gentleman,^'  faid  his  miciej  interrupting  him^ 
*'  knex^""  no  mare  than  yourfelf  our  confanguinity  at  that 
time.  When  I  faw  in  your  letter  your  wilh  to  write 
to  my  brother,  and  your  ex|  eclation  of  relief  from  him, 
J  palled  over  tiie  reft,  ami  feeing  the  fubfcJcti.cn,  I  wat 
foo.  in? patient  to  read  any  more,  and  immediately  re- 
ibived  to  eiTect  your  deliverance  before  I  {2.%^  you. 
^nis  gentleman  has  been  but  very  lately  redeemed,  he 
has  informed  m.e,  from  the  Turks,  together  withfeveral 
trien.ls  and  relatives,  who  are  how  in  this  city,  waiting 
ibr  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  Great- Britain.*'    '. 

Tvlr.  Cameror^  now  returned  the  rnoft  grateful  ac- 
'knowle 'ignicuts  icGecrg-e,  for  his  kind  cond'ucl,  and 
the  Ccnful  added  a  moH  cordial  invitation  to  him  and 
all  his  f\-ienis3  to  dine  with  him  the  erifuing  day  :  He 
^-•romifed  to  deliv^er  the  melTage,  and  to  attend  himftlf, 

Eeing  novv'  alone  witli  his  ncphe-^^',  the  Conful  began 
to  enquire  t]:e  c aufe  of  his  voyage,  intended  place  erf 
^ellinalicn^  and  manr.cj-  cf  being  captured.     To  ^Vi  of 
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^hlch  he  anfvvered  ingenuouHy,  and  ccr.cjUued  with  a( 
mcft  raiTionate  lamentation  for  the  lofs  of  Ivlifs  Vv^il-cex 
auiher  companion,  Mifs  Sydney. 

*rheConrul  perceived,  Tby  comparing  George's  rela- 
tion with'  thatof his  nephew,  that  the  young  lady,  the 
lofs  of  v/liom  was  fo  much  deplored  by  the  latter,  mull 
tindoiibtedly  be  the  lifler-in-law  to  the  fonrrcr.  He 
communicated  this  fufpicion  to  Mr.  Cameron — cbfcrv- 
inr,  that  her  father  was  a  native  of  England,  but  had 
feeen  many  years  a  relident  in  Florence — that  he  h;id  a 
foil  in  Amllerdani — and,  that  he  had  retired  from 
bufiiiefs,  and  was  returning  to  Iiis  native  couniry,  to 
l]:end  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  midfl  of  his 
diijditn,  when  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Infidels. 

<f  My  dear  Sir,"  anfwered  Mr.  Cameron,  ^^^  your 
fufpicions  I  plainly  fee  are  but  too  well  founded — a 
thoufand  circumftances  croud  my  mind  at  once,  and 
all  combine  to  prove  it.  How  fhall  I  meet  her  parents 
to-morrow  ?  Whence  collect  foitilude  enough  to  fup- 
porta  painful  interview  with  pcrfons  whom  1  have  fa 
deeply  injured  ? — -Her  confeni,  whidi  was  iji  a  iwanner 
extorted,  to  accompany  me  to  Florence,  will  av^aii 
fiothing  wit"h  parents  robbed  of  fuch  a  treafure  ;  to  urge 
kj  would  be  little  fhort  of  infult.'^ 

The  Conful  agreed  with  his  kinfm.an  in  part ;  but 
told  him  he  had  no  doubt  of  bringing  about  a  reconci- 
iiation.     He  remarked,  that  the  recovery  of  the  hdist 

N  z 
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Was  not  altogether  impoffible,  tliough  if  in  the  Seragfib^ 
extremely  difficult— but  thought  it  probable  that  fom^ 
information  might  be  drawn  from  the  Pirate,  whicifc 
might  lead  to  a  difcoverj. 

An  iatelHgcnt  domeflic  was  immediately  difpatched^ 
iand  foon  returned,  accompanied  by  the  Pirate,  who- 
l>eing  interrogated  \)y  the  Conful,  informed,  that  b# 
had  difpofed  of  them  to  a  Perfian,  who  talkedof  fetting 
.©ut  for  Ifpahan  immediately.  The  Conful  promifed  to 
reward  him  liberaUy>  if  he  would  immediately  ufe  every 
cndearor  to  difcorer  the  Perfian,  if  not  yet  gone  ;  and 
'^If  he  was^  to  gals  every  polTiblc  iaformation  of  his  xoui** 

It  wa$  la-te  in  •th:e  evening  when  he  returned,  and  all 
*he  intelligence  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  was,  that  his 
cuame  was  Afpendi,  a  native  of  Ifpahan^  and  had  fat 
J9ut  immediatly  after  the  purchafe. 

Mr,  Cameron  was  no  fooner  informed  of  thc^jourfe 
fie  had  taken,  than  he  formed  the  refolution  to  follow^ 
,«nJ  if  poiTible  to  <>vertake  and  ctein  the  rclcafe  of 
the  ladies,  or  perifh  in  the  cntcrprize.  He  acquaint- 
ed his  uncle  with  ihis  defig-n  :  Who,  although  he  did 
not  altogether  approve  of  the  plafi,  did  not  attempt 
to  dilTuade  him  from  it  :  On  the  contj^ary,  he  told  him- 
if  he  perfifled  in  the  undertaking,  he  /Iiould  be  at  no  lofs 
for  any  thing  neceflarj  to  the  attalnni^it  pf  the  ob^iS  of 
^s  jpurfuit, 
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In  orjer  to  fave  Mr.  Cameron  the  confufion  of  being- 
•prefent,  his  uncle  pro;x)fed  his  retiring  to  any  adjoinijig 
-chamber,  where  he  might  remain  and  hear  ail  that  paiTed 
'between  iVIr.  Wilcox  and  the  company,  without  the 
•mortification  of  being  obferved  to  itetray,  what  he 
-termed  fymptoms  of  guilt,  until  notice  was  given  hfna 

to  make  hi^  appearrncc. Thefe  pitliminarieB  bein^ . 

fettled,  they  retired  to  reft. 

At  the  appointed  time,  Mr.  Wilcox,  attended  by  al 
-Ihs  friends,  waited  on"  the  Conful,  who  received  thena^ 
with  politenefs  and  freedom  ;  the  ladies  in  particular, 
^e  treated  with  uncomMon  attention. 

As  the  principal  aim  of  the  Conful  in  this  conference, 
was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  reconciliation  between 
his  relation  and  Mr.  Wilcox  and  family,  he  fo©n  found 
means  to  give  the  conrerfation  a  turn  from  general  fub- 
jects,  to  that  of  the  accident,  which,  as  he  exprefTed  it, 
had  procuredhim  the  honor  of  avifit  from  fo  refpe6iable  a 
company  ©fChrijQians,  in  the  capital  of  the  Turkifti  empircw 

This  natural^  introduced  sm  account  of  Mr^Wilcox'i 
former  line  of  buCnefs,  his  connedions  in  England,  &c 
The  Conful  generoufly  fympathized  in  their  mi^for-^ 
tunes  ;  at  the  fanjc  time,  ]»e  afFurcd  tl»em  of  his  kind 
offices^  and  of  a  fafe  palT:  ort  through  the  Streight*. 
They  teflified  their  acknowledgments  in  terms  of  unJif- 
iembled  gratitude.  His  generoHty  refted  not  here — H« 
hadfeiit  for  Mr»  Levi^  witofe  name  was  Juit  then  aiir- 
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tifOunc-ed  by  a  domeftic.  and  being  introJiiceJ,  was  in- 
vited to  lit  down.  "  I  have  heard  a  raoft  rtfi  eciabic 
sccoimt  of  you,  Mr.  Levi,  (faid  the  Conful)  wliieh 
entitles  you  greatly  to  my  eileem  :  A  good  man  I  re- 
vere, be  his  name,  country  or  religion  what  theV  may^. 
I  am  farther  informed,  that  you  have  a  bond  of  this. 

gentleman's — will  you  be  pleafedto  let  me  fee  it?" 

He  immediately  produced  the  bond,  which  tlie  Confui 
perufed,  and  returned  it,  faying.  You  are  a.wprthy  man, 
Mr.  Levi — you  wilj  give  up  this  paper  to  Mr.  Wilcox, 
4aod  I  will  advance  you  the  whole  furn.  to-morrow,  as 
W€ll  as  all  other  demands  you  may  have  .againft  him,. 
Perceiving  Mr.  Wilcox  about  to  make  fbm€  acknow* 
ledgments,  he  prevented  hini  by  a  motion  of  the  hand* 

Levi  furrendered  the  bond  with  pleafure,  faying. 
My  very  good  friend,  here  is  your  bond,  and  I  wifhit 
was  in  my  power  to  replace  all  the  Pirates  have  deprived 
you  of — you  fliould  tlien  fee  with  vviiAt  cheerfuliicfii 
I  would  ferveyou. 

~  Nothing  could  exceed  the  gratitude  and  admiratioa 
©f  thofe  people  :  Every  remembrance  of  their  late  mis- 
ibrtunes  vvere  absorbed  m  the  contemplation  of  the  un- 
exampled inftances  of  magnanimity  exercifed  towards 
them  by  the  Conful  and  Mr.  Levi  :  The  latter  apolo- 
gizing for  the  fhortnefs  of  his  itay,  on  the  Icore  of  ur-  . 
gent bufinefs,  was  excufed,  on  comition  of  renewing 

3us   vifit  the  enfuing   day He  then  withdrew. 

U^Jtie  Conful  having  upw  brought  mi\tter$  in  a  fuitub}# 
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train, -c^lle-l  their  attemion  to  an  iinpo'tant  piece  of 
information,  in  wLich^  Ise  aflured  ihein^  thej  'vverc 
ceeply  iniei tiled. 

Accor:'ingly,  after  fome  cbferrations,  calci'.lateJ  to 
pave  the  ^-i^y  to  a  reconciliation  between  his  kinfman 
nnd-Tvir.  WilcoK,  he  infcrn-ed  them  of  every  circiini- 
iiance  relative  to  Mifs  Wilcox  anJ  Mr.  Cameron,  iXB 
before  related  ;  and  concluc'ed  with  an  earnefl  requeft, 
that  his  nephew  might  obtain  parionof  the  whole  farai- 
Iv,  as  liis  error  originated  in  the  nobled  of  princijdes, 
and  as  h^  had  the  ccnfent  of  their  fon  as  well  as  th? 
•young  lady  herfelf: — Ke  further  afilired  them  of  the 
Sincere  contrition,  and  of  his  determination  to  purfue 
the  Perfian  who  had  the  hidies  ini:idiody,  and  bring 
them  back  at  the  rifk  of  his  life- 

His  pardon  was  pronounced  with  much  Cncerity  i 
hut  to  fuppre[s  the  rifingfigh  and  gufhing  tear,  was  an" 
leiTort  to  which  the  fortitude  of  Mrs.  Wilcox  vv'as  inadcn 
.nuate — nor  were  the.  reft  of  the  company  unconcerned. 
George's  wife  and  lereruia  witluuew  to  vent  their 
grief  in  private  ;  iriiliort,  a  gloomy  fadnefs  dh'ufed  it- 
feif  over  the  whole,  v/hen  .the  preconcerted  notice  being- 
given,  Mr.  CajDeron  made  his  appearance.  ,  He  in- 
iiantly  advanced,  and -on  his  knees  im[lored  fcrgivenefs 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox,  in  fuch  an  a.  eciing  manner, 
that  they  both  pronounced  his  j  ardon  in  loud,  inraticii- 
i  .te  fobs  :  Tiie  whole  company  caught  the  contagion, 
1  :Ki  not  ail  eve  in  the  room  but  fned  the  leur  of  fymi  a- 
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^hy — honorable  badge  of  noble  fentiment !  of  refiu^ 
humanity!! 

Mr.  Cameron  began  the -next  day  tomaltc  prepara- 
Jtlons  for  his  expedition,  and  \Va«  ready  to  fail  ia  four 
days,  aveifel  having  been  provided  through  the  intereft 
of  his  uncle,  for  that  particular  fervice,  which  was  t« 
:rcmain  at  Trap  efond  fifteen  days  for  his  return-. 

He  had  a  quick  and  pleafant  paflage  to  Trapefondv 
where  he  was  attacked  with  a  flight  intermitteat,  which 
vconfined  him  eight  days  to  his  bed.  A  very  favorable 
xsircumftanoe,  however,  took  place,  which  in  all  hu» 
man  probability,  was  a  principal  mean  of  faving  hi^ 
life,  for  his  lodging  was  very  mdLffeteiH;>  and  medicsH 
aid  was  not  to  be  obtained, 

"Captain  Wilcox  and  Mr.  Fitzgerdld  parted  in  Arde- 
■Til;  the  latter  fhaped  his  courfe  through  TefRis  t6 
Ailracan,  and , the  former  pKOceeded  to  Tra-efond,  ia 
.order  to  take  fhipping  for  Conflantinople.  Captaia 
Wilcox  fortunately  tocJk  his  quarters  at  the  identic^ 
Jioufe  where  Mr.  Cameron  was  lying  Gck.  As  all  the 
^aftern  languages,  by  his  long  intercouife  with  the 
r«atlve5,  had  become  as  habitual  to  him  as  his  .own,  be 
difcQurfed  whh  eafe  in  any  of  them.  liis  hilt  enquiry 
after  his  arrival,  was  for  a  velTel  bound  lo  Cor^flaniino- 
^plc.  He  was  informed,  there  was  but  one,  and  that 
was  to  remain  fome  time,  to  wait  for  a  gentleman.  :wh0 
was  dying  there  fick* 
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Tills  information  naturally  led  to  an  enquiiy  cf 
where  he  came,  from  ?  whither  he  was  bounaPand  what 
his  convlaint  was  ?  To  the  mR  of  thefe  qiieflions  only,. 
he  received  a  fatisfaaoryanfwer,  and  being  informed 
^e  was  nota  Muffelraan,  expreiTed  ad  eh  re  to  fee  him. 
He  was  accordingly  conduced  to  his  apartment,  where 
he  found  him  in  a  veiy  languid  fiate  :  His  good  conftf- 
tution  had  conquered  the  maJa.'y,  and  all  that  was  then. 
receiTary,  was  fome  powerful  refloratives  to  re-eilabliili. 
him  in  his  ufuaLvigoun, 

The  Captain,  at  a  very  gi-eat  exigence  and  much  eiP^ 
treaty,  procured  fome  wine— fowls   were  plenty,   and' 
he  kinJy  undertook  the  omce  of  pu,veyor,  cook  and. 
inirfej.airi  by  his    kind  attention,.,  with  the  affi  fiance 
ofheavefliMr..Gan^eron  was  in  a  few  days    able  to 
iralk  out  with  hfm^     It  was  irott ill  then,  that  Captain 
Wilcox  attempted  to  hold    any  converfation  with  his- 
^tiem,  except. fucii  as  immediately  related  to  his  health, . 

One  fine  day,  the  Ca]'taih  propofed  going  en- board' 
^e  veffel,-  \vhich  lay  at  anchor  about  a  quarter  of^a^ 
mile  from  the  /hore.     Cameron  affented,  and  they  im. 
mediately  fetout.     Hi  the  courfe  of  thisday^s  conver- 
Cation,  they  became-  mutuaJIy   known  to  each  other. . 
Mr.  Cameron   difcJofed  circumflantially,  e'.-erj  thing- 
relative  to  his  friends  in  Confiantinople — his  own  ad- 
rentures  and  misfortunes — his   buf nefs  in  Peifa,,  and 
liisjefolution  not  to  return  without  the  ladies. .  - 
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The  Cartciln  generovifly  embraced  him.     ^'  Came* 
ron,"  faid  he,  "yoa  are  jioiTelTe^  of  a  noble  foul,  and 
I  {hould  confider  myfelf  worfe  than  an  infidel,  if  I  was 
ca-  able  of  wounding  your  feelings  by  withholding  the 
hand  of  frienJflii';.      My  f  fter  I  love  mcft  dearly-^I 
well  know  if  fhe  is  not  recovered  fcon,    the  rejueni- 
brance  of  her  lofs  will  ilant  a  dagger  in  the  heart  of  rny 
filiother  ;  but  as  I  am  corvinced  your  intenticrs  with. 
regai'd  to  h,er,  were  ftridlly  honorable,   I  allure  you   of 
my  forgivenefs  and  frien.  fhi^  ;  and  if  iLe  is  irrecGrera- 
blygone,  we  muft  endeavor  to  ftflain  the  fhock  with 
firmnefs,  and  confole  ourfelves  with  the  refieetion  t-batr! 
our  virtuous  intentions  far  excte.  ed.  our  foreiight.     But 
Cnce  fortune  has  brought  us  together,  and  you  give  me 
£uch  .deahng   alTurances  of  the  |-rof[-erous  Situation  of 
our  fiienJs  in  Conftantinople,  I  am  deterniined  to  ac- 
comi  any  you  to  If^  ahan  ;  as  it  is  but  very  lately  I  left 
thai  city,  I  exped  tofln^  fome  friends  who  will  glaclji 
aluftus  inour  refearch." 

Mr.  Cameron  was  quite  overwhelmed  with  the  con*- 
tanned  kincnefs  ana  generofty  ;  an:  his  o^^er  ofaceonv 
ranging,  a.  orded  him  the  '  molt  genuine  iWtisU.^ioii. 
His  heal  til  being  firmly  tflablifhed,  «.ey  fet  out  for  As- 
devil,  three Uan.:red  anJthirty-thi^ee  miles  fi^omlf^  ahan; 
nearly  the  centre  between  the  places  of  departure  anc 
dellination. 

J..ft  before  their  ^le-artuve,  Ca;;tafn  Wilcc:;:  lehrn 
of  the  hoa,  that  according  to  his  J.efcri,  tion,  the  ob 
jeas  of  tiieir  ^urmit  had  lodged  tiiere,  on  their    way  t^ 
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Arv.:evil,^ancl  that  the  hvJies  feemed  in  great  difaefs— 
havin?  never  laid  down,  but  walked  backwards  and  for- 
wards the  whole  night,  ciying  and  fobbing  mofl  bitterly. 

In  confeqiience  of  this  intelligence,  they  refolved  to 
lofe  no  time  ;  and  tlierefore  }  refTel  foiward  with  more 
than  or  .inary  f;  ee-.  One  fine  evening,  the  moon  rifng 
in  lier  fidl  f;  len  'or,  and  the  cooling  zeihyrs  having' 
didi/atel  the  ftdtry  bea:?is  of  the  cay,  a.-orded/'themr' 
Rtch  elightfui  fenfations,  that  tliey  determined  to  iide' 
all  nig'.t. 

T^e  rohnof  time  v/e  are  now  freaking  of,  was  the 
Te:y  day  after  that  on  which  Kerim  received  the  news 
o-f  the  revolt.  Jiifl  as  the  day  began  to  dawn,  they 
were  furroun.kdbya  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  having 
no  means  for  defence  or  flight,  they  were  conducfieJ  to 
Cafbin,  and  there  clofely  confined  as  f;  ies,  until  that' 
fanguinary  fcene  was  j_  aft.  Ca  tain  Wilcox,  however, 
at  Lift,  with  the  never-failing  influence  of  a  fum  of 
money,  prevailed  on  his  keeper  to  make  application  to 
the  principal  magiftrate  to  have  them  brought  to  trial, 
if  there  VvT.s  any  accufation  againft  them  ;  and  if  not,  to 
be  fet  at  liberty,  and  be  permitted  to  proceed  on  their 
journey.  The  refult  of  this  application  was,  their 
being  con Jucle J  under  a  ft.rong  guard  to  If-:ahan,  to- 
be  exaraiiiea  by  the  Sophi,  as  the  Alagiftrates  of  Cafbin 
concurred  in  the  opinion  of  their  being  Ruftians  in  dif- 
guife,  in  the  intereft  of  the  rebel  chief  ;lx!t5  admitting 
tfwt  to  b?  tie-caie,  they  knc^F  not  what  to  do  with" 
U  Vol.  lie' 


Hi^S  FORTUNE  's      F  O  ©  T-RA  E..S, 

tl"iem.  Though  this  circumfianGc  was  by  no  means  » 
pleafing  one,  yet,  confcious  of  their  innocence,  thejr 
were  not  without  hopes  of  a  dircharge,-if  juftice  eould 

be  obtained. We  will  leave  them  on  their  journey, 

and  look  after  Mercuiio  and  his  companions. 

The  day  preceding  that  fixed  on  for  their  departure 
Kerim  devoted  entirely  to  converfation  with  his  friends  j. 
and  though  it  was  the  laH,  in  all  human  probability, 
they  would  ever  meet  together,  it  was  fpent  in  the  ufual 
unreflrained  manner  ;  and  whatever  might  be  thought, 
not  a  Cngle  exprelTion  efcaped  on^cf  the  company, 
which  had  the  fmallefl  tendency  to  remind  them  of  their 
approaching  feparation,.  until  late  at  night.  Keriiiv 
in  the  moflferious  manner,  enjoined  Mercutio  to  v/rite 
from  every  flage  of  their  journey,  and  pointed  out  a 
rery  eligible  plan  of  correfpondence  from  England  bjr 
the  way  of  Ruflia., 

He  informed  thenij  that  they  would  be  at  no  trouble 
about  their  palTage  to  Aftracan,  as  there  was  a  vefJbl 
ready  to  receive  and  carry  them  as  far  up  the  Walgo- 
river  as  they  diought  proper  to  fail. 

«■  And  now,  my  ineftimable  friends,"  faid  he,  "B 
feel  myfelf  unable  to  fupport  the  painful  emotions  which 
I  am  very  fenlible  a  feparation  will  inevitably  excite; 
therefore,  may  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  all  events  con- 
fer on  you  all/ every  thing  requifite  to  conflitute  your 
temj^oral  asU  eternal  bappinefs  !" -As  he  pronoun- 


^}  thefe  lafl  wor '  -^  i^^s  fopha,  and  hy- 

ing  his  hand  <  >  iaid KeHm  bids 

you  adieu  '  t   ivate'door  opene.'-,  and  he  inftantl/ 

difanpe:-  .vlercutioarofe  to  intercept  him— but  ht 

.^,^^\  ....;%  ^ad  the  door  fliut  with  a  f^^ring, 

lEgyptlan  darknefs  eclipfing  tlie  meridian  fun,  could 
i»ot  have  hai  a  more  inllantaneous,  powerful  el!e<5t  oa 
their  corporeal  as  well  as  mental  faculties,  than  had  thli 
fud<ien  exit  of  the  Sophi  !  An  irrefiflable  flupor  dilTufed 
itfelf  over  the  whole  company  :  They  for  fome momenta 
ikt  tilent  and  motionlefs  as  fe  many  ftatues  ! 

Abbafs,  firft  refuming  the  convej-fation,  informed 
-them,  that  his  father  had -apprized  him  of  his  intention 
in  the  morning,  afligning  t'e  fame  reafon  he  had  hinted 
to  them  a  few  minutes  pail  ;  and  adde  ],  that  he  had 
obtr^ined  his  per;nilT]on  to  accompany  them  to  the  Caf- 
pian  fea,  "  I  have,  (fai  1  he)  repeateJly  prelTed  my 
father  for  leave  toaccom;  any  you  to  England  ;  but  his 
anfwer  was  uniformly  this,  that  the  lofs  of  you  v/ouli 
mcd  femibly  afflicl  him — and  if  1  fhould  go,  there 
woul !  remain  no  manner  of  confolation  for  him — his 
palace  woul  J  become  a  ,  rifon,  and  his  gardens  deferts  : 
In  (hort,  every  furroun. ling  objctt  would  awaken  the 
painful  refledion  of  f  leafures,  which  were  never  to  re- 
turn, which  he  was  fare  v/ouji  foon  jut  a  |  eriod  to  his 
exigence.  **  For  thefe  reafons,  my  Ton,"  he  Vv'ould  aMd, 
■**  your  reqaeit  c.i.nnot  at  prefent  be  gi-ameJ — but  it  is 
poliible,  that  tiaie  may  in  fo.iie  meafure  reconcile  iiic 


tomyfate— whenIfL.all  hear  ofii.-.  :    ^^ingfafely  fettled 
in  their  native  country— and  wi.  f^ire  of  your 

having  fuch  a  company  of  honorable  i.  >  ',  j-q  receive 
an  J  welcome  you  in  Euroye,  I  will  not  vv.^uj^^^j.j 
ccnfent  :  In  the  mean  time,  ray  Abbafs,  be  -ontent. 
To  tell  you  how  arJently  I  love  you — how  neat  ^  ^^^ 
interefl  and  your  j  leafures  concern  me,  would  be  a 
wafte  of  time  and  language.  I  fhall  take  ray  final  leave' 
of  them  this  night  fuddenly  :  They  may  (but  they 
know  rae  well)  fui^pofe  my  behavior  on  the  occa- 
iion  rather  abrupt, — -and  my  reafon  forgiving  you  thefe 
hints,  is  in  order  that  you  may  explain  and  place  the 
-Blatter  in  fach  a  point  of  view  as  may  remove  every 
eoubtof  the  continuance  of  t'^at  unOiaken  regard  which 
.1  had  aad  do  flill  retain  for  them," 

The  night  being  far  advanced,  they  retired  to  reft 
for  the  lafl  time  under  the  roof  of  the  more  than  hofpita- 
ble  monarch  of  PerfTia — while  Abbafs  went  to  iiTuc 
the  necefTary  and  fpecial  orr.ers  for  the  early  attend- 
ance of  .the  guards,  &c.. 

Before  the  Oriental  beams  had  gladdened  their  hori-^ 
7on,  Mercutio  and  his  friends  arofe  ;  but  found  the 
A-igilant,  and  no  lefs  auedionate  Abbafs  at  the  gate, 
A  troop  of  one  hundred  horfe  ^c^aited  to  efcort  them, 
while  two  camels  bent  beneath  the  weight  of  ih.e 
tj.Pphi's  boimfy. 
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Every  thing  in  fuch  a  itate  of  forwarJnefs,  they 
vvere  ready  by  the  time  the  fun  anreared  above  the 
Iiorizon,  to  fer  out.  Abbafs,  in  all  the  magnificence 
ofau  E.;flern  Prince,  was  the  foremofi  toafTiH  Ifabella 
in  mounting  ;  while  tears  of  themou;  fincere  regard  be- 
iieweJ  the  thre.lioU  of  tlie  palace  as  they  iiluea  forth. 

The  weather  being  imccm:nonIy  fine,  the  journey  to 
thefea  fiJ.e  was  remarkably  pkafant ;  and  no  difigree- 
hle  inci  'ent  intervened.,  to  interrupt  their  fpeed  or  damp 
their  cheerfulnefs.  Arriving  at  the  point  of  embarka- 
tion, they  found  another  inftance  of  Kerim's  peculiar 
regard  difj-layed  :  A  new  galley,  on  the  mofl  beauti- 
ful conftrud'on,  built  for  that  particular  fervice,  mofl 
gorgeouily  furnifned  and  a  lorne  1,  lay  at  anchor  in  a 
fmull  cove  or  inlet,  wl-.ere  they  couli  embark  with  the 
^reatefl  eafe  and  convenience. 

The  burthens  were  by  the  cn^-«mand  of  Abbafs 
taken  o;Tthe  camels  and  conveye  i  on  board  the  galley. 
They  then  embarked,  but  it  was  agreed  to  write  one 
iail  ajieu,  and  difi  atch  it  to  Kerini,  before  t'le  anchor 
was  weighed  :  Accordingly,  Mercutio  fet  Jowu  and 
penne.i  ti-e  following,  which  was  tranllated  by  Abbafs 
into  Arabic  :■■ — 

^^  Most  virtuous  Prince, 
*^  Long,  very  dong,  we  have  been  in  a  great  mcafure 
exiled  troniour  native  counfy  and  dearefl  connections; 
yet,  on  kavingtue  PeiLan  confines,  we  finu  it  imj^oili* 
O    2 
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ble  to  reflrain  the  tributary  tear  of  gratitude  due  to  tht 
benevolent  Kerim,  and  equally  impoffible  to  remain  in- 
fenfible  to  the  pang  of  feparation — a  pang  which  the 
ienvious,  the  felfifh  and  the  malevolent  are  unfufce  tihle. 
What  then  .•'  Can  the  Hoble,  the  generous  Kerim,  fup- 
pofe  we  prefer  any  nation  in  the  univerfe  to  that  which 
gave  us  breath  ?  Can  he  conceive  that  the  tear  of  regret, 
which  we  now  mingle  with  the  briny  billqws  of  the 
Cafpian,  is  fhed  for  the  lofs  of  thofe  diftinguifhed  atten- 
tions with  which  we  have  uniformly  been,  and  ftill  are 
honored,  ever  Once  our  arrival  in  the  Perfian  dominions  ? 
No,  Kerim,  it  proceeds  from  a  more  exalted,  a  more 
noble  fouree.  Thofe  emotions  which  now  agitate  our 
bofoms,  have  their  origin  in  the  moft  hncere  frienLiiliip  ; 
and  v/hen  we  caft  the  laft  retrof^^edive  glance  o'er  the 
e^oud-topp^d  Tauris,  we  ftiall  unite  our  lamentations, 
not  for  leaving  Perfia,  but  its  Monarch — the  befl  of 
Men — the  beft  of  Priaces  !  To  be  deprived  of  fociety 
fuch  as  this,  affords  us  fufiicient  caufe  of  regret :  This 
ialone  is  capable  of  giving  us,  at  this  time,  any  concern, 

*^  Accept,  amiable  Prince,  this  departing  teftimony 
of  our  lading  efteem  !  Preferve  it  as  .an  aclcHowledg- 
ment  of  the  many  and  exceedingly  great  favors  with 
which  we  are,  even  now  loaded,  by  the  unbounded 
Jijberality  of  Kerim, 

'« We  unite  our  moft  ardent  prayers  for  your  long  and 
fiappy  reign.  May  unanimity  pretide  in,  and  wifdom 
idx^  your  councils — loyalty  perv  ade  the  hearts  of  all 
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youiTubjeds,  and  £i(rtion  be  eternally  banilLed  from 
your  dominions.  Fraught  with  thefe  fentiments,  w* 
bid  you  a  fnen.:Iy  a^ieu, 

^'  P.  S.  Abbafs fails  with  us  to  Ailracan — no  farther.^* 

The  foregoing  was  (igne  1  by  them  all  ;  and  it  was 
wot  till  that  moment  that  Abbafs  conceived  the  iJea  of 
accom-panying  them  to  Aflracan,  which  aiTorded  them 
rauch  fatisfaetion  ;  and  having  fealed  and  dif|  atched 
the  letter,  Abbafs  took  a  few  guards  on  board,  and 
gave  orders  for  the  reft  to  remain  on  the  f  ot  until  his 
return,  the  anchor  was  immediately  weighed,  and  the 
(ails  expanded  to  a  profperous  breeze  :  The  elaftic  oars 
iquickly  encreafed  the  velocity  of  the  galley,  fo  that 
they  performed  the  voyage  in  a  fhort  time. 

They  lay  before  Aflracan  forty-eight  hours,  in  which 
time,  Abbafs  engaged  a  light  veffel  to  tranf^  ort  him 
back.  His  vivacity,  ho\rever, forfook  him,  as  the  time 
of  feparation  approached,  and  a  vifible  alteration  took 
place  in  the  appearance  of  the  whole  company.  How- 
ever, part  they  muft,  and  ail  defcription  would  fall  in- 
finitely fhortof  its  intended  purpofe,  in  attem;ting  the 
fcene  that  took  place  on  the  occafion — fuffice  it  to  fay, 
they  parted  with  much  regret  on  both  fides,  and  failed 

in  diiTerent  directions  in  the  fame  iafiant. And 

now  leaving  them  on  their  palllige,  we  will  enquire 
into  the  fate  of  Captain  Wilcox  and  Mr.  Cameron, 


3^4  i^ortune's    football. 

T'-sey  were  on  their  exam'nation  at  the  very  inflant  In. 
v/hich   Abbafs  arrived.     Ca':tain    Wilcox's  narration 
procureJ  them  not  only  an  honorable  releafe,  but  the 
kin  'eft  treatment.     Nothing  coul  ]  exceed  the  joy   of 
TvTr.  Ca;::-ieron  and  his  fellow  traveller,  when  tlie  Sophi 
informe  1  them  of  the  fafety  an  1  unblemil'hed  virtue  of 
the  two  ladies.      They  refclvec  to  exert   all  their  dili-- 
gence  to  overtake  Mercutio  and  his  friends  ;   and,  if 
poifible,  perfua  le  them  to  r-e'^air  with  them  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  and  there  embark  for  England,    in    comrany 
with  Mr.  Wilcox  and   the  reft  of  his  friends.      Tney 
communicated   their    intention    to    the    Sophi,    who 
perfaaded  thiem  from  the  attempt,   by  aiTuring  them 
of  the  little  probability  of  their  being  overtaken,  as   he 
expeifled  they  were  then  at  Saratow  ;  and  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  they  had  better  bend  their  courfe  towards 
Tra-efon  !,  and  from  thence,  with  all  poifible  f|:eed  to 
Conftantinople  ;  adding,  that  by  this  means,  the   two 
parties  would  very  probably  make  Holland  at  the  fame 
time. 

Eelngconvincedof  the  propriety  of  purfuing  this 
advice,  and  the  Sophi  having  read  tihe  letter  from  Mer- 
cutio, refolved  to  write  ananfwer,  and  commit  it  to  the 
care  of  Ca[  tain  Wilcox.  Abbafs  alfo,  proud  of  fi.ch ' 
an  opportunity,  determined  to  follow  the  examt  le  of 
his  father,  in  tranfmitting  to  his  beloved  tutor  and 
friends,  a  written  teftimopy  of  his  efteem.  Tiiis  d:one, 
the  Sophi  or  .'ere  ■  two  excellent  horfes  tobe  comjkte- 
ly  equipped,  iiiTi-etid  of  their  own,  which  were  taken 
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from  them  at  Cafbin  ;  nnJ  at  partirg,  force:!  c?.ch  of 
them,  notwithftan.iing  reiterated  refidds,  to  accent  a 
Large  fiira  of  money ,  which,  he  jocofely  faiJ,  was  but 
jufljy  due  for  H'.lfe  imprifonment. 

ThQj  reacheJ  ConflantinoyJe  without  any  intert-up- 
tlon,  and  foun.I  their  friends  in  high  health — their  f^  irits 
were  greatly  exhilerated  on  feeing  Captain  Wilcox  once 
more  ;  and  when  they  heard  ofthefafety  of  the  young 
ladies^  their  joy  was  complete. 

There  being  nothing  now  to  detain  them  In  Conflan- 
linople,  bi-t  the  want  of  a  veiTel  to  tranf.  ort  them,  they 
began  to  arrange  matters  for  their  departure.  Mr.  Ca- 
meron waite  1  on  his  uncle  as  foon  as  he  arrived,  and 
gave  a  fall  relation  of  his  good  fo'-tune  ;  and  as  he  had 
not  the  ieald  caufe  to  doubt  of  obtaining  the  approbation 
of  all  Mr.  Wilcox's  family  to  his  marriage  with  the 
objecl  of  his  wifhes,  he  informed  his  uncle  of  his  refo- 
iution  to  accompany  them  to  Holland^  and  from  thence 
to  England. 

The  Conful  being  determined  to  fecure  his  Icinfman's 
kappinefs,  if  poiIible>  before  they  departel,  fent  a  very 
polite  invitation  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox,  together 
with  all  tiieir  friends,  requeuing  their  company  the  next 
day.  They  waited  on  him  accordingly,  v/hen  he  teak 
the  opportunity  of  heartily  congratidating  Air.  WilcoK 
an  J  laJy  on  the  recovery  of  their  fon  and  daughtei-,  i,a 
.dc-irg  wiiich,  he  eaidy  cifcoverec,  iliat  Mr.   Cumcr^aii 
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^ftoo:l  on  firm  grounJ.  He  therefore  hinted  the  fubj^ 
to  Mr.  Wilcox  a^art,  ^vho  a/Tjred  him,  he  knew  ot  no. 

^obftacle  betx^-een  rvlr.  Cameron  anJ  his  daughter,  pro- 
vided £he  had  not  changed  her  mind. 

This  benevolent  man  then  Informed  them,  that  he  had 
l^ot  been  altogether  iniiiTerent  to  their  interefts;  but 
had  taken  fuch  eiTectual  meafures  to  ferve  them,  that 
he  had  a<5tuall7  recovered  the  fhip  in  which  they  failed 
from  Leghorn,  although  /he  had  been  transferred  four 
diXerent  times,  anJ  was  then  at  Lemnos,  He  afflired 
them  flie  would  certainly  arrive  in  a  few  days, together 
with  eight  hands,  whom  he  hand  ranfbmed,  that  were 
taken  with  Mr.  Cameron,  and  wl^om  he  had  fent  im.Ier 
an  experienced  j  ilct  to  navigate  the  (hip  :  "With 
thefe,"  he  added,  "  together  with  a  few  that  may  be 
picked  up  here,  will  prob..i!=]y  be  c'eemed  fuiificient, 
un  er  the  command  of  Ca^  luin  Wilcox,  to  navigate 
iier  fafely  to  Kngland."  , 

Tlie  grateful  acknowl'^lgments  cfthefe  much  obliged 
people,  coid  i  no  lorcfr  be  fu*  r-reiTed  :  T:.e  fwors 
they  hai  receive  J,  WQve  of  too  great  magnrtu  le  only  to 
a  :mit  of  a  mere  com  limelitary  return  ; — the  Cncere  , 
cfTufons  of  fen;?oility  guihe  I  forth  like  a  torrent  from 
•every  heart — anj  tears  of  gratitude  bedewed  every 
•cheek.  T-iiC  conicioufnefs  Ox  having  contiibuted  to 
the  happinefs  or  fu-ch  a  co;Tij;any,  who  but  a  feu' weeks 
before  were  con. :emnei  to  the  moft  ignominious  and 
cruel'  bon^a^e^  muii  doubilefs  hi^vs  aiiorc^ed  tiie  Confui 
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a  heart-felt  pleafue  ;  which,  ho'>^'ever,  was  conf:c:cra- 
hly  heighteneJ  by  its  having  alfo  been  a  fccon^ar)? 
jnean  of  endearing  Mr.  Cameron  ftill  more  to  the  oniv 
family  in  the  woiid  to  which  he  molt  arJently  wifhej 
to  be  united. 

The  expecReJ  flJp  at  length  arrived,  and  Cap  tarn 
Wilcox  having  engaged  f  x  additional  hands,  went  on 
board  to  put  all  things  in  failing  ordeT.  This  being 
completed,  the  Conful  furnifhed  him  with  a  Meciter- 
ranean  pafs,  and  then  accompanied  al!  lianils  on  board. 
Here  he  prefented  his  nephew  with  bills  on  London 
for  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  which,  he  faid,  were  for  hi» 
nuptial  expences  :  Then,  taking  an  ax"c<5tionate  fare- 
well of  them  all,  and  wishing  them-  a  good  voyage^ 
returned  on  fhore,  wliile  our  voyagers  invoked  the  blef- 
fings  of  heaven  for  their  beloved,  benevolent  benefador.. 

As  no  material  occurrence  happened  to  inteiTupt 
their  voyage  or  traliquiliity,  we  wiil  leave  them  without 
the  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  and  fellow  our  hero  through 
the  Rufiian  territories,  on  his  way  to  his  native  country. 

He  chofe  that  route,  not  as  the  nearefl,  or  eafiefl  f. 
but  as  the  fafefl.  He  had  been  fo  often  foiled  in  at- 
tempting  to  regain  his  native  lan;1,  and  the  moft  of  his 
difafters  happening  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  was  re- 
folveJ  never  to  truft  himfelf  widiin  the  Streights  again. 
They  arrived  at  Mofcow  without  any  accident.  The 
kales. bore  uie  fatigue  admirably;  however;  as  th« 
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caravan  was  not  to  fet  out  for  Peterfburgh,  in  lefs  than 
ten  caj/s,  they  took  up  their  abo.  e  in  a  very  commoai- 
ous  Inn,  v/here  every  neceiTaryfor  themfelves  and  their 
cattle  was  to-be  hai  in  abundance,-  determining  to  re- 
gale themfelves  with  a  fight  of  whatever-  a-p^reared- 
worthy  of  obfervation  in  that  famous  city. 

Their  hoft,  though  in  the  habit  of  Mufcovy,  and 
though  he  wore  a  beard  of  great  length,  appeared  to 
our  t'-avelle"£  to  carry  about  him  certain-  peculia- 
rJties  of  behavior,  wi^ieh  incline-:  theni  to  belfeve,.  that 
he  was  a  native  of  G'Tat- Britain,  or  t'^at  he  certainly 
mufthave  refj.!e.l  among  the  Englifh  feme  yea-s  :  One 
f aticular  circunfuince  which  ftrengthened  their  fuf- 
picion  was,  that  altl.ough  he  f  ohe  the  RKifian  dialecH: 
alone,  yet  he  un-!ei flood  Englifh  j:erfecl!y — furnifhed 
them  vvdth  every  thing  they  c^eman.'.ecl,  and  appeared 
very  aihJuous,  though  much  on  the  refe.ve.  They 
perceived  but  two  females  about  the  houfe  ;  one,  a 
midcde  aged  Dutch  woman,  who  fioke  tolerable  En- 
^ifh,  and  the  other  a  young  Ruffian  girl  :  They  were> 
however,  both  fervants,  therefore,  it  was  concluded 
that  their  hoft  was  a  wiJower.  Mercutio  propofed 
inviting  him  tofup  with  them  one  night,  which  was 
agreed-to,  as  they  all  polTefTed  a  curioOty  to  kno^v 
fomething  of  his  real  characler,  for  tney  aid  not  be- 
lieve him  to  be  a  Rulhan. . 

He  accepted  the  invitation.  The  ladies  retired  fooii 
a&er  fupper,     and  the  glafs   circulated  [:retty  freely. 
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They  haJ  hitherto  never  been  able  to  procure  an  anfwer 
to  any  queilioii  but  through  the  meJium  of  his  Dutch 
houfe-lceerer,  or  by  an  aiTtnting  nod.  Mercutio,  how- 
ever, finding  his  ufual  gravity  confiderably  relaxed, 
addreHing  him  in  French,  afked  him  whether  he  was 
really  what  he  pretended  to  be,  a  Ruffian.  His  anfwer,. 
in  a  very  good  fljle  of  French^,  was-  a  negative  ;  and 
aRer  various  turns  of  converfation,  anda  fewaddiiional 
bumpers  of  claret,  he  freely  avovt^ed  himfelfan  Englifti- 
man.  On  being  afked  the  reafon  of  his  making  choice 
of  fiich  a  place  and  employment,  fecluced  from  the 
company  of  every  perfon  who  could  difcourfe  with  hinv 
in  his  own  langu:ige  ;  and  contrary  to  the  inclinations 
of  mankind  in  general,  to  conform  to  the  language,^ 
cuidoms,  and  even  crefs  of  a  foreign  nation,  in  every 
refpect  totally  dkT«rrent  from  his  own  ?  He  hinted  that 
tveiy  nation  in  the  worlJ,  had  it  its  own  peculiarities, 
p'eafures  and  inconveniencies  :  That  he  was  as  com- 
pletely reconciled  to  thcfe  of  Riuffia,  as  if  he  was  a  na- 
tive ;  that  althougli  the  rough  and  difagrceable  counte- 
nances of  the  Ruiiians  difgufled  him  on  his  firft  arrival, 
he  had  dlfcovered,  v;diile  ferving  in  their  army,  many 
valuable  characters  5  and  that  the  rough  outfide  of  the 
Pvuffians,  in  general,  as  well  obfcured  many  ihitiing. 
qaalities  and  good  hearts,  as  the  infnuating  fmiles  and 
pdnlied  addrefs  of  fome  other  nations,  concealed  the- 
avaricious  hypocrite  and  the  paraCtical  pander. 

He  at  length  related  in  Engli/h  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ventures.     lie  infcniicd  them  that  he  w&s  t]:e  fbn  of  3^ 
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BiitilTi  peer,  and  had  been  engaged  in  an^ affair  of  gal^ 
Mntry  with  a  married  lady  ;  that  he  had  been  detecleJ' 
in  the  facl  by  herhufband,  and  in  a  rencontre  with  him? 
on  the  fpot,  received  a  wound  which  nearly  terminated 
his  life  ;  and  that  his  ^ntagcniil  immediately  left  the 
kingdom  and  was  never  heard  of  afterwards.  In  fhort, 
they  found  in  their  Mufcovite  hoft,  the  fon  of  tiie  Earl' 
of  Oxford,  whom  Charles  left  in  his  v/ife's  bed- cham- 
ber, weltering  in  his  gore,  apparently  in  the  agonies  of 
^eath. 

As  he  concealed  no  part  of  the  flory,  his  ignorance 
of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was  relating  it,  was  fuffici- 
ently  obvious,  they  therefore  took*  care  not  to  let  the 
difcourfe  (lack  until  they  learnt  the  iiTue  of  that  afair.  • 

He  Informed  them,  that  his  v/ound  was  pronounced 
mortal  at  the  firfl  drefling  ;  his  furgeon  declaring  it  very 
dangerous  to  attempt  moving  him,  he  was  therefore 
compelled  to, remain  in  the  very  chamber  to  reflecft  oa 
the  difagreeable  confequences  ofan  approaching  eternity. 

<^  The  third  day  after  "(continued  the  hoft)  ^'1  was 
^jfitedby  her  father-in-law,  whofe  prefence  covered  me 
with  confufion,  for  I  ftill  confidered  myfelf  as  a  dead 
man,  the  furgeon  having  giveH  me  no  encouragement  to 
«ven  hope  to  recover  ;  I  tlierefore  candidly  confeffed  the 
whole  intrigue,  and  begged  his  forgivenefs." 

^G©^  gp/'  fmdbe,  ^' yet,  unworthy  as  you  are,  .T 
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•v/Iil  not  reproach  you  ia  your   prefeiu  tuiation :   But 
.remember,  your  foul  hangs  over'a  urearifLjl  abyfs .;  your 
manifold  cri.'Ties  arc  crufhing  you  downward,  and  oh  1 
conpi  jcr  the  dreadful  confequences  of  leaving  tin's  worii 
with  fuch  a  weight  of  gttilt  uwrcLeuied  of.     The  at- 
teiiipt  to  feJuce  an  unmarj-"ed  woman    is  ungenerous, 
-bafe  and  cowardly,  but  not  (b  fatal  in  its  confrquences, 
if  it  fuccee  Js,  as  if  fhe  h  a  wife  :   In  the  firft  cafe,  t'^e 
reputation,  peace  of  min:l,  and  in.Ieed  all  that   could 
render  life  defirable  to  the  unhappy  vidim,isde{lroyed; 
and  all  the  hopes  of  her  parents  blafted : — In  the  fecond, 
the  fligma  which  will  inevitably  be   fixed  on  her  inno- 
cent oldsprlng,  iffhe  has  children,  and  the  diihonor  of 
her  injured  hufband,  the  anguifh  of  whofe  mind,  and 
jdft  fpirit  of  refentment,  may  perhaps  tempt  him  rafhly 
to  take  the  life  of  his  betrayer,  or  in  the  contefl  l©fe  his. 
•wn,  and  perhaps  both,  adds  a  three- fold  degree  of  hor- 
ror to  the  crime."  Saying  thefe  words,  he  left  the  room, 
and  meetinghisdaughter-indaw  at  the  head  of  the  flairs, 
ordered  her  to  prepare   to  leave  a  houfe   on  which  iLe 
Jiad^xed  the  firfl  {lain  of  adultery,  and  of  blood,   the 
coafequence   of  that    adultery.     He  was  deaf  to   her 
prayers  and  entreaties  for  forgivenefs  ;  he  fpurned  her 
from  him,  and  left  the  houfe  inliantly. 

^•Notwithftanding  the  prediction  of  the  furgeon,  I 
was  foon  out  of  danger.  An  application  was  made  at 
D  Jc\ors  Commons,  and  a  divorce  obtained  by  the  time 
I  was  fit  to  be  removed,  fo  wc  both  left  the  houfe  toge- 
Tner.      As    foo.i   as    I    was  thorcugily  recovered,    I 
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married  her,  and  my  father  being  fully  informed  of  the 
whole  aifairj  dilinherit^a  me^,  and  would  neither  fee  jix 
receive  a  letter  from  me  afterwards. 

^^  In  this  dilemma  I  was  at  a  lofs  what  coune  to  take, 
and  at  length  refolved  to  endeav.or  to  procure  acom- 
mi.Tion  in  tbe*'army  juft  then  going  to  America  ;  but 
waf  pYeyailed  upon  by  my  wife  to  abandon  the  defigm 
■.She  o^fei"Ved,  rhat  fince  her  relations  had  rejfiifed  all 
'  manner  of  connexion  and  correfpondence  with  her, 
^nJ  being  deprived  cff  every  friend  in  the  world  except 
myfelf,  fhe  could  not  think  of  depending  upon  the  tin- 
-certain  fate  of  war  for  fupport. 

'^  Being  flillabk  to  command  about  twelve  hundred 
pounds,  and  with  that  I  determined  to  fix  my  refidence 
in  Peterfburgh,  until  an  opportunity  might  oiTer  df 
making  application  to  the  Emprefs  for  a  genteel  pofl  ia 
ihe  Rufiian  fervice. 

^'^  l*hal  not  Ven  long  in  that  capital  before  I  foutid 
meanscfaccefs  tothe  Princefs.  She  prefented  me  an 
'honorable  c^mmiiTion,  vvhich  I  had  only  borne  ten  days, 
when  I  received  orders  to  attend  the  new  Khan  of  the 
Crimea  to  his  government.  He  was  a  young  Prince 
■of  great  valor,  whom  the  Emprefs  had  newly  appointed 
^o  the  government  of  that  part  of  her  dominions.  As 
my  orders  were  to  remain  there  fome  months,  my  wife 
accomp^iied  me. 
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^•'  The  young  Prince  was  fcarcely  fettled  in  his  rov- 
ernment,  when  a  vaftboJy  of  inPargents,  healeJ  by  his 
two  brcthers,  fr.vadeJ  his  dominions.  Ke  couragecufly 
gave  them- bjitr!?,  anil  VvMs  fiippcrteJ  with  iinparalelled 
"bravery;  yet,  he  had  the  mortifxaticn  to  fee  his  army 
hewn  to  pieces  before  his  eyes,  and  himfelf  with  a  fe\^ 
felect  frieni-s^  obliged  to  abanJon  the  capiud  to  the 
rapine  and  phjnaer  of  the  invaders,  I  faw  my  wife 
killed  with  a  lance,  and  was  notable  to  aTord  her  any 
relief  or  confolation,  being-engaged  with  a  force  greatly 
liipeiior  to  my  own,  in  refcuing-the  young  Prince  frojir 
a  parry  of  Rebels,  by  whom  he  had  been  furroimded  ani^ 
taken. 

-  ^^  We  conducle  1  the  young  Prince  by  a  circuitoii* 
route,  to  Peterfburgh,  when  I  iin;nediately  refgned  my 
comi-Qiiiionani  retired  to  this  }  lace,  wliich  I  intend  tQ 
leave  next  year,  and  remove  to  South-Carolina,  in 
North  America,  with  what  I  have  accumulated, where  I 
ex;  ed  to  end  my  days,  for  I  am  refolved  never  to  re- 
turn to  England," 

As  he  diJ  not  yetitppear  to  have  the  leafs:  knowledge 
of  either  i\Mg.iftus  or  Charles,  both  of  v/hom  the  reader 
^yill  recolle£l,  he  he  had  feen  in  England,  they  refolveci 
10  leave  him  in  ignorance.  Accordingly,  the  next  day 
they  fct  forward  for  Peterfcuigh,  along  that  famous 
road  which  Peter  the  Great  caufcd  tolje  opened  througlf 
th^  wildernefs,  from  Peterfburgh.  toFvTofcow,  a  diflanc* 
©f  near  five  hundred  miles,  and  as  firaiglit  as  a  fine* 
P    2 
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As  they  flopped  to  refrefli  at  a  fmall  town^  within  twt 
<3ays  journey  of  Peterfburgh,  they  were  met  by  a  com- 
pany of  foldiers  on  theirmarch.  It  was  evening,  and 
Both  parties  remained  in  town,  till  the  next  day.  It 
happened  that  the  Ruffian  officers  quartered  at  the  fame 
hin  where  our  travellers  put  up.  Car  hero  was  much 
furprized  at  hearing  the  -commanding  officer  of  the  de- 
tachment, giving  fome  private  diredions  to  a  fubaltern, 
^in  a  very  familiar  ftyle,  and  in  good  Englifh.  He  took 
fin  opportunity,  when  he  perceived  him  at  leifure,  to 
afk  him  where  the  troops  imder  his  command  were 
^eilined  ? 

He  replied  to  Mofcow,  on  a  fecret  and  important 
•expedition.  Though  this  anfwer  was  given  with  the 
mofl  polite  affability,  elfeaually  prevented  further  en- 
quiry ;  however  they  difcourfed  on  diuerent  fabjecis, 
and  foon  became  highly  delighted  with  each  other's 
company.  In  the  mean  time,  Charles  and  Auguftus 
were  taking  a  view  -of  the  Ruffian  foldiery,  and  was 
immediately  ftruck  with  the  appearance  of  the  Lieute- 
nant, who  in  the  fame  inftant  recolle(5led  and  flew  to 
^ibrace  them. 

This  officer  was  no  other  than  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  They 
wore  overjoyed  to  meet  him  in  fuch  an  honorable  fitua- 
tipn,  and  began  to  enquire  how  he  had  been  thus  fuc- 
cefsful  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  After  the  mod  eager  and 
friendly  enquiries  for  our  hero  and  Mr.  Wilcox,  he  in- 
Ibruxed  them^  that  his  commander  was  his  own  brother. 
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*^  But  coiT:C,"  faid  he,  '^  I  muft  introduce  you  to  ]:im 
— he  ah-eady  holds  you  in  high  eftimation  from  T?.y 
Siccoiint^  and  will  be  very  happy  to  fee  you." 

He  Immediately  condudled  them  to  the  room  wliere 
eur  hero  was  feated  in  cUfcourfe  with  his'  brother. 
^'^  Here,  brother,"  faid  he, ''  are  the  gentlemen  of  whom 
you  have  fo  often  heard  me  fpeak,  that  I  left  in  Ifpa- 
lian."  Reciprocal  falutations  of  the  warmefl  friendfhip 
were  exchanged,  and  Mercutio  propofed  fpending  the 
evening  together,  which  being  aiTented  to,  the  two 
Fitzgeralds  were  introduced  to  the  ladies.  The  even- 
ing was  fpent  in  the  moft  convivial  manner  ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  our  hero  and  his  companions  ccliecled 
full  information  on  the  fubjed  ofahe  fecret  expQdition 
to  Mofcow. 

The  Emprefs  had  received  private  and  certain  intel- 
ligence of  a  combination  then  forming,  betv/een  a  young 
reftlefs  Prince  of  the  Don  CofTacs,  and  the  heads  of  the 
Calmuc,  CircaiTian  and  Georgian  Tribes,  to  feize  on 
IMofcow,  and  f  reclaim  the  young  ColTac  Emperor. 
They  had  emiilaries  in  all  parts  of  Mofcow,  v/ho  were 
paving  the  ^s'ay  to  a  general  revolt,  among  whom,  was 
their  late  quondam  hell.  It  was  to  fecure  thofe  princi- 
pal mal-contents,  and  to  convey  them  to  Peterfourgh, 
that  Colonel  Fitzgerald  was  leading  his  detachment  : 
A  formidable  body  of  horfe  and  foot  v/ere  to  follow  in 
ten  days,  in  order  to  fupport  Mofcow  if  attacked. 
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In  the  morning  they  took  an  aiTeclionate  leave  of  each 
other,  ancl  proceeded  on  their  refc^edive  routes.  Our 
travellers  remained  in  Peterfburgh  fourteen  cay^.  wait- 
ing for  a  Dutch  Galliot,  which  lay  in  the  Mole  at 
Cronflaut  ;  and  the  very  oay  they  warped  out  of  the 
Mole,  they  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  Confuiratorsfroiti 
Moicow,  one  hundred  and  thirty-iive  in  number  ;  and 
on  their  arrival  in  the  Sound  at  EHineur,  they  got  a  lift 
of  the  name's  of  thofe  who  furiered  decapitation,  among 
whom  they  difcovered  their  landlord — aiul  but  fi&eea 
only  efcaped. 

Jv'Tr.  Wilcox  and  liis  company  had  been  three  weeks 
in  Amderdam  previous  to  their  arrival,  waiting  for 
them,  that  they  might  altogether  embark  for  Liverpool, 
Language,  hovv^ever  defcri;  tive,  would  fall  rnfinitely- 
ihort  of  doing  jufiice  to  this  reunion  of  parties.  Love 
parental,  fraternal,  filial  and  conjugal,  together  with 
the  mofl  unadulterated  friendship  were  interchanged — 
and  the  moft  flatterii-ig  prof^.ecls  of  approaching  happi- 
nefs,  confpired  to  diaufe  a  general  joy  over  the  whole 
groupe.  Nothing  {hori  of  celeflJal  blifs  could  have 
made  any  addition  to  their  enjoyments  on  this  occafioii 
— -the  charms  of  the  lad:?%  feemed  to  derive  new  luilre 
from  this  change  of  circmflances  and  climate — and 
Captain  Wilcox  felt  the  full  force  of  thofc  of  Mifs  Sydney, 

Their  trip  to  Liverpool  was  fliort,  lafe  and  pleafant, 
■and  our  hero  oHce  more  fet  his  foot  on  Britilh  ground  1 
ia  high  he?ith,  with  riches  fiilScient  to  fuppcrt  a  larg^e 
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:fo.rn!ly  in  t'le  fnflflyle  of  magnificence,  for  many  j^ears, 
without  any  material  diiiiiniition^  for  Kerim  hadiiiaJe 
choice  of  the  nioft -valuable  gems,  in  his  dominions,  be- 
fides  an  immenfefuni  of  money,  as  a  token  of  his  re- 
f^^edl  for  him,  Charles  ani  Augudus. 

Our  herb,  Chartes,'  Aiigi.ftuj,  Eiigenio,Mr.  Savlgnjr, 
Ifabella-and  Terciuia,  Were  j  revailed  on  to  remain  in 
■LiTerpooI,  until  the  nu|:tia]s  of  fvir.  Cameron  with 
Miis  Wilcox,  v/hich  was  fixed  at  the  diflance  of  two 
weeks,  aud  though  it  appeared  an  age,  yet  they  could 
not  refiife  to  ftay  ;  and  Captain  Wilcox  managed 
his  alTairs  fo  prudently,  that  Mifs  Sydney  gave  him 
lier  hand  on  the  fame    day. 

Two  cays  after  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials,  our 
hero  with  all  his  London  friends  fet  out  for  the  metro- 
yclhf  in  tvro  pofl  chaifes,  and  George  premised  to  fol- 
low in  a  few  days.  They  had  previoiifly  committed 
a  principal  part  of  their  treafure  to  the  care  of  old  Mr, 
Wilcox,  in  order  to  have  it  remitted  to  London  by  the 
flage  waggoti ';  the  remainder,  with  their  wearing  appar&l 
was  packed  inportm.anteaus,  and  placed  behind  one  of. 
the  carriages,  which  went  fcren'ioft,  and  Eugenie's  fer- 
vant  rode  beldnd  on  the  ether. 

Between  Hitch  in  and  Earnet,  within  nine  miles  of 
the  latter,  four  v/ell  dreffed  horfemen,  attended  by  t\vo 
fjii-vants  in  gentjsel   liveries,  palled    them — they^  Iccked 
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into  the  carriages  as  they  came  along  fide,  Ltit  raaJe  R» 
iloD.  ■     ' 


Cro.Tmg  a  iieath,    after   funfet,  they  Wene   alarmed 
iPiath  the  fhrieks  of  \r-omen  at  a  diftance  to  the   right. 
Mercutio    immediately  pro;-^ofed  going    to  their  re- 
lief,    his    friends    agreed,    and     they    jumped    oiit^ 
drew    their  fwords,   and  advanced   to  the  fpot  from 
whence  the  cries    proceeded,    leaving   py'Ir.   Savigny, 
Eugenio's  fervant  and  the  two  poftillions   to  guard  the 
ladies  and  property.     When  they  arrived  at  t!ie  fcene 
©fadion,  they  found  one  man    engaged  at  the  point* 
with. two,  and  two  ladies  weeping,   and  ftruggling  to 
prevent  being  mounted  on  horfeback,   which  four  men 
■were  fhiving  to  elled.     Our  hero  immediately  flew.to 
the  aififiancc  of  the  gentleman,  who  was  wounded  in  the 
fword-arm  ;  the  other  three  went  to  relieve  the  ladies, 
whofe  cries  were  redoubled  when  they  perceived  help 
at  hand-     The  ravilLers  immediately  quitted  their  prey, 
and  drew  to   defend  themfelves.     The  ladies  terrified, 
almoft  to  death,  placed  themfelves  behind  their  deliver- 
ers, who  bore  fo  hard  on  their  antagcnifls,  that  three  of 
them  ran  off,  mounted  their  horfes   and  difappeared, 
leaving  their  wounded  companion  grovelling  in  dull  and 
blood.      Mercutio  made  liiort  v/ork  with  his  man,  hay- 
ing dilj:atched  him  the  yevy  fecond  thrufl,  and  the  old 
gentleman  hud  wounded  the  otlier  fo  that  he  cuidd  not 
liiake  his  efcape. 
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Having  overthrown  this  bandilti,  they  had  but  juil 
time  to  afk  the  ladles  which  way  they  traveller, 
v/hen  they  hear,!  the  report  of  twopiilols,  which  api  ear- 
e  I  to  tl-ieai  tahave  been  difcharge  1  where  they  had  left 
their  comj.ariy  and  carriages  :  This  threw  them  into.i 
the  utmofl:,  confternation — they  ran  precipitately  to  the 
^iot^  v/ithout  fa}  ing  alingle  Avord  more  to  the  ilrangers, 

Itfeems  that  veiy  foon  after  they  h.ad  gone  to  the  re-- 
licf  of  the  Grangers,  Eiige-iio's  fervant,  who,  as  well  as 
the  poflillions,  had  difiBounted,  and  while  he  was  dif- 
co-urfing  with  them,  obferved  three  men  carrying  olT 
one  of  the  portmanteaus  from  behind  the  chaife,  having 
cat  the  flraps  with  which  it  was  faflened.  He  ran  to 
his  horfe,  pulled  out  his  piflols  and  difcharged  one  of 
them  at  the  robbers,  one  of  whom  dropped,,  but  as  he 
fell,  difcharged  his  own  piftol  at  random,  which  unfor- 
tunately killed  one  of  the  poftillions.  Txhe  other  two 
immediately  took  to  their  heels  and  efcaped,  leaving 
their  booty  behind. 

Our  hero  and  his  companions  arrived  jufl:  In  time  to 
fee  the  portmanteau  replaced.  The  ladies  were  ex- 
tremely frightened  ;  however,  as  they  had  received  no- 
other  damage,  the  gentlemen  re-entered  the  carriages, 
and  taking  the  body  of  the  poflillion,  drove  on  to  Bar- 
net  as  fad  as  polTible — Eugenlo's  man  fupplying  the 
place  c^  the  deceafed  poflillion. 
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,^  Although  it  v/as  late  wlien  they  reache:!  Earner^ 
they  went  iiiiraeiiately  before  a  magiflrate;  and  gave  a 
full  and  circumUantial  account  of  their  evening's  ad- 
venture :  The  juftice  promifeJ  to  ufe  his  utmofl  endea- 
vors to  have  the  robbers  apprehended  and  brcught  to- 
pimiiliment. 

They  ftaid  in  town  until  the  poflillion  was  interred,. 
and  then  fet  out  for  London,  w-here  they  arrived  in 
fafety,  and  put  up  at  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Piccadill)^, 
from  whence  our  hero  difpatched  a  porter  with  a  note 
to  his  father,  (writen  by  Mr.  Savigny)  as  from  fome 
friends  from  Oxfordfhire,  requefting  •ermiiTion  to  wait- 
en  lym  in  one  hour. The  anAver  was_,  he  fhould  ex- 

f  ccl  them  with  pleafiire. 

Aiercutio  diipatched  the  carriages,  and  fent  for  two 
hacUney  coaches,  in  which  they  fet  forward  to  his  fa- 
ther's. They  were  condu<fle:l  into  a  parlour,  where 
they  were  immediately  joined  by  that  gentleman.  He 
thanked  them  for  the  honor  of  the  viiit,  and  kindly  bid 
them  welcome. 

Our  hero-intended  to  have  kept  himfelf  concealed  for- 
fome  tim.e  ;  but  who  can  withiland  the  ties  ofr»ature  ?— 
fdial  love,  like  the  overwhelming  Nile,  bore  down  every 
oppofing  i  ;ea.  He  fi.  rang  forward,  and,  on  his  knees, 
clafping  thofe  of  his  father,  exclaimed,.  ''Gracious 
heaven  !  do  I  once  more  fee  and  embrace  my  honored 
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father  !  Behol.;}^  your  long  loft  fon  !'^  His  father, 
amazed,  raifeJ  and  ardently  embraced  him.  **  And 
art  tiioii  ftill  alive  ?  How  has  fate  confpired  to  keep 
thee  fo  long  an  exile  from  thy  father's  houfe  ?  Oh ! 
Merciitio,  your  fond  mother  has  never  ceafed  her  la- 
mentations fnce  the  receijt  of  your  letter  from  Algisrs, 
which  is  now  a  long  ti-me  £nce." 

^Terciitf  o,  In  this  critical  moment,  y^refented  Ifabella 
«s  a  c^augiitei-in-law,  aad  the  relt  oi  t  .e  company  a* 

his  moft  inti.nate  atiJ  ilncere  fiien  .s. 

'^  I  am  doub'/  hapry  this  6ay  in  the  recovery  of  a 
long  loft  (on,  the  acquifition  of  a  daughter,  who  would 
c^.ignify  and  add  fplendor  to  a  throne,  and  a  fet  of  dif- 
tinguiftied  friends,  with  whom,  though  I  have  not  the 
lienor  to  be  acquamted  as  yet,  I  promife  myfelf  much 
fecial  fatisfadion  in  our  future  intercourfe.'* 

Our  hero  anxioufly  enquired  for  liis  mother,  but  was 
informed  (lie  had  left  home  about  two  hours  before  ia 
company  widi  Charlotte  Davenport. 

*^  Is  my  deareft  Charlotte  well  ?"  interrogated 
Charles  and  Auguftus  together  at  the  fame  time,  refpe<5i:- 
fcilly  faluting  the  old  gentleman  and  arowing  themfelves. 

'f  My  dear  friends/'  faid  he,  "  I  am  all  arioni/h- 
tnent  !  She  is  well — but  where,  in  the  name  of  wonder^ 
or  how  have  you  fought  out  one  another  ?  Charlotte 

CI  Vol.  II. 
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has  been  much  aftiiclecl — l^er  life  indeed  was  cefpaire-J 
of,  when  the  news  from  Gibraltar  left  her  no  room  lo 
doubt  of  the  death  of  Auguflus  :  This  (he  considered 
as  certain,  and  expe61ed-as  a  neceflary  confeqiience  to 
follow  fLortJy  ;  however,  by  the  tender  aiTidifiry  of  her 
friends,  fhe  is  in  feme  meafure  reflored  to  tranquillity  :  ' 
Butyour  prefence  will  reanimate  her,  and  your  endear-  '" 
angcareJTes  will  difnerre  tiie  gloom  of  melancholy  which 
has  long  obfcured  her  from  the  world*' 

*«  But  where  Is  fLe  ?"  haflily  interrupted  Aiiguftus-^ 
^^  I  long  to  fee  her-^^to  enfold  her  in  thefe  arn-is — to 
reciprocate  our  pall;  griefs,  prefent  joys  and  future 
hopes — my  deareft  Charlotte  !  I  raufl  fee  her — where 
isfhe  1'' 

<'  She  went  home  with  Mifs  Godfrey  to  Sir  Benja- 
-jnin's,  and  we  will  go  there  immediately.  I  expect  the 
ladies  will  all  be  there.'' — Th:  chariot  being  away  with 
them,  a  fervant  was  difpatched  for  chairs. 

'^  Well,"  continued  the  old  gentleman,  ^^  the  events 
of  yeflerday  evening  were  unaccountable  ;  but  thofe  of 

this  day  are  abfolutely  afloni/hing." ^^  Pray,  Sir/' 

faid  Mercutio,  '^  what  were  thofe  unaccountable  events 
which  you  mentioned  as  having  taken  place  yeflerday 
evening  ?"  <^  Why,"  refumed  his  father,  '^  I  took 
Charlotte  and  Mifs  Godfrey,  in  my  phsetsn,  down  to 
Woriey  Manor,  principally  indeed,  to  divert  and  amufe 
ihe  formei-_,   where  we  were  induced  by  the  extreme 


F  O  R.  T  U  N  e's    F  O   O  T-B  A  L  t.  1S5 

plean^ntnefs  of  the  weather,  and  the  contcmuation  of 
'  the  variegated  and  cxteoiive  landfcape,  which,  you 
know,  aprears  to  much  greater  advantage  when  op- 
pof^d  to  the  evening  ray,  to  tarry  until  the  fun  was  near 
fitting.  About  four  miles  from  V/orley,  we  were  at- 
tache d  and  furroun  led  by  fix  Ruffians  (Robbers  they 
were  not)  well  armed  and  mounted.  Two  of  them 
flopped  the  horfes,  v/liiletv/o  more  chipping  the  points 
of  tJieir  fwords  to  my  breafl,  tlfreatened  me  with  an 
iaiiantaneous  ciij^atch,  if  I  on!y  ollered  the  lead  refft- 
ance,  or  uttered  a  fingle  word  ;  and  the  othei  two  ftlz- 
ing  the  ladies,  forced  them  out  of  the  carriage — They 
fhrieked  aloud,  and  ftruggled  to  difengage  themfelves. 
The  two  who  were  at  the  horfes  heads,  difmounting, 
led  their  horfes  in  order  to  arfifl  their  companions  in 
forcing  the  ladies  to  mount.  Juft  at  this  critical  uiltant^ 
four  grangers  appeared  with  drawn  fwords- 

^*  I  hadfprangout  of  the  phaeton,  and  was  engaged 
with  the  two  who  had  me  in  charge,  and  had  received 
a  (light  fcratch  in  this  arm,  when  one  of  the  Grangers 
came  to  my  alTillance ,  who  difpatched  one  of  the  alTaf- 
fins  in  a  trice,  and  I  Vv'oundcd  the  other,  I  believe,  mor- 
tally. By  this  time,  the  Grangers  had  put  three  of  the 
four  they  were  engaged  with  to  ilight,  the  other  lay 
iead  on  the  field. 

**  In  the  moment  I  was  about  to  thank  our  deliverers, 
we  v/ere  alarmed  by  tlie  report  of  piilols  at  fome  diilance, 
uey  ran  fpeedily  towards  the  fpot,  and  left  us  in  the 
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grsatefl  amazement.  And  I  have  ever  Ence  been  In 
the  utmoft  perplexity  to  account  for  the  feveral  furpriz- 
jng  incidents  attending  this  affair  :  Without  being  able 
to  form  even  a  bare  conjecfture  of  the  caufe  of  the  at- 
tack ;  or  who  the  Grangers  were  that  Hew  fo  readily  to 
our  affillance,  and  why  they' left  us  fo  abruptly 
on  hearing  the  report  of  the  piftols  :  I  fnoukl  certainly 
have  followed  them,  had  not  the  ladies  prelTed  me  not 
to  leave  them  ;  fo  I  fief  t  into  the  carriage,  and  drove 
to  town  as  fail  as  poffible.'' 

^'  Banifli  your  furp rise,"  faid  Mercutic,  *' it  was 
this  arm  that  prcllrated  the  villain  who  would  hsve 
airalfinated  my  dear  father,  (of  whom  I  had  then  not  the 
Icafl  recolleclion) — ^the  other  four  were  defeated  by  the 
generous  valor  of  my  friends  here.  We  were  paffing 
along  the  great  road  towards  Bainet,  and  hearing  the 
cries  of  the  ladies,  immediately  agreed  to  go  to  your 
relief.*^ 

^'  Miracles  !  miracles  all  I"  exclaimed  his  father, 
^^  all  bounteous  Providence  !  Unfearchable  are  thy 
ways,  gracious  God  ]  But  a  few  hours  pail,  my  life 
v/as  expofed  to  the  greedy  fwords  ofaiTailins — ^filfp end- 
ed by  a  iingle  hair  over  the  dreary  guloh  of  death  !  Even 
then,  in  that  critical  moment,  it  was  preferved  by  a  fen, 
doubtlefs  fent  by  Thee,  long  lamented  as  de3.'j.  ;  or 
■what  would  have  been  infinitely  \rorfe,  groaning,  ex- 
piring daily,  under  the  mod  vindictive  torture  of  Tarkil^ 
boadagc.     And  you,  my  dear  friend,"  addreilmg  Au- 


iS5 


guftus,  ^'  have  been  highly  favored,  in  being  employed 
as  a  guardian  angel — in  being  fent  to  preferve  and  pro- 
tecft  the  honor  of  the  tendcreit,  mod  faithful  of  partners, 
who  is  defervingof  all  your  elleem."  The  arrival  of 
the  chairs  interrupted  the  difcourfe. 

Their  reception  at  Sir  Benjamin's  was  fach  as  might 
have  been  expedled.  The  furprize,  however,  which 
the  fudden  appearance  of  Mercutio  and  Auguftus  in- 
fpired,  artd  the  want  of  caution  in  their  introdudlion, 
had  like  to  have  been  productive  of  dangerous  confe- 
quences  :  The  old  lady  and  Charlotte,  fwooned  in  the 
fame  moment  ;  however,  a  few  minutes  reflored  them 
to  new  life — to  pleafurcs  to  which  they  had  been 
long  eilranged. 

Joy  fparkled  in  every  eye  prefent — a  thoufand  ma- 
ternal kifles  were  imprelled  on  the  lips  of  his  exulting 
mother — a  thoufand  conjugal  ones  fell  to  the  (hare  of 
Auguftus,  while  entranced  on  the  bofom  of  the  enrap- 
tured Charlotte.  Ifabella  was  already  tenderly  em- 
braced as  a  beloved  daughter,  by  her  tender  parents, 
which  rendered  her  happinefs,  as  v/eli  as  that  of  Mer- 
cutio, complete  ;and  every  heart  beat  in  perfed  unifon 
with  thofe  immediately  concerned. 

Dinner  interrupted  this  extatic  fcene,  after  which 
Eugenio  took  leave  of  his  friends,  and  with  Terentia 
and  Mr.  Savigny,  fet  out. for  his  father's  in  great  George 
fireet ;  but  before  he  reached  tlie  houfe,  the  Efcutcheoa 
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Informed  him  of  his  father's  deceafe.  Augufliis  re- 
mained at  Sir  Benjamin's,  and  Charles  returned  with 
Mercutio  to  his  fatlier's. 

Our  hero's  relation  of  his  adventures,  which  was  in- 
idlff  cnfible,  occupied  mofl  of  the  evening — fome  parts, 
for  particular  reafons  (which  the  reader's  reflexion 
will  readily  difcover)  he  fupprefTed.  His  parents  were 
amazed  at  the  flory,  but  overjoyed  with  the  refult  ; 
and  the  fluctuating  emotions  of  their  fouls  were  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  changes  of  their  countenances,  while  he 
related  the  various,  and  to  them  intereiling  incidents 
of  which  his  narrative  was  compofed. 

It  Is  worthy  of  remark,  that  though  Mercutio's  con- 
jiection  with  Ifabella,  had  been  fandioned  by  a  rite  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  which  in  a  Catholic  country 
conftitutes  a  legal  marriage  ;  yet,  as  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  he  confideredit  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  mere  efppufal.  He  had  feme  time  previous  to 
their  marriage,  convinced  her  of  the  propriety,  and 
apprized  her  of  his  intention  of  keeping  feparate  beds, 
until  this  obflacle. could  be  removed- — a  line  of  conducl 
fiom  which  they  had  jiever  deviated. 

Early  the  next  day,  our  hero  accompanied  his  friend 

Charles  to  the  houfe  of  Lord  S ,  where  a  fcene 

Cmilar  to  that  exhibited  at  Sir  Benjamiu's  the  preceding 
day,  took  place, 
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The  Earl,  after  lillenlng  to  Charles's  account  of 
their  aaventures5wlth  profound  attention^iaformed  them 
that  the  account  they  had  received  from  their  hofl  in 
Mufcow,  -was  ia  part  true  ;  but  a  great  part  utter!/ 
falfe.  A  divorce,  he  faid,  had  been  obtained,  but  that 
he  was  married  to  the  co-partner  of  his  guilt,  was  a 
grofs  fdl/liooJ  invented  for  the  only  purpofe  of  conceal- 
ing a  part  of  that  infamy  which  was  flamped  on  his 
every  aclion,  and  which  has  at  lafl  condu<51ed  him  to  an 
ignominious  and  untimely  death  In  a  foreign  land : 
No,  he  took  her  into  keeping,  and  they  cohabited  fome 
time  together,  defpifed  by  every  perfon  of  c^aracler — 
fto  man,  but  fuch  as  were  as  abandoned  as  himfelf,  ever 
entered  his  houfe,  which  was  reprefenteJ  as  a  perfecl 
fmk  of  debauchery,  and  he,  when  abroad  was  fhunned 
as  a  peftilence.  He  feduced  a  youug  creature,  of  ob- 
fcure  parents,  to  his  houfe,  where  he  effeded  her  ruin  ; 
however,  he  had  not  taken  fufficient  precaution  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  his  paramour  :  She  dete«5led  him  ia  the 
rery  act,  and  reproached  him  in  the  bittereft  terms  ; 
accufedhim  of  perfidy,  and,  by  a  detail  of  his  treatment 
of  herfelf  in  particular,  enraged  the  wretch  to  a  degree 
iofmadnefs — he  feized  a  piftol  which  hung  near  him, 
an  J  fhot  her  through  the  heart.  Thus  (he  fell  in  the 
prime  of  life,  a  viclim  to  the  perfidy  of  a  villain  and 
her  own  levity,  weaknefs  and  indifcretion — unpitied 
even  by  her  own  father. 

His  fervants,  irretches  who  had  been  long  initiated 
jn  the  vile  practices  of  their  inianious  mailer,  were  now 
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his  only  friends  and  companions  ;  they  affifled  him  in 
confining  the  other  unfortunate  creature  in  a  dark 
room,  where  they  left  her,  then  putting  horfes  to  the 
carriage,  and  taking  as  much  plate,  money  and  wear- 
ing apparel  as  they  thought  they  could  conveniently 
carry,  fet  ofF  for  Gravefend,  where  he  fold  the  carriage 
j^d  hoifes,  and  took  fhipping  for  PvuiTia. 

Eugenlo,  Terentia  and  Mr.  Savigny,  met  them  by- 
appointment  at  Sir  Benjamin's,  the  fame  evening, 
where  the  two  families,  with  their  long  I  oft  children, 
fpent  the  evening,  mutually  congratulating  each  other 
on  the  happy  viciStudes  which  had  reftored  them  to 
each  other,  and  concluded  with  adoring  and  thanking 
that  awRil,  inviCble,  yet  omnipotent  Being,  who  in 
mercy  had  condufied  them  through  that  alarming,  and 
to  ordinary  minds,  infurmonntable ,  dangers  and  difE- 
culties  which  we  have  related,  to  that  haven  of  felicity 
and  fecurity,  in  which  they  had  at  laft,  happily  anchored. 

Our  hero's  happinefs  was  ccnliderably  encreafed 
that  evening,  by  the  appearance  of  a  lifter,  who,  when 
he  left  England,  was  but  nine  years  of  age.  He  found 
her  in  the  full  bloom  of  beauty,  adorned  with  every  fe- 
minine grace.  Shf  recolleded  him  in  an  inftant,  ex- 
claimed. Oh  my  dear  brother  !  flew  to  him,  and  en- 
circling him  in  the  arras  of  innocence,  embraced  him 
with  all  the  ardor  of  a  fond  and  real  lifter. 
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Charles  was  deeply  fmiiteii  wilh  thp  charms  of }  oung 
ClarifTa's  j:erfon  and  behavior,  and  determined,  ifpoiTi- 
ble  to  make  her  his  ovva.  He  co::imunicated  his  fen- 
timents  to  Mercutio,  who  approved  them  and  promiied 
him  all  the  aiT:f:ancein  his  f  cvt'erto  i  rccure  his  hap|:i- 
nefs  ;  nor  did  he  forget  his  proraife,  for  the  very  next 
day  he  propofeJ  the  matter  to  his  flither,  who  returned 
a  f-ivorable  anfwer,  and  Charles  was  permitted  to  jay 
his  addrefTes  to,  and  foon  infpired  her  with  fentimenls 
favorable  to  his  wifLcs, 

It  was  agreed  between  our  hero  and  Eugenic,  (who 
intended  to  follow  his  example)  to  take  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity of  having  their  nuptials  re- celebrated.  Ac- 
cordingly a  day  was  appointed  at  the  dillance  of  (ix 
weeks.  This  procraliinatfon  was  jointly  concerted 
between  IVIercutio,  Charles  and  Auguflus,  in  hopes 
Charles's  ailair  wouli!  ripen  in  fuc.'i  time,  that  their 
happinefs  might  all  commence  in  one  day. 

The  prefiirg  entreaties  of  Charles,  aided  by  the  per- 
fuaGons  of  Mercutio,  and  the  Influence  of  her  parents^ 
at  length  triumphed  over  the  virgin  delicacy  of  ClarifTa: 
She  confented  to  make  him  happy  on  the  daj'appointei 
for  the  celebration  of  her  brother's  nuptials  :  She  how- 
ever intreated  Charles  and  Mercutio  to  hare  the  cere^ 
mony  performed  privately  ;  but  this  reqi-.-'il  was  over- 
jule  J  by  th-e  whole  family. 
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The  day  arrive..!,  they  prGC.eeded  in  cpacles  to,Si. 
Jalnes's  Church.  Their  joy  oi;!  this  'CccaCcn  \^uld 
have  been  too  cxquiiite,  .had  net  a  reidecticn  occurred, 
which  was  not  conceived  till  the  moment  they  were 
a'ranciag  towai:Xs.the  (acre  1  altar— wh.ich  was,  that 
the  laft  uine  they  werz  a.Temble:!  in  that  place,  theji 
mournFully  aJifted  at  the  "funeral  obfequies  cFthe  amia- 
ble, miichlanentei  Luchi  ;a,  over  whale  .dear  rciiiains 
they  then  walked  in  matrimonial  pro,ceIii:cn>  Merciitio 
cad  a  {igniricant  glance  at  Charles,  as  if  tp  rcn^iivl  him 
of  their  lafl  meeting  within  thofe  facred  walls  ;  and  as  a 
fdent  reproach  for  their  inadvertancy  in  overlooking  a 
circiamflance  which  never  could  be  remembered  by 
them  without  regret,  Charlotte  dropt  a  ^qar  ofa^eclion 
when  pa!nng  over  the  afLes  of  her  departed  ^iler. 
Whatever  emotions  pervaded  their  minds  while  walking 
from  the  door  to  the  altar,  the  mofi:  awful,  and  confe- 
quently  the  mofl  proper  behavior  was  obferved  through 
the  v/hcle    ceremony. 

They  returned  to  the  hcufe  of  the  Earl  of  S , 


where  they  dined,  in  the  height  of  their  -happinefs — 
genuine  felicity  pervaded  every  bread.  George  Wright 
and  Mr.  Cameron  were  announced.  They  were  intro- 
duced by  Mercutio,  and  kindly  received.  Mrs.  Cameron 
infilled  on  coming  to  London,  in  order  to  lake 
leave  of  her  earthly  redeemer  (as  ilie  filled  Mercutio) 
previous  to  her  dei  arture  for  Scotiaad,  where  ivir. 
Cameron's  ellaie  lay. 
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Having  now  cornflete;!  my  dcfign,  in>tracing  cur 
hcr^through  the  various  vicillitu aes  to  v/hich  l.e  v  as 
fabjecled  in  the  codrfe  of  his  peregrination,  an:!,  ilna- 
ing  hi.^i  at  lail,  in  his  native  country,  {\aTOun-'eJ  by  hh 
mofl  r.ncere  frienJs  and  alledionate  relatives,,  at  the 
very  fLin^iit  of  la^pinefs,  in  O.t  pciTeiTicn  of  the 
lovely  IfabcIIa,  and  reinfiateJ  in  cafe  and  aniuence, 
I  fliall    clofe  iwv  hiilcrv. 


THE     E  N  D. 


